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THE 


EPISTLE 

P  REFATORY. 


TO 

S  IRi 

AL  L  the  Account  that  I  can  give 
of  thefe  Memoirs,  I  fend  you  here. 
That  the  following  Sheets  were 
written  during  the  Life  or  Queen  £/i- 
zabeth,  and  the  Earl  of  Lekefler  appears 
from  the  tenour  of  the  whole  Hiftof  y, 
which  concludes  before  his  coming  to  be 
Governor  of  the  Low  Countrejis,  whither 
he  was  fent  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  as  Ge- 
neral of  the  Auxiliary  Forces,  which  ihe 
fent  to  the  Relief  of  the  Eftates  of  the 
Confederate  Provinces.  No  higher  Ti- 
tle did  the  Queen  bellow  upon  him ;  but 
the  States  (  as  both  Grotius  and  St  r a  da 
informs  )  knowing  or  believing  his 
Power  to  be  irrefiftible  with  Queen  Eli- 
zafotb,  aad  hoping  by  his  means  to  draw 
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her  intirely  into  the  War,  refolv'd  to  lay 
a  (ufficient  Bait  for  his  Ambition,  and 
to  offer  him  that  Sovereignty,  with  a 
Title  fomewhat  lower  than  that  which 
his  Miftrefs  had  refus'd,  and  made  him 
Supream  Governor  %  or  St  at -holder  of  the 
United  Provinces,  with  a  Power  much 
Superior  to  any  that  has  been  exercis'd 
by  the  fuccecding  Stat-kolders. 

This  was  the  iafl:  Scene  of  his  Ambiti- 
tion,  in  which  how  dexteroufly  headted. 
his  part,  is  hard  to  fay.  For  ©ur  own 
Hiftorians  have  reported  little  of  his 
Tranfa&ions  abroad,  and  Grotius  and 
Strada,  who  have  given  the  largeft  Ac- 
counts, are  fo  mamfeftly  partial  and  un- 
jtffi,  both  to  the  Q^ee^  and  the  whole 
Engli(h  Nation,  that  we  may  reafonabiy 
{uipei5t  their  Relations  of  him,  whom 
his  Country*men  in  his  time  more  imme- 
diately feard  and  hated. 

The  Partiality  of  the  firfl  of  thefe^ 
fprings  manifeftly  from  a  defire  to  cover 
the  notoriouslngratitude  of  his  Country- 
men to  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  the  Englifh 
Nation,towhofe  generous  and  difintereft- 
cd  affiftance,  they  entirely  owe  the  Efta* 
blifhment  of  their  Liberry  and  Religion,, 
znd  the  Excuilion  of  the  Spanijh  Yoke. 
For  this  Reafon,  he  not  only  gives  a  very 
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unjufl:  Character  of  the  Engdijh  in  gene* 
ral,  but  wherever  the  courfe  of  this  Hi- 
liory  obliges  him  to  Record  their  Acti- 
ons, and  co  acknowledge  the  Obligati- 
ons the  Dutch  had  to  them,  he  always 
mixes  fome  oblique  fmifter  Infinuation, 
which  may  either  tarnifh  the  Glory  of  the 
A&ion,  or  at  lead  by  loading  it  with 
fome  foul  under- hand  Defign,  may  light- 
,  en  the  obligation  thereby  laid  upon  the 
Dutch. 

The  latter  was  an  Italian  Jefait,  em* 
ploy'd  by,  and  in  the  Pay  of  Spain* 
and  confequently  the  Englifh,  upon  a 
double  (core,  could  expert  no  fair  Re- 
prefentation  from  him,  who  hated  them 
both  as  Heretkks  accounted,  and  as  Ene- 
mies to  Spain.  Bat  befides  the  Difed- 
vantages  the  Eari  of  Leicefter  lies  under 
with  thefe  two  Hiftorians,  upon  the 
fcore  of  his  Nation,  they  had  each  of 
them  their  particular  piques  to  him: 
The  firft  becaufe  he  exercis'd  the  invidi- 
ous Pow7er  of  a  Stat-helder,  to  which 
Grotius  never  was  a  hearty  Friend^  and 
the  latter,becaufe  he  was  fent  in  oppofiri* 
on  to  the  Prince  of  Parma,  whom  in  his 
Hiftory  he  flatters  immoderately,  and  to 
raife  his  Character  (which  was  really 
great  enough  not  to  want  fuch  Arts)  de- 
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preflcs  the  Merits  of  all  others.  How- 
ever, they  both  agree  that  he  was  Ma- 
tter of  very  great  Vermes,  or  at  leaft 
feem'd  to  be.  Egregius  virtutum  fimula- 
tor,  &  qui  invifos,  at  que  inf 'el ices,  Dud- 
leiie  Gentis  Spiritus  baud  ingrat*  Comi- 
tate velar et ;  an  exquifite  Hypocrite*  that 
was  able  to  cover  the  odious  unhappy  tern* 
per  of  the  Dudley  Family  ,  with  good  Man- 
ners and  Affability,  fays  Grotius.  Ver 
fttilis  viri  folertia,  qua  erat  Hifirio 
multorum  partium9  facile  ad  aliorum  mores 
&  vota  faftitium9  ingenium  circumfleftebat* 
He  was,  fays  Strada,  Juch  an  abfolute  Ma- 
iler of  his  own  Temper,  that  he  could  as  he 
pleas' d,  adapt  it  to  any  Mans  Humour  or 
Dejigns.  Agreeable  to  this  Mezaray  calls 
him  adroit  &  rufe  Court  i fan %  a  Jubtle 
dexterous  Courtier,  all  which  argues  him 
to  have  been  a  Man  of  great  Abilities, 
tho*  perhaps  the  ufe  he  made  of  them, 
contracted  fach  a  general  Hatred  and 
Envy,  as  made  People  fupprefs  his  real 
Vermes,  or  impute  them  to  Arttifice  and 
Defign,  which  might  however  fpring  from 
a  generous  Difpofition, 

What  ever  the  Reafon  was,  both 
Grotius  and  Strada,  by  the  large  elabo- 
rate Character,  which  each  gives  of  him, 
prepare  us  for  greater  things,  then  they 
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afterwards  recount  of  him,  which  gives 
us  juft  ground  to  fufpeft,  that  they  have 
partially  and  invidioufly  fuppreft  that 
part  of  his  Adminiftration  of  the  Low- 
Country*)  which  might  tend  moft  to  the 
advantage  of  his  Character.  In  this 
Conje&ure  we  are  confirmed  by  our 
Obfervation,  that  both  thefe  Hiftori- 
ans,  after  having  defcribed  him  fuch 
both  for  Perfon  and  Parrs,  for  Accom- 
pliftiments  natural  and  acquired,  as  might 
juftly  raife  great  Expiations  of  him, 
are  more  foilicitous  to  publifh  his  Crimes 
done  out  of  the  Sphere  of  their  Hiftory, 
(which  whether  truly  or  falfly  the  Ma- 
lice of  his  Country-men  had  furnifh'd 
them  with)  and  to  difplay  his  Ambition, 
than  to  Regifter  any  actions  of  his  there, 
worthy  the  Character  they  give  of  him, 
or  anfwering  the  expectations  themlelves 
had  rais'd  in  us. 

However,  it  is  on  all  hands  agreed, 
that  he  was  a  Man  of  a  very  comly  Per- 
fon, a  noble  and  graceful  afped:,  an  in- 
gaging  behaviour  and  courtly  addrefs* 
and  of  a  Wit  capable  at  once  of  enter- 
taining agreeably,  and  defigning  deeply, 
which  together  with  a  Delivery  and  Pre- 
fence,  which  had  in  em  fomething  at 
ence  great  and  engaging,  commanded  at> 
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tcntion  and  refpecfh  her  at  vultui  Ser- 
moniqie  amesna  qi^Iami  Majeflas^  fays 
Grotixs  of  him,  than  which  no  one  na- 
tural endowment  fits  a  Man  more  for  Po- 
pularity ;  and  accordingly  the  fame  Hi- 
llorian  informs  us,  that  at  his  fir jt  arri- 
val he  gaind  the  Hearts  loth  of  the  Moti- 
lity and  People.  Yet  all  this  ended  in  an 
abortive  defign  upon  the  Sovereignty  of 
the  United  Provinces,  in  which  it  is  more 
reafonable  to  be!ieve,that  the  bright  Pans' 
are  invidioufly  fupprefl:  by  the  Relaters, 
than  that  there  were  tiot  many  fliining 
ilrokes  of  Politicks  in  fo  great  a  Defign, 
laid  and  managed  by  fo  able  a  Head. 
That  fuch  there  were,  his  gaining  the 
Clergy  and  People  fo  intirely,  is  a  fuffi- 
dent  Argument,  that  both  the  Hiftorians, 
more  foliicitous  of  Recording  Events, 
f  according  to  the  vulgar  Method  of  thofe 
that  write  Hiftory)  have  neglected  the 
more  inftructive  parr,  which  is  the  means 
that  he  us'd  in  fo  great  an  attempt. 

But  'tis  probable,  that  neither  the  Pow- 
er of  the  Sp  niard,  nor  the  Ficklenefs  of 
the  Dutch  Nobility,  who  began  to  Cabal 
againfl  him,  were  fulBcient  to  oblige 
him  to  abandon  a  Defign,  that  flatter'd 
his  Artib  il  fo  much,  bur  that  it  was 
either  his  own  fear  of  being  fupplanred 

in 


The  Epiftle  Prefatory, 

in  the  favour  of  his  Miftrcfs  at  home,  or 
the  Jealoufie,  which  thofe  that  envied  hi« 
Greatnefs,  and  fear'd  that  fuch  an  accelli- 
on  might  eftablifh  it,  that  occafum'd  his 
being  recall'd.  Such  a  Defign  was  tin* 
doubted iy  fuitable  to  his  vafl:  Ambition  } 
and  could  he  have  managed  his  Miftreis 
into  a  Confent,  the  Succefs  had  not  been 
very  doubtful.  For  as  he  had  entirely 
won  the  Hearts  of  the  Populace  and 
Ckrgy  ;  the  Faction  of  the  Nobility 
however  reluctant,  could  not  have  with- 
ftood  the  Force,  which  he  might  at  plea- 
fure  have  pour'd  in  from  England.  It  is 
Therefore  more  than  probable,  that  his 
Difappointment  came  only  from  hence, 
and  that  Queen  Elizabeth  who  would  not 
fuffer  his  Nephew  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  to 
accept  the  Crown  oi  Poland,  might  like* 
wife  deny  him  a  Sovereignty,  which  lhe 
thought  fit  her  (elf  to  refufe. 

Several  good  Reafons  might  be  given, 
why  {he  wou'd  not  permit  Leicefler  to 
take,  that  fhe  her  felf  had  declin'd  to 
accept.  Firft,  he  could  not  have  fuo 
ceeded  without  her  engaging  heartily  and 
intirely  in  his  bupport,  which  wou'd 
have  brought  England  to  have  been  Prin- 
cipal in  that  War,  and  consequently  have 
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brought  it  into  the  main  expence  to 
avoid  which  fee  had  her  felf  refus'd 
the  Sovereignty,  and  did  again  foon 
after.  Grotius,  who  abounds  in  oblique 
infinuations,  to  the  Diffionour  of  that 
Queen,  and  this  Nation  endeavours  to 
fix  a  Sufpicion  upon  her,  as  if  the  at- 
tempts of  Leicefter  wetc  under-hand  cn- 
courag'd  by  her,  and  undertaken  for  her* 
Nee  tamen  quorundam  effugit  fufpkiones 
quafi  confenfu  Publico  delatum  honorcm  £§> 
recufatum  Plebis,  ac  Militum  feditionibus 
debere  mallet.  This  is  a  plain  fpice  of 
that  malignity,  which  this  Author  ma- 
nifefts  towards  this  Nation  upon  all  oe- 
cafibns.  For  had  the  Queen  been  ambi- 
tious of  adding  thofe  Provinces  to  her 
Dominions,  they  were  twice  offer'd  her 
by  (blemn  Embafly,  and  her  Parliament 
fas  himfelf  confefles)  had  advis'd  the 
acceptance,  and  promised  Supplies  to 
maintain  it,  And,  confidering  the  uni- 
verfal  affection  and  inclination  of  the  Peo- 
ple of  thofe  Provinces  to  fubmit  them- 
felves  to  her,  it  had  been  impoflible  for 
any  of  the  Nobility,  that  fhou'd  have 
oppos'd  her  Defign,  to  have  withftood 
the  Rage  of  the  People,  back'd  by  fuch 
Forces  as  he  had  there,  or  might  have 
feme  over* 

But 
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But  perhaps,  the  Queen  was  as  jea- 
lous of  Leicefter,  and  as  willing  to  give 
a  check  to  his  Ambition,  as  they  could 
be.  He  had  afpired  to  the  Queen's  Bed  ; 
and  though  the  Sovereignty  of  thofe  Pro- 
vinces might  of  it  felf  be  a  Bait  fuffici- 
ent  to  tempt  a  Man  of  his  Ambition. 
Yet  perhaps  it  might  be  the  more  allu- 
ring to  him,  as  it  had  been  before  to  the 
Duke  of  Alenfon,  as  a  probable  ftep  to 
that  Match,  of  which  he  had  been  fb 
long  ambitious.  This  the  Queen,  who, 
out  of  Jealoufie  of  dividing  her  Power 
and  Authority,  had  rejected  all  the  Match- 
es, that  had  been  offered  her,  was  refolv'd 
to  prevent,  and  would  not  engage  the  Na* 
tion  in  a  War  upon  the  Score  of  a  Subject, 
which  flie  had  refused  to  do  upon  her  own. 
That  Leicester  did  entertain  fuch  hopes, 
not  only  the  fdllowing  Sheets,  which 
carry  manifeft  Tokens  of  being  the  oldeft 
account  of  him,  but  all  Hiftorians,  Do- 
meftick  and  Foreign  agree,  and  that  thofe 
hopes  drew  him  into  at  leaft  theSufpicion 
of  committing  divers  Crimes,  wherewith 
he  ftands  charged,  not  only  in  the  fol- 
lowing  Sheets,  but  in  moft  Hiftorians, 
that  have  had  occafion  to  mention  him,and 
might  fpeak  of  him  without  Fear,amongft 
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whom  I  find  fuch  Harmony  with  the  fol- 
lowing Papers,  that  it  has  mov'd  me  to 
doubt,  whether  they  had  not  be6n  feen 
by  thofe  Hiftorians,  and  whether  thofe 
Particulars,  which  they  give  of  him, 
were  not  drawn  from  'em,  That  thefe 
Papers  were  Written  before  he  was  made 
Governor  of  the  United  Provinces,  may 
fairly  be  collected  from  their  Silence  o.n 
that  Article,  which  was  too  plaufible  a 
Topick  for  Accufation  to  have  been  o- 
mitted  by  an  Enemy,  and  fuch  this 
Writer  feems  to  be.  And  that  thefe  were 
not  Written  for  Clofet  Memoirs,  appears 
by  the  Stile  and  Manner  of  them,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  improbable,  that 
though  the  Fear  of  his  Power  hindred 
them  from  appearing  Publickly,that  they 
might  creep  about  privately  in  Manu- 
fcript,  and  fo  reach  even  to  Foreign  Parrs. 
Thefe  Memoirs  charge  the  Earl  of 
Lekefter  with  divers  Crimes,  and  in  this 
Country,  where  fuch  things  are  not  ufu* 
ally  pra&ifed,  appear  very  horrid,  and 
almoft  incredible,  which  neverthelefs 
feem  to  have  found  Credit  abroad,  where 
the  Pra&ifes  of  inordinate  Ambition  are 
better  known  ;  infomuch  that  Mezeray, 
in  that  fhort  Account,  which  he  gives  of 
the  Earl  of  Lekefter,  mentions  particu- 
larly 
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Jarlytwoor  three  Fads  recited  in  thefe 
Memoirs,     and  (eeras  to  point  at  Qthers. 
He  is  here  faid  to  have  procured  the  Death 
of  his  Wife,  and   the  Poifoning  of  the 
Earl  ofEJfeX)  and  firft  to  have  attempted 
to  Poifbn,  and  then  to  Afiaffinate  Mon- 
fieur  Simier,  for  di&overing  to  the  Queen 
his  Marriage  with  the  Countefs  of  EJfex. 
To  the  two  firft,  he  teems  only  to  point 
indefinitely  m  the  Chara&er  rhat  he  gives 
of  him.     Leicefter?    homme  de  peu  de  no- 
ilejfe,  a  ce  quon  luy  reprochoit^  &  capable 
de  tous  crimes  pour  fatisfaire  Jon  ambition 
&  fa  paillardie>    an  rejie  adroit  &  rufe 
Courtifan*    In  which  Chara&er,    by  re- 
proaching him  with  Sticking  at  no  Crime 
to   fatisfie  either  his  Ambition   or  Lufi. 
This  Hiftorian  feems  to  point  at  his  two 
principal  Blemifhes    (if  he  was  really 
guilty.)     The    Murther    of    his  Wife, 
and  of  the  Earl  of  EJJex,   the  firft  Sacri- 
ficed to  his  Ambition,   to  make  way  for 
his  Pretentions  to  the  Queen,  the  latter 
to  his  Luft.     But  in  the    particular  of 
Monfieur  Siwier,  the  French  Author  a- 
greesfo  exa&ly  withthefe  Memoirs,  that 
but  for  the  difference  between  'em  in  the 
Perfons,  whom  they  name  as  appointed 
to  commit  the  AflafTinate,   the  Memoirs 
flaming  one  Robin  Tyder,   and  Mezeray 

one 
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one  Fervaques,  I  (hould  have  thought  h« 
had  taken  the  Story  from  hence*  Both 
agree  that  Simfer  was  Embaflador  from 
the  Duke  of  Alencon  to  the  Queen,  (ent  to 
Negotiate  the  Marriage  between  'em, 
and  that  Leicefier  attempted,  firft  to 
Poifon  him>  and  then  to  have  him  Afla- 
flinated,  for  having  •  difcovered  to  the 
Queen  his  Marriage  to  the  Gountefs 
Dowager  ofEffex.  One  thing  however 
muft  not  be  forgotten  in  judication  of 
the  Earl,  tho'  it  may  fhake  a  little  the 
Credit  of  thefe  Memoirs ,  which  is,  that 
Cardinal  Chatillion,  who  had  Negotia- 
ted the  like  Affair  before  Monfieur  Si- 
nter dying  of  Poifon  upon  his  Return 
at  Southampton,  as  Mezeray  fays,  at  Canter* 
lury,  according  to  thefe  Memoirs,  which  do 
(with  an,  as  it  is  thought')  endeavour  to  lay 
the  Guik  of  it  upon  the  Earl,  whereas  Me- 
zeray, who  feems  to  have  been  not  at  all 
inclined  to  fpare  him,  relates  the  Gir- 
cumftances  of  the  Cardinal's  Death,  and 
of  the  Execution  and  Confeffion  of  his 
Servant  afterwards  at  the  Gallows  in 
France,  yet  does  not  in  the  leaft  fquint 
upon  the  Earl,  as  guilty  of  the  Fa&.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  is  not  improbable,  that 
the  Death  of  the  Cardinal  was  procur'd 
by  Order  of  the  Court  of  France,  or  at 
leaft  of  the  Fattion  of  the  League,     for 
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endeavouring  to  promote  a  Match  be- 
tween the  King  of  Navarr  and  the 
Queen  of  England,  which  the  Court  of 
France,  and  that  Fadfrion  were  as  much 
concern'd  to  difappoint,  as  the  Earl  of 
Leicefler  himfelf. 

Upon  the  fame  Foot  of  Credit  (lands 
the  Account  of  his  intended  Aflaflination 
of  the  Earl  of  Ormond,  and  the  Poifon- 
ing  of  Sir  Nicholas  Thrcgmorton  ;  both 
which  Fa&s  are  particularly  told,  efpe- 
cially  that  of  the  Earl  of  Ormond,  in 
which,  not  only  the  Occafion  and  Man- 
ner of  the  Attempt  are  exadly  delivered, 
and  the  Name  and  Reward  of  the  de- 
fign'd  Aflaffin  fet  down,  and  all  is  backt 
with  an  Appeal  to  the  Earl  of  Ormond, 
himfelf,  then  living,  for  the  whole  Truth 
of  the  Story.  Yet  fince  that  Voucher 
is  not  now  to  be  confulted,  and  the 
Fa#,  tho*  (b  confiderable  is  not  Regi- 
fter'd  by  other  Authors,  it  refts  upon  the 
fingle  Credit  of  the  Writer  of  thefe  Me- 
moirsy  whofe  Name*  we  not  knowing, 
are  able  to  fay  no  more  of  him,  than  that 
by  the  Bitternefs  of  his  Expreffions,  and 
the  raking  together  fo  many  foul  Fa&s, 
we  may  be  fure,that  he  was  an  implacable 
Enemy  of  the  Earl  of   Leicefter,    or  at 

leaft 
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leaft  a  Retainer  to  fome  great   Perfon 
that  was.     However,    the  Elegancy  and 
Perfpicuity  of  his  Stile  for  that  time, 
the  Strength  of  his  Reafoning,    and  the 
Depth  of  his  Judgment,    as  well  as  the 
Solidity  and  Extent  of  his  Reflexions, 
which  feem  Prophetically  to  reach  many 
Cafes*  even  in  our  Times;  plainly  fliew 
him  to  have  been  aPeifon  of  great  Abi- 
lities and  Experience,    as  his  Acquain- 
tance with  the  Intriegues  of  great  Men, 
and  the  Secret  Affairs  of  State,  but  efpe- 
cially  fuch  a  daring  and  dangerous  At- 
tempt upon  the  Favorite  in  the  height  of 
his  Pollerity,  from  whom,    confidering 
the  number  of  his  Spies,  he  could  not  ex- 
pert to  be  long  conceal'd,    argue  him  to 
have  been  a  Man  of  Interefl:  and  Employ- 
ment, as  well  as  Courage,  to  whom  fuch 
things  could  be  fo  minutely  known,  and 
who  dar'd  to  utter  'em  in  fuch  a  manner, 
at  that  time,    when  few  People  thought 
it  fafe  fo  much  as  to  whifper  any  thing 
to  the  Difadvantage  of  the  Earl  of  Lei- 
cefter. 

The  other  Anions  of  the  Eart  of  Lei- 
cefter,  put  down  in  thefe  Memoirs*   may 
perhaps  have  been  (bmewhat  ftrain'd,  as 
cis  probable  they  aiways  will,  when  re- 
lated 


71*  Zpiftle  Prefatory. 

lated  by  a  profefled  Adverfary,    which 
Confideration  apart,  I  fee  no  great  reafon 
to   queftion  the    Truth    of  Fads  laid 
down,  i  For,  as  they  are  in  the  Main,  no 
more  than  a  Man  can  expecft  from  a  Per- 
fon  of  his  Chara&er,    fo  they  only  (hew 
us  to  what  an  Excels  of  Prefum prion  and 
pxtravagance,  immoderate  Ambition  will 
rile,  when  buoy'd  up  and  fupported  by 
Exorbitant  Favour,  of  which  parallel  In- 
ftances  might  be  given  from  the  Hiftory 
and  Obfervarion  of  all  Times  and  Nati- 
ons* 

That,  which  feems  to  me  mod  ftrange 
in  all  his  Story,    is,   that  he  having  of- 
fered fo  much  Matter  for  Hiftory  fhould 
rieverthelefs  imploy  fo  few  Pages  of  it, 
and  thefealmoft  all  within  one  Year  only 
of  his  Life,  and  that  fpent  too  in   a  Fo- 
reign Part,    and  bed  and  moft  largely 
Written  by  Foreign  Hiftorians,  who  were 
ignorant  (as  appears  by  thefe  Memoirs) 
of  the  moft   inftru&ive  part  of  his  Life* 
The  Miniftry  of  Wolfey,    Cromwell  and 
other    great   Minifters    and  Favourites 
make  fome  Figure  in  our  Hiftory    (tho* 
perhaps  nothing  like  what  they  ought) 
but  Leicefiers,  whole  Influence,    Power 
and  Authority  exceeded 'email,  both  in 

a  Ex- 
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Extent  and  Duration  is  paft  over  in  Sc- 
ience, orflubber'd  negligently  o'er  with 
a  general  Abftract :     '  That  he  was  the 

*  Son  of  a  father,  that  loft  his  Head 
€  for    Treafon,    in   which   himfelf  too 

*  was  involved  and  condemned  to  die* 

*  but  that  he  was  pardoned  by   Queen 

*  Elizabeth)  and  reftored  in  Blood,    ta? 

*  ken  into  her  Favour,  made  Matter   of 

*  Her  Horfe,   Lord  Denbigh  and  Earl  of 

*  Leicejler,  that  he  was  a  Man  of  a  beau- 
€  tiful  Perfon,  a  Noble  Deportment,  fine 

*  Addreis,  ingaging  Converfation,  rea» 
4  dy  Wit,  great  Cunning,  and  unbounded 
€  Ambition,    that  he  was  art  Encouragei: 

*  of  Soldiers  and  Scholars,  was  fecom- 
4  mended  for  a  Husband  to  the  Queen  of 

*  Scots,  pretended  to  the  Queen  of  J5*g- 
'  land,  difappointed  all  his  Rivals,  and 
4  broke  all  Matches  propos'd,  got  to  be 
4  Statholder  and  Captain  General  of  the 
c  United  Provinces j  aim'd  at  the  Sove- 
'  reignty,     was  recatt'd  by  the  Queen9 

*  made  Captain  General  of  all  Her  Land 
c  Forces^  and  died  at  laft  in  full  Poflefllon 
c  of  Her  Favour,  without  ever  arriving 
\  at  the  Point,  to  which  his  Ambition 
c  tended,  or  differing  any  one  to  arrive 

*  at  it. 

'#  X*      <A**y,-  <       Tins 
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Tliis  Summary  Account,  however  fhort 
arid  unfatisfactory,  is  to  all  Intents  arid 
Pnrpofes,  as  full  and  diffident  as  o\it 
Hiftories,  or  thofe  of  other  Countries  af- 
ford, iri  which  we  find  only  a  Character 
and  Defcriptidn  of  his  Pcrfon  and  Difpof- 
fition,'  with  a  jejune  Relation  of  fome  of 
the  Principal  Events,  in  which  he  was 
concern'd,  which  amount  to  little  more 
than  a  bare  Enumeration,  fo  that  almoft 
as  good  a  Hiftory  of  him  might  have 
been  drawn  upon  Canvafei 

The  little  notice  that  is  taken  of  the 
Transactions  of  fo  great,  fo*  durable,  and 
fo  abfolute  a  Favorite,  frt  fo  pfofperous 
and  celebrated  a  Reigri,  is  none  of  the 
lead  Inftances,  how  perfunctorily  oui? 
Hiftory  is  written,  W hen  one  of  the  moft 
furprizing  parts  of  our  Story  is  either  fo 
little  underftood,  or  foinduftrioufly  fup- 
preft  by  the  Writers  of  our  own  Country, 
and  when  all  thaft  we  kndw  of  fo  great  a 
Statefinan  is  what  has  been  claudeitinely 
trafnfmitted  to  us. 

It  is  ftrange,  that  fo  marfy  great  £nd 
enormous  Outrages  of  an  irregular  vio- 
lent A  mbition  and  Luft,  as  well  as  the 
many  Finefles,  that  he  mull:  haveufed  to* 
preferve  his  Credit  with  a  Princefs,     (ct 
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difcerning  and  fo  jealousjas  Queen  Eliza- 
iethj  fhoud  efcape  the  publick  notice  of 
Hiftory,    and  that  fuch  Acts  of  Power, 
fo  extraordinary,   and  fo  invidious  in  a 
Subjed:,   as  to  provoke  'em  to  be  fo  fe- 
verely  rcfle&ed  on  in    his  own    time, 
while  the  height  of  his  Credit  made  it 
dangerous,  to  fpeak  the  plain  Truth  of 
him,   fhou'd  find  no  one  Authentically 
to  Record  'em,  after  his  Death,     had 
made  Truth  fecure,  and  Flattery  unpro- 
fitablc.Two  or  three  Gonje&uralReafons 
might  be  offer'd  for  this  Silence,    which, 
if  admitted,  make  for  the  Credit  of  thefe 
Memoirs  ;  either  that  the  Power  of  fome 
Surviving  Great  Men,    who  were  engag- 
ed with  him,   or  rais'd   by  him,    might 
laft  fo  long  as  to  Awe  Men  till  the  Sub- 
ject was  Antiquated,    and  Men  no  lon- 
ger curious,    or  inquifitive  about  him  ; 
or  that  his  Intercft  in  the  Learned  Men 
of  that  Time,   of  whom  he  is  faid  to 
have  been    a    Patron,   prevailed    with 
them  to  be  filent,    concerning  a  Benefa- 
fa&or,    of  whom  Gratitude  would  not 
fuffer   em  to    fpeak  III  nor  Truth    to 
fpeak    well.  '  Or,     laftly,     the    great 
Reverence,  which   every  Body  bare  to 

his 
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his  Nephew    Sir  Philip   Sidneys   Me- 
mory* 

However,  after  his  Death,  came  out  a 
Poem,  called  Leicester's  Ghoft,  which,  not 
only  avers  all  the  Particulars,  which  are 
contain'd  in  thefe  Memoirs,  but  recites  di- 
vers other  things  which  feera  to  have  been 
Tranfacted  by  him,  fince  the  Writing  of 
thofe  Papers ;  and  though  that  Poem 
pretend  to  a  great  deal  of  Fairnefs  and 
Impartiality,  and  Cites  thefe  Memoirs, 
as  an  account  of  which  all  was  not  to  be 
received,  yet  it  is  (b  far  from  proving  a- 
ny  part  to  be  untrue,  that  it  does  in  a 
manner  vouch  every  thing  by  the  Repe- 
tition and  feigned  Confeffion  out  of  the 
Mouth  of  the  Ghoft  ;  however  it  feems 
a  fair  Proof,  that  this  Piece,  whether 
Written  impartially  or  nor,  was  the  Ge* 
nuine  Produ&  of  thefe  Times.  That 
Poem  appears  to  be  Written  not  long  af- 
ter the  Death  of  Queen  Elizabeth^  and 
to  Comprize  this  Hiftory,  to  which  the 
Poet  affects  the  Character  of  Impartial, 
as  appears  by  the  following  Lines* 

/  am  not  Partial,    hut  give  him  his 

(due9 
And  to  his  Soul  I  wijh  Eternal  Health  : 

a  3  Nor 
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tfer  Jo    I  thinks  all  Written  Tales    are 

{true 
That    are     htfcrteJ    in     his     Common* 

(wealth  : 
What  others  Wrote  lef ore,  I  ho  furvive, 
But  am  not   like    to  thofe  incensJ  with 

(Hate, 
An  J  I  as  plainly  Write,  fo  Jo  IJlrive 
To  Write  the  Truth,  k   not  wronging    his 

(Eft  ate  % 
Of  whom  it  may   he  faiJ,     an  J  cenfurJ 

(well, 
Tic  loth  in  Vice  an  J  Virtue  JiJ  excel. 

If  the  Poet's  Character  of  himfelf,  and 
his  own  Sincerity  be  true,  there  cannot 
be  a  greater  Juflification  of  thefe  Me- 
moirsi:  notwithftanding  he  does  not  be- 
lieve all  things  inferred  in  xm  be  true* 
For  if  he  did. believe  all  to  be  true,  that 
he  has  thought  fit  to  repear,  there  is  not 
a  material  Circumflance  of  any  Moment 
in  'cm,,  which  he  does  not  vouch. 

That  the  Author  of  thefe  VcFfes  was 
alive  in  the  time  of  Leicefter,  may  be 
argued,  not  only  from  the  old  Stile  and 
Manner,  but  by  that  Phrafe  in  the  Ver- 
ges here  cited  ;  /  dofurvive,    which  im- 
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ply's  Out-living,  a  Term  not  ufed  by,  or 
of,  Cotewporaries* 

From  hence  we  may  gather  how  lame- 
ly or  partially  the  Hiftory  vof  thsfe 
Times  have  been  Written,  and  may  fafe- 
ly  conclude,  that  with  properiGrains  of 
Allowance,  thefe  Memoirs,  by  whomfb* 
ever  Written,  are  no  contemptible  Piece 
of  Hiftory,  fince  they  give  us  light  into 
fuch  remarkable  Tranfa&ioas,  concer- 
ning which  we  had  been  abfolutely  in 
the  dark  without  'em. 

There  is  an  old  Bnglijb  Book,  Written 
about  the  time,  that  thefe  Memoirs  feem 
to  have  been,  which  now  patfes  through 
the  Hands  of  old  Women  and  Children 
only,  and  is  taken  for  a  pleafant  de* 
lightful  Tale*  but  is  by  wifer  Heads 
thought  to  be  an  Enigmatical  Hi  (lory  of 
the  Earl  of  Leicefier  and  his  Family, 
which  he  that  compares  with  thefe  Me- 
moirs, will  not  take  to  be  an  idle  Con- 
jecture ,  there  are  fo  many  Paflages  ^o 
eafily  illuftrable,  by  comparing  it  with 
thefe  Memoirs.  The  Book,  I  mean,  is  the 
Hifiory  of  Reynard  the  Fo%%  in  which 
the  Author,  not  daring  to  Write  his  Hi- 
ftory  plainly,  probably,  for  fear  of  bis 
Power,    has  fhadowed  his  Exploits  un- 

a  4  der 
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der  the  feigned  Adventures  and  Intrigues 
of  Brutes,  in  which,  not  only  the  Vio- 
lence and  Rapacioufnefs,  but  efpecially 
rhe  Craft  and  Diflimulation  of  the 
Earl  of  Leicejler  is  excellently  fet 
forth. 
]i  he  was  guilty  of  half  what  thcfe 
__  Memoirs  charge  him  with,  or  even  of 
what  Foreign  Hiftories  mention,  he  muft 
have  been  Mafter  of  greater   Cunning' 

\  than  any  Minifter,  that  this  Nation  has 

ever  produced,  either  before  or  fince  him, 
not  only  to  have  defended  himfelf;  but 
to  have  maintained  his  Power  and  Great- 
nefs  to  the  laft,  under  fuch  an  Accumu- 
lation of  exceflive  Guilt  and  Envy. 

The  exorbitant    Credit   and  Power 
which  this  Favourite  had  arrived  to  by 

:  Queen  Elizabeth,    had  been  fafBcient  to 

have  overthrown  and  ruined  at  any  time 
any  Man  of  lefs  ability  to  manage  it  than 
he,  and  his  Infolence  alone  would  have 

;  drawn  upon  him  fuch  a  powerful  weight 

of  Difgufl,  as  would  have  cruflied  any 
other  Ferfbn.  He  had  at  one  time  fo  in- 
tirely  Eflgrofled  the  Queen  to  himfelf, 
that  fcarce  any  body  had  Accefs  to  Her, 

I  none  received  apy  Favours  irom  Her,  but 

through  his  Means-     Her  Domefticks, 

Her 
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Her  Council,  and  generally  almoft  all 
Her  Officers  were  his  Creatures,  and  of 
his  raifing,  and  whoever  had  the  Cou- 
rage to  oppofe  or  thwart  his  Defigns, 
rarely  efcaped  his  Revenge,  of  which  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  the  Earl  of  SaJfeXj 
two  of  our  greatcft:  Noblemen  were 
mighty  Inftances.  On  this  Succefs  of 
Favour,  he  forfeited >  even  to  Riot ;  fo 
that  as  Mezeray  reports,  that  he  ufed  to 
make  it  his  Boaft  among  his  Friends, 
that  like  an  other  Vulcan,  he  had  taken 
the  Queen  in  Toils  unfeen,  and  would 
keep  her  in  a  fare,  though  invifihle  Pri- 
Jon.  This  mull  be  meant  of  the  Guard 
of  his  own  Creatures,  Spies  and  Depen- 
dants which  he  had  planted  about  Her, 
by  whom  he  hoped  to  manage  her  as  he 
pleafed ;  anAtcempt,howeveritfucceeded 
with  him,  has  been  fatal  to  almoft  ail 
that  have  ever  attempted  it  before  or  fince, 
either  in  this,  or  any  other  Country,  and 
can  fcarce  be  justified  in  any  Perfon  to 
Prudence,  who  has  no  defign  to  ufurp 
the  Sovereignty,  and  to  fix  it  in  him- 
felf  or  his  Family.  But  it  appears,  that 
the  Father  of  this  Man  attempted  to 
bring  the  Crown  into  his  Family,  by 
the  Match  which  he  made  between  the 
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Lady  fane  Gray  and  his  Eldeft  Son  the 
Lord  Guilford^  and  then  endeavouring  to 
fet  her  Title  up  againft  that  of  QueenMi- 
ry  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  which  Attempt 
coft  that  Lady  (otherwife  very  much  to 
be  bewailed)  himfelf  and  his  Son  their 
Heads  upon  a  Scaffold.  Thefe  Memoirs 
accufe  his  Son  of  the  fame  Defign,  tho* 
Providence  did  not  (ufler  his  Plot  to  ri- 
pen fo  far  as  his  Fathers.  Yet  it  fiiews 
that  Ambition(which  would  not  fufier  him 
to  take  warning  by  the  narrow  efciape  he 
had  from  his  Father's  Fate)  was  his  predd- 
inmate  Paffion,  and  that  he  dill  drove 
on  to  the  fame  End,  tho'  as  he  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  fo  brave,  fohe  ma- 
naged with  more  Caution,  which  perhaps 
was  his  Security. 

His  Ambition  however  hurried  him  on 
tothofe  things  (not  including  the  Blood 
wherewith  he  is  charged,  nor  his  double 
Marriage  with  the  Lady  Sheffeild  and 
the  Lady  Ejfex,  by  the  former  of  which 
his  Dependents  are  yet  alive)  which  have 
generally  been  fatal  to  Prefumptuous  Fa- 
vourites. 


Many 
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A£any  Inftances  might  be  produced  of 
Favourites,  who  without  being  charga- 
ble  with  any  great  Crime,  have  been  rui- 
ned by  their  own  InfolenceandPrefump- 
ption  only  Peircy  G*ve(ion,  the  two 
Spencer?*  and  even  Card  ina  I  Woolfey 
himfelf,  are  inftances  in  our  Hiftory,  not 
to  mention  any  latter. 

But  Monfieur  Le  Vaffor,  in  his  ex- 
cellent Hiftory  of  Lewis  the  13th  of 
France,  has  given  us  fuch  a  perfeft  in* 
fiance  of  the  danger  of  prefuming  fo  far 
upon  favour  in  the  Story  of  the  Maref- 
chal  D*  Ancre  and  his  Lady,  that  fcarce 
a  more  compleat  Example  can  be  fet  be- 
fore our  Eyes  of  the  Infufficience  of  Fa- 
vour, when  invidious  Power  is  infolent- 
ly  ufed,  and  thereby  Enemies  great,  nu- 
merous and  hearty  9  are  provoked  to 
humble  it. 

Thole  that  can  read  the  Original,  will 
find  there  a  Story,  as  inftru&ive,  and  as 
handfomly  told,  as  any  in  modern  Hifto* 
ry  and  Reflexions,  as  juft  thereupon.  He 
obferves,  that  want  of  Moderation  in 
Profperity  and  Prefuming  too  far  upon 
the  Favour  of  Mary  de  Medkis,  Queen 
Regent  of  France^  was  the  occafion  of 
their  F^uin,  as  that  Favour  had  been  of 
their  Rife.  ■  *    ■  -  Con* 
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Conchini,  having  married  a  Lady  of  the 
Bed-chamber  to  Mary  de  Medicis>  who 
was  her  Favourite  and  Confident,  was, 
through  the  Intereft  of  his  Wife  rais'd 
to  the  degree  oiMarefchal  oi  France,  and 
thence  by  means  of  his  Wife,  who  had 
an  abfolute  attendant  over  the  Spirit  of 
the  Queen,  to  be  prime  Minifter,  and  to 
difpofe  of  all  the  Governments  and  great 
Places  (of  which  that  Court  had  abun- 
dance) to  gain  Creatures  to  himfelf,  and 
to  draw  off  from  others  fuch  ufeful  In* 
ftruments  as  Preferment  could  gain. 
This  drew  upon  him  the  Envy  and  Ha- 
tred of  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  and 
other  great  Men,  who  had  in  Indignati- 
on, the  exceffive  Infolence  of  a  Man  Co 
fuddenly  and  fo  highly  raifed,  and  made 
them  joynagainft  him, even  to  the  uniting 
of  thofe,  who  in  every  thing  elfe  they 
had  feparate  Views  of.  They  had  in  vain 
tryed  to  abate  his  Power  with  the  Queen 
Regent,  but  that  proving  unfuccefsful,the 
attempt  only  raifed  his  Prefumption, 
and  made  him  contemn  his  Adverfaries ; 
and  being  irritated  with  their  oppoficion 
to  work  the  Queen  up  to  fuch  a  pitch 
of  Refentment,  as  to  arreft  the  Prince  of 

Qond$% 
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Conde,  the  firft  Prince  of  the  Blood,  and 
whofe  oppofition  he  mod  apprehended, 
and  to  clap  him  into  the  Bafiile  ;  which 
ftroke  (as  he  thought)  of  Security,  con- 
tributed perhaps  moft  to  his  Ruin*  For 
tho*  they  who  procured  \t  were  not  of 
that  Prince's  Party ;  yet  fuch  an  ex- 
traordinary ad:  of  Power  rendred  them 
fo  fearful  of  him,  that  they  thought  them- 
felves  not  fafe,  till  they  had  difpatched 
him-  This  was  done  by  Methods  fo  ex- 
traordinary and  unjuftifiable,  that  had  the 
Caufe  been  fufficient  to  have  warranted 
the  feeking  of  his  Deftru&ion,  the  means 
coud  never  have  been  defended  before 
an  impartial  Judge.  For  not  content  by 
Aflailination  to  have  taken  off  the  Maref- 
ckal)  they  formed  a  Procefs  againft  his 
Lad} \  and  having  brought  her  to  Tryal 
and  Sentence,  with  all  poffible  Circum- 
fiances  of  Ignominy,  an  Aggravation  of 
her  Affliction,  at  laft  took  off  her  Head, 
burnt  her  Body,  and  fcattered  her  Alhes 
in  the  Air.  The  Hifiorian  at  the  foot  of 
all  this  account  finds  nothing  real  to 
charge  either  of  them  with,  but  Avarice 
and  infolence,  all  the  reft  of  the  Accufa- 
tion,  on  which  their  Procefs  was  for m'd, 
being  manifeftly  either  forg'd  or  trifling, 

io 
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Co  that  it  appears  plainly^  that  unpopular 
Greatnefs  and  Infolence  brought  them  to 
an  end,  which  they  had,  not  for  any  at* 
tempt  againft  the  State  deferved.  The 
Hiftorian  difcharges  them  from  any  fuch 
Guil^and  thinks  that  their  difplacing  great 
Menfo  freely,  to  make  room  for  their  own 
Creatures  and  Dependants  was  their  crime, 
upon  which  he  makes  the  following  Re- 
marks. Si  \efi  Ea  un  crime  cf  Etat,  il 
faut  couper  deformais  la  iete  a  tous  les  Fa- 
vorisy  a  tous  les  Mini/Ires,  a  tous  ceux  qui 
ont  du  Credit j  a  la  Coury  C'  e(l  un  edrange 
defordre  a  la  Verity  que  des  Gens  Eloign* 
ent  ou  privent  des  Emploispar  des  Intrigues* 
et  fouvent  par  des  noire s  Calomnies  ceux 
qui  fervent,  on  qui  pouroient  fervir  utile- 
went  la  Patrie  :  Mais  comment  /'  empecbe* 
rez  v   ous  ? 

This  is  an  unfuccefsful  unfortunate  In- 
ftanceof  that  which  the  Eatl  of  Leicefter's 
great  dexterity  carried  him  triumphantly 
through. 

But  whether  his  Fortune  be  more  in- 
viting than  the  mifcarriages  of  fo  many 
others  (under  ]eis  obnoxious  Circumftan- 
ces)  arc  forbidding,  is  a  matter  of  fo  nice 
Speculation,  that  Fear  or  Ambition  will 
probably  over-rule  the  Confideration  in 

tbofe, 
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thofe,  that  may  at  any  time  be  laid  by 
Fortune,  under  the  like  Temptation* 
However,  thefe  Papers  fuppiy  a  great 
Chafm  in  our  Hiftory,  and  for  that  they 
are  recommended  to  your  Reading,  who 
have  your  Liberty  to  believe  of  the  Fact, 
as  you  are  convine'd.  The  reft  of  his 
Hiftory  is  not  worth  extracting,  and  it  is 
time  to  ask  yotir  Pardon  from 


Tour  humlle  Servant, 
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f.T>, 


In  fe#  Days  voiU  he  PukiJheJ. 

IHE  Souffe  of  our  Prefent  Fears  Difco- 
ver'd  v  or,  Plain  Proof  of  fome  late  De- 
figns  againft  our  prefent  Cflftitution 
and  Government;  containing,  Remarks  on  fome 
Dangerous  Libels  and  Pamphlets,  published  of 
late  •,  Written  by  the  Author  of  TheHiftary  of 
the  laft  Parliament,  Price  i  s. 

tfewly  PubliJheJ* 

CErtanleri  Epiftolare^  or,  Eight  Letters  be- 
tween an  Attorney  at  Law,  and  a  dead  Par- 
fon  :  The  Third  and  laft  Letter  of  News  from 
Joe  Haines  of  Merry  Memory,  to  his  Friends  at 
Will's  Coffee- Houfe  in  Convent  Garden  •,  being 
a  Supplement  to  the  Second  Part  of  Letters  from 
the  Dead  to  the  Living,  by  Mr.  Tho.  Brown  ; 
never  before  Printed.  With  a  Colle&ion  of 
Letters  on  Entertaining  Subjefts,  fele&ed  out 
of  the  moft  celebrated  Authors ,  both  ancient 
and  modern  •,  Tranflated  into  Englifb,  with  large 
Improvements,  and  Original  Letters  adapted  to 
the  H  umour  of  the  prefent  Times.  The  whole 
Volume  by  Mr,  Tho.  Brown. 

Lately  Vullifbedy 

AN  EfTay  on  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
i  Sold  by  B.  Bragg  at  the  Blew-ball  in  Ave^ 
mary  Lane. 


THE 


THE 

INTRODUCTION 

O  F    T  H  E 

Conference 

NO  T  long  before  lafl  Chriflmas,  / 
was  reyuefled  by  a  Letter  from  a 

very  Worfhipful  Grave  Gentleman  (whofe 
Son  was  my  Pupil  in  Cambridge)  to 
repair  with  my  faid  Scholar  to  a  cer- 
tain Houfe  of  his  near  London*  and 
there  to  pafs  over  the  Holy- days  in  his 
Company,  for  that  it  was  determined  that 
in  Hillary  Term  following  his  faid  Son 
fhould  he  placed  in  fome  Inn  of  Chancery, 
to  follow  the  Study  of  the  Common  Law, 
and  fo  to  leave  the  Univerficy.  this  Re- 
quefl  was  grateful  unto  me9  loth  in  refpect 
of  the  Time,  and  alfo  of  the  Matter,  but  e- 
fpecially  of  the  Company  :  For  that  as  I 
love  the  young  Gentleman  my  Pupil  much 
for  his  Towardnefs  in  Religion^    Learning 

B  and 
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and  Vertue,  fo  much  more  do  1  Reverence 
his  Father,  for  the  riper  Pojfefion  of  the 
fame  Ornaments,  and  jor  his  great  Wifdom, 
Experience  and  Grave  Judgment  in  the  Af- 
fairs of  the  World  that  do  occur  *  hut  name- 
ly, touching  our  own  Country,  wherein  tru- 
ly J  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  any  Man 
in  my  life  difcourfe  more  fuhjlantially,   in* 
differently,    and  with  lefs  Taffion,    more 
hove  and  Fidelity  than  I  have  heard  him  : 
Which  was  thecaufe  that  J  took  fingular  de- 
light to  he  in  his  Company,  andrefufed  no  oc- 
afion  to  enjoy  the  fame  ;  which  alfo  he  per- 
ceiving, dealt  more  openly  and  confidently 
With  mejhan  with  many  other  ofhisFriends, 
as  by  the  Relation  foBovoingmay  well  appear. 
When  1  came  to  the  aforefaid  Houfe  by 
London,  /  found  there  among  other  Friends 
an  ancient  Man  that  profeffed  the  Law, 
and  was  come  from  London  to  keep  his 
Chriftmas   in  that  Place,   with  whom  at 
divers  former  times  I  had  been  well  ac- 
quainted, for  that  he  had  haunted  much  the 
Company  of  the  faid  Gentleman  my  Friend* 

and 
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and  was  much  trufled  and  ufed  by   him  in 
Matters  of  his  Profeffion,  and  not  a  little 
beloved alfo  for  his  good  Converfation,  not- 
ivith/landingfome  difference  in  Religion  al- 
fo between  us.     For  albeit  this  Lawyer 
was  inclined  to  be  a  Papift,  yet  was  it  with 
fuch  Moderation  and  Rtfervation  of  his  Du- 
ty towards  his  Prince,  Country    and  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  fame,  as  he  feemed  always 
to  give  full  Satisfaction  in  this  Point  to  us 
that  were  of  a  contrary  Opinion  :     Neither 
did  he  let  to  protefl  oftentimes  with  great 
Affetlion,   that  as  he  had  many  Friends 
and  Kinsfolks  of  contrary  Religion  to  him- 
felf,  yet  did  he  love  them  never  the  lefsfor 
their  different  Confciencesy    but  leaving  it 
to  God  was  defirous  to  do  them  any  Service 
or  Friend fhip  he  could,  with  all  Affettion, 
Zeal  and  Fidelity.     Neither  was  he  wil- 
ful or  obftinate  in  his  Opinion,  and  much 
lefs  reproachful  in  Speech  {as  many  of  them 
be)  but  was  content  to  hear  whaifoever  we 
fhould  fay  to  the  contrary  {as  often  we  did) 
and  to  read  any  Booh  alfo  that  we  delivered 

B  z  him 


The  Intfodudion. 

hirt  for  his  Inftruflion,  which  Temperate  Be* 
haviour  induced  this  Gentleman  and  me  to 
affeft  the  more  his  Company,  and  to  dif- 
courfe    as   freely  with  him  in  all  Occur- 

renceSj    as  if  he  had  leen    of  our  Reli* 

■ 

gjotf. 
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O  F 


Earl    of   Leice/ler, 

Prime  Minifter  and  Favorite 

o  F 

Queen  Elizabeth. 

ON  E  Day  then  of  the  Chriflmas,  we 
three  retiring  our  felves  after  Dinner 
into  a  long  Gallery  for  our  Recreation  (as  of- 
ten as  we  were  acpuftomed  to  do,  when  o- 
thers  went  to  Cards,  and  other  Paftimes) 
this  Lawyer  by  chance  had  in  his  haftd  a  lit- 
tle Book  then  newly  fet  forth,  containing,  A  ,  , 

Defence  of  the  Fublick  Juftice  done  of  late  in  ^qj°C€  °* 
England  upon  divers  Priefts  and  other  Papifts 
for  Treafon.  Which  Book  the  Lawyer  had 
read  to  himfelfa  little  before,  and  was  now 
putting  it  up  into  his  Pocket :  But  the  Gen- 
tleman, my  Friend,  who  had  read  over  the 

B  3  fam§ 
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fame  once  or  twice  before  in  my  Company, 
would  needs  take  the  fame  into  his  hands  a- 
gain,  and  asked  the  Lawyer  his  Judgment  up- 
on the  Book. 

The  Lawyer  anfwered,  that  it  was  not  ill 
Penned  in  his  Opinion,  to  prove  the  guilti- 
nefs  of  fome  Perfons  therein  named  in  par- 
ticular, as  alfo  to  perfwade  in  general,  That 
^  thePapifts,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  who 
*-*  meddle  fo  earneftly  with  Defence  and  In- 
creafe  of  their  Religion,  do  cenfequently 
wifh  and  labour  iome  Change  in  the  Eftate ; 
but  yet  whether  fo  far  forth,  and  in  fo  deep 
a  degree  of  proper  Treafon,  as  here  in  this 
Book,  both  in  General  and  Particular  is  pre- 
fumed  and  inforced,  that  (quoth  he)  is  fome- 
what  hard  I  ween  for  you  or  me  (in  refpeft  of 
fome  other  difference  betwixt  us )  to  judge  or 
difcern  with  indifferency. 

Nay,  truly  (faid  the  Geutleman)  for  my 
part  I  think  not  fo }  for  that  Treafon  is  Trea- 
fon in  what  Religion  foever,  and  for  my  felf, 
I  protefl  that  I  bear  the  honefl  Papift  (if 
there  be  any)  no  Malice  for  his  deceived 
Confcience,  whereof  among  others,  your 
felfcanJ)ea  Witnefs^  marry  his  Practices  a- 
gainfl:  the  State  I  cannot  in  any  wife  digeft ; 
and  much  lefsmaythe  Common- wealth  bear 
the  fame  whereof  we  all  depend,  being  a  Sin 
of  all  other  the  moft  heinous,  and  leaft  par- 
donable: And  therefore  feeing  in  this  you 
grant  the  Pafifi  both  in  general  abroad  and 
at  home,  and  in  particular  fuch  as  are  Con- 
demned, Executed,  and  named  in  this  Book 
to  be  guilty,  how  can  you  insinuate  as  you  do, 

that 
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that  there  is  more  prefumed  and  inforced  up- 
on them  by  this  Book,  than  there  is  juft  caufe 
to  do. 

Good  Sir  (faid  the  Lawyer)    I  ftand  not 
here  to  examin  the  Deeds  of  my  Superiors, 
or  to  defend  the  Guilty,  but  wifh  heartily  ra- 
ther their  Punifhmentthat  have  defervedthe 
fame.    Only  this  I  fay  for  the  Explanation  of 
my  former  Speech,   that  Men  of  a  different 
Religion  from  the  State  wherein  they  live, 
may  be  faid  to  deal  againft  the  State  in  two 
forts :    The  one  by  dealing  for  the  lncreafe  Two  forts 
of  their  faid  different  Religion,    which  is  al-  Gf  De^* 
ways  either  dire&ly  or  indireftly  againft  the  w&*r  , 
State  :  Dire&ly,  whea  the  faid  Religion  con-§^  '  r 
taineth  any  Point  or  Article  dire&ly  impug- 
ning the  faid  State,  as  perhaps  you  will  fay,  &ire& 
that  the  Roman  Religion  doth  againft  the 
State  now  prefent  in  England  in  the  Point  of 
Supremacy.    And  indire&ly,  for  every  diffe-    "& 
rent  Religion  divideth  in  a  fort,  and  draw-  indirc$. 
eth  from   the  State:     In  that  there  i$  no 
Man,   who  in  his  heart  would  not  wifh  to 
have  the  chief   Governor  and  State  to  be 
of  his  Religion  if  he  could,  and  confequent- 
ly   mifliketh  the  other   in  refpeft  of  that: 
And  in  this  kind,not  only  thofe  whom  you  call 
finfie  Papijis  in  England^  but  alfo  thofe  whom 
we  call  Hot  Puritans  among  you  (whofe  dif- 
ference from  the  State,  efpecially  in  Matters 
of  Government  is  very  well  known)  may  be 
called  all  Traytors  in  my  Opinion  :    For  that 
every  one  of  thefe  indeed  do  labour  indi- 
rectly (if  not  morej  againft  the  State,  in  how 
much  foever  each  one  endeauoureth  to  in-    ■tt 
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creafe  his  Tarty  or  FaBion,    that  defireth  a 

Governor  of  his  own  Religion. 

And  in  this  Cafe  alfo  are  the  Protefiants  in 

ffubteSs^^^  anc*  ^an^€YS  under  Catholick  Princes 
in  a  "state  an(*  Calvinifts  (as  they  are  called)  under  the 
J  of  differemDuke  of  Saxony,    who  is  a  Lutheran,  theZ,#- 

EfHgion.  theransxm&sx  C^^/re  that  favoureth  the  G*/- 
vinifts^  the  Grecians  and  other  Chriflians  un- 
der the  Emperor  of  Constantinople,  under  the 
S<?/%,  under  the  Great  C^wz  of  Tartar?, 
and  other  Princes  that  agree  not  with  them 
|  in  Religion.    All  which  Subje&s  do  wifh  (no 

doubt)  in  their  Hearts,  that  they  had  a  Prince 
and  State  of  their  own  Religion  inftead  of 
I;  him  which  now  go  verneth  them,   and  conse- 

quently in  this  firft  Senfe,  they  may  be  called 
all  Traytors,  and  every  A&  they  do  for  Ad- 
vancement of  their  faid  different  Religion 
("dividing  between  the  State  and  them)  ten- 
deth  to  Treafon,  which  their  Princes  fup- 
pofing,  do  fometimes  make  divers  of  their 
A&s  Treafonable,  or  Punifhable  for  Treafon : 
But  yet  as  long  as  they  break  not  forth  into 
the  fecond  kind  of  Treafon,  which  contain- 
ed fome  a&uarAttempt,  or  Treaty  againfl 
the  Life  of  the  Prince  or  the  State  by  Rebel- 
lion, or  othertoife,  we  do  not  properly  con- 
condemn  them  for  Traytors,  though  they 
do  fbme  Afts  of  their  Religion,  made'Trea- 
fon  by  the  Princes  Laws,  who  is  of  a  diffe- 
rent Faith. 

And  To  to  apply  this  to  my  purpofe,  I 

think,    Sir,  in  good  fcoth,   that  in  the  firft 

£**      kiqd  of  Treafon,  as  well  the  Zealous  Papifts^ 

as  alfo  the  Hot  Puritans  in  England  may  well 

be 
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be  called  and  proved  Traytors :  But  in  the 
fecondfort  (whereof  we  fpeak  properly  at 
this  time)  it  cannot  be  fo  precifely  anfwered, 
for  that  there  may  be  both  guilty  and  guilt- 
lefs  in  each  Religion  \  and  as  I  cannot  excufe 
all  Puritans  in  this  Point,  fo  you  cannot  con- 
demn all  Papifts,  as  long  as  you  take,  me  and 
fome  others  to  be  as  we  are. 

I  grant  your  Diftin&ions  of  Treafon  to 
be  true  (faid  the  Gentleman  J  as  alfo  your  Ap- 
plication thereof  to  the  Papfts  and  Puritans^ 
(as  you  call  them)  not  to  want  Reafon,  if 
there  be  any  of  them  that  miflike  the  prefent 
State,  as  perhaps  there  be.  Although  for 
my  part  I  do  think  thefe  two  kinds  of  Trea- 
fons  which  you  have  put  down  to  be  rather 
divers  Degrees  than  divers  kinds  •,  wherein  I 
will  refer  me  to  the  Judgment  of  our  Cam- 
bridge Friend  here  prefent }  whofe  Skill  is 
more  in  Logical  Diftin&ions  :  But  yet  my 
Reafon  is  this,  that  indeed  the  one  is  but  a 
flep  or  degree  unto  the  other,  not  differing 
in  Nature,  but  rather  in  Time, '  Ability  and 
Opportunity,  For  if  (as  in  the  former  Ex- 
amples you  have  fliewedj  the  Grecians  under 
the  Turk,  and  other  Chriftians  under  Erinces 
of  a  differeflt  Religion  \  and  as  alfo  the  Papfis 
and  Puritans  (as  you  term  them)  in  England^ 
(for  this  word  fhall  pafs  between  us  for  di- 
ftin&ion  fake)  have  fuch  Alienation  of  Mind 
for  their  prefent  Regiment,  and  do  covet  fo 
much  a  Governor  and  State  of  their  own  Reli- 
gion, then  no  doubt  they  are  alfo  refolved  to 
imploy  their  Forces  for  accomplifliing  and 
fringing  about  their  Defires,  if  they  had  op- 

por-, 


I 


10  Secret  Memoirs. 

0 

portunity  -9   and  fo  being  now  in  the  firft 
Degree  or  Kind  of  Treafon,   do  want  but 
Occafion  or  Ability  to  break  into  thefecond. 
True,  Sir  (faid  the  Lawyer)  if  there  be  no^ 
other  Caufe  nor  Circumftance  that  may  with- 
hold them. 
And  what  Caufe  or  Circumftance,   I  pray 
£r*      you,  ^faid  the  Gentleman)  may  keep  them, 
when  they  fhall  have  Ability  and  Opportuni- 
ty to  do  a  thing  which  they  fo  much  defire. 
Divers  Caufes  (quoth  the  Lawyer)  but  efpeci- 
ally,  and  above  all  other  (if  it  be  at  home  in 
Feir  0c    their  own  Country)  the  fear  of  Servitude  un- 
Forreign    der  Foreign  Nations  may  reftrain  them  from 
oppreflion,  fuch  Attempts    as  we  fee  in  Germany ,    that 
tnaketb       both  the  Catholich  and  the  Protectants  would 
lime  dt    )oin  t0Sether  againfl:  any  Stranger  that  fhould 
offer  Danger  to  their  Liberty }  and  fo  they 
did  againfl:  Charles  the  yh.     And  in  Trance^ 
not  long  ago,  albeit,  the  Proteftants  were  up 
in  Arms  againfl:  their  King,   and  could  have 
been  content  by  the  help  of  us  in  England  to 
have  put  him  down,   and  placed  another  of 
their  own  Religion  :    Yet  when  they  faw  u$ 
once  feized  of  New-haven^  and  fo  like  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Recovery  of  fome  part  of  our 
States  on  that  fide  the  Sea    they  quickly  join- 
ed with  their  own  Catholich  again  to  expel 
us. 

In  Flanders  likewife  though  Monfienr  were 
called  thither  by  the  Proteftants^  efpecially 
for  the  Defence  of  their  Religion  againfl:  the 
Spaniards  :  Yet  we  fee  how  dainty  divers 
great  and  chief  Protejtants  of  Antwerp ,  Gaunt 

and 
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and  Bruges,  were  fo  foon  as  they  put  them  in 
the  leaft  Fear  of  Subje&ion  to  the  French. 

And  as  for  Portugal,  I  have  heard  fome  of 
the  chiefeft  Catholicks  amongft  them  fay  in  this 
laft  Contention  about  their  Kingdom,  that 
rather  than  they  would  fuffer  the  Caftillian  to 
come  in  upon  them,  they  would  be  content 
to  admit  whatfoever  Aids  of  a  contrary  Reli- 
gion to*  themfelves,  or  to  adventure  whatfoe- 
ver Alteration  in  Religion,  or  other  Incon- 
venience might  befal  them  by  that  means,  ra- 
ther than  indanger  their  Subje&ion  to  their 
Ambitious  Neighbour. 

The  like  is  reported  in  divers  Hiftories  of 
the  Grecians  at  this  day,  who  do  hate  fo  much  The  olim- 
the  Name  and  Dominion  of  the  Latins,    astredofjbs 
they  had  rather  to  endure  all  the  Miferies  E.aft  Gr7- 
which  daily  they  fuffer  under  the  Turk  for  $5  La!* 
their  Religion,  then  by  calling  for  Aid  from  tins. 
the  Weft  to  hazard  their  Subjection  to  the  faid 
Latins.    So  that  you  fee  by  thefe  Examples, 
that  Fear  and  Horror  of  External  Subje&ion, 
may  flay  Men  ki  all  States,  and  confequently, 
both  Papifts  and  Puritans  in   the  State  of  Eng- 
land, from  pafling  to  the  fecond  kind  or  de- 
gree of  Treafon,  albeit,  they  were  never  fo 
deep  in  the  firft,    and  bad    both   Ability, 
Time,    Will  and  Opportunity  for  the  other. 

Here  I  prefumed  to  interrupt  their  Speech, 
and  faid,  that  this  feemed  unto  me  moft  clear, 
and  that  now  I  underftood  what  the  Lawyer 
meant  before,  when  he  affirmed,  that  albeit, 
the  moft  part  of  Papifts  in  general  might  be 
faifi  to  deal  againft  the  State  of  England  at 
this  day,    in  that  they  deal  fo  earneflly  for 

the 
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fthe  Maintenance  and  Increafe  pf  their  Reli- 
gion, and  fo  to  incur  fome  kind  of  Treafon, 
yet  perhaps  not  fo  far  forth,  nor  in  fo  deep 
a  degree  of  proper  Treafon,  as  in  this  Book 
is  prefumed  or  inforced,  though  for  my  part, 
(faid  I)  I  do  not  fee  that  the  Book  prefumeth 
or  inforceth  all  Papifis  in  general  to  be  pro- 
perly Tray  tors,  but  only  fuchas  in  particular 
are  therein  named,   or  that  are  by  Law  AN 
tainted,  Condemned  or  Excluded  j  and  what 
will  you  fay  to  thofe  in  particular  (quoth  I.) 
Surely  (anfwered  the  Lawyer*)  I  muft  fay  of 
thofe  much  after  the  manner  which  I  fpakc 
before,  that  fome  here  named  in  this  Book 
are  openly  known  to  have  been  in  the  fecond 
degree  or  kind  of  Treafon,    as  Wefimerland^ 
Norton^  SannderS)  and  the  like :     But  divers 
others  (namely,    the  Priefls  and  Seminaries^ 
which  of  late  have  fufFered)  by  fo  much  as  I 
could  fee  delivered  and  pleaded  at  their  Ar- 
raignments, or  heard  protefted  by  them  at 
their  Deaths,  or  gather  by  Reafon,  or  Dif- 
courfe  by  my  felf  (for  that  no  Foreign  Prince, 
or  wife  Counfellor  would  ever   commit  fo 
great  Matters  of  State  to  fuch  InftrumeAts  J 
|  cannot,  I  lay,  but  thinle   that  to  the  Wife 
of  our  State  that  had  the  doing  of  this  Bufi- 
liefs,  the  firft  Degree  of  Treafon  (wherein, 
no  doubt  they  were)  was  fufficient  to  difpatch 
and  make  them  away,  cfpecially  in  fuch  fuf- 
picious  Times  as  thefe  are,    and  to  the  end 
that  being  hanged  for  the  firft  they  Ihould  ne- 
ver be  in  danger  to  fall  into  the  fecond,  nor 
to  draw  other  Men  to  the  fame,  which  per- 
haps was  molt  of  all  mifdoubted. 
'  After 
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After  the  Lawyer  had  fpoken  this,  1  held 
my  Peace  to  hear  what  the  Gentleman  would 
anfwer,  who  walked  up  and  down  two 
whole  turns  in  the  Gallery  without  yielding 
any  word  again,  and  then  ftaying,  upon  th£ 
fuddain  caft  his  Eyes  fadly  upon  us  both,  and 
faid. 

My  Matters,  howfoever  this  be,  which  in* 
deed  appertaineth  not  unto  us  to  difcover  or 
judge  of,  but  rather  to  perfwade  our  felves, 
that  the  State  hath  reafon  to  do  as  it  doth, 
and  that  it  muft  oftentimes  as  well* prevent 
Inconveniences  as  remedy  the  fame,  when 
they  are  happened  :  Yet  f6r  my  part,  1  muft 
confefs  unto  you,  that  upon  fome  Confidera- 
tions  which  ufe  to  come  unto  my  mind,  I 
take  no  Fmall  Grief  of  the  Differences  amongft 
us  (which  you  term  divers  and  different  Re- 
ligions)for  which  we  are  driven  of  neceflity  to 
ufe  Discipline  towards  divers,  who  poffibly 
other  wife  would  be  no  great  Malefa&ors.  I 
know  the  caufe  of  this  Difference  is  ground- 
ed upon  a  Principle  not  too  eafie  to  cure, 
which  is  the  Judgment  and  Confcience  of  a 
Man,  whereunto  obeyeth  at  length  his  Will 
and  Affe&ion,  howfoever  he  may  for  a  time 
otherwife  difTemble  outwardly  :  I  remember 
your  Speech  before  of  the  doubtful  and  dan- 
gerous Inclination  of  thofe  who  live  difcon- 
tented  in  a  State  of  a  different  Religion  espe- 
cially, when  either  indeed,  or  in  their  own 
Conceits  they  are  hardly  dealt  withal,  and 
where  every  Man's  particular  Punifhment  is 
taken  to  reach  to  the  Caufe  of  the  whole. 

•  lam 
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I  am  not  ignorant  how  that  Mifery  pro- 
cure^! Amity,  and  the  Opinion  of  Calamity 
moveth  Affe&ion  of  Mercy  and  Companion, 
even  towards  the  Wicked.  The  better  For- 
tune is  always  fubjedt  to  Envy,  and  he  that 
fuficreth  is  thought  to  have  the  better  Caufe. 
My  Experience  of  the  divers  Reigns  and  Pro- 
ceedings of  King  Edward^  Queen  Mary,  and 
of  this  our  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign  hath 
taught  me  not  a  little  touching  the  Sequel  of 
theft  Affairs.  And  finally,  my  good  Friends, 
I  muft  tell  you  plain  (quoth  he  and  this  he 
fpake  with  great  Afleveration)  that  I  could 
wifh  with  all  my  heart,  that  either  thofe 
Differences  were  not  amongft  us  at  all,  or  elfe 
that  they  were  fo  temperately  on  all  Parts  pur- 
fued,  as  the  Common  State  of  our  Country , 
the  BlefTed  Reign  of  Her  Majefty,  and  the 
Common  Caufe  of  true  Religion,  were  not 

indangered  thereby  :    But  now -and 

there  he  brake  oflfand  turn'd  afide- 

The  Lawyer  feeing  him  hold  his  Peace  and 
departed,  he  ftepped  after  him,  and  taking 
him  by  the  Gown,  faid  merrily,  Sir,  all.  Men 
are  not  of  your  Complexion,  forne  are  of 
more  quick  and  ftirring  Spirits,  and  do  love 
to  Fifh  in  Water  that  is  troubled,  for  that 
they  do  participate  the  Black- moors  Humour 
that  dwells  in  Guinea  •,  whereof  I  fuppofe 
you  have  heard  and  feen  in  this  Land,  whofe 
Exercife  at  home  is  fas  fome  write)  the  one  to 
hunt,  catch  andfeek  jthe  other,  and  always 
the  ftronger  to  make  Money  of  the  weaker 
for  the  time.  But  now  if  in  England  we 
fhould  live  in  Peace  and  Unity  of  the  State  as 

they 
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they  do  in  G*m*ny,  notwithfhnding  thefe 
Differences  of  Religion,  and  that  the  one 
Ihould  not  prey  upon  the  other,  then  fhould 
the  great  Faulcons  for  the  Field,  (1  mean  the 
Favourites  of  the  Time)  fail  whereon  to 
feed,  which  were  an  Inconvenience  as  you 
know. 

Truly,  Sir,  faid  the  Gentleman  I  think  you  «£* 
rove  nearer  the  Mark  than  you  are  aware.  For 
if  I  be  not  deceived  the  very  ground  of  much 
of  thefe  Broils  whereof  we  talk  is  but  a  very 
Prey,  not  in  the  Mind  of  the  Prince  or  State, 
whofe  Intentions,  no  doubt  be  moft  jufl:  and 
holy,  but  in  the  greedy  imagination,  or  fub- 
til  Conceit  of  him,  who  at  this  prefent,  in  re- 
fpe<a  of  our  Sins,  is  permitted  by  God  to  ty- 
rannife  both  Prince  and  State  \  and  being  him- 
felf  of  no  Religion,  feedeth  notwithftanding 
upon  our  Differences  in  Religion,  to  the  fat- 
ting of  himfelf,  and  the  Ruin  of  the  Realm. 
For  whereas  by  the  common  Diftin&ion  now 
received  in  Speech,  there  are  three  notable 
Differences  of  Religion  in  the  Land,  the  two 
Extreams  whereof  are  the  Tapifis  and  the  P/*- 
titan,  and  the  Religious  Froteflant  obtaining 
the  Mean,  this  Fellow  being  of  neither, 
maketh  his  Gain  of  all :  And  as  he  feeketh 
a  Kingdom  by  the  one  Extream,  and  fpoil  by 
the  other,  fo  he  ufeth  the  Authority  of  the 
third?  to  compafs  the  firfl  two,  and  the  Coun- 
termine of  each  to  the  Overthrow  of  all 
three. 

To  this  I  anfwered,  in  good  footh*  Sir,  I 
fee  now  where  you  are,  you  are  fallen  into  the 
common  place  of  all  our  ordinary  Talk  and 

Con- 
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Conference  in  the  Vniverfity.    For  I  know 

I  that  you  mean  my  Lord  of  Lacefier,   who  is 

the  Subjed  of  all  pleafant  Difcourfes  at  this 
Day  throughout  the  Realm. 

Not  fo  pleafant  as  pitiful  (angered  the 
Gentleman)  if  all  Matters  and  Circumftances 
were  well  confidered,  except  any  Man  take 
pleafure  to  jeft  at  our  own  Miferies,  which 
are  like  to  be  greater  by  his  Iniquity  (if  God 
avert  it  not)  than  by  all  the  Wickednefs  of 
Endand  befides,  he  being  the  Man  that  by 
all  probability  is  like  to  be  the  Bane  and  fatal 
1  Deftiny  of  our  State,   with  the  Averfion  of 

true  Religion,  whereof  by  indirect  Means  he 
is  the  greateft  Enemy  that  the  Land  doth  nou. 

rim. 

Now?  verily  (quoth  the  Lawyer)  if  you  fay 
thus  much  for  the  Troteftants  Opinion  of  him, 
what  ihall  I  fay  for  his  Merits  towards  the 
Papifts:  Who  for  as  much  as  I  can  perceive 
do  take  themfelves  little  beholding  unto 
him,  albeit  for  bis  Gain  he  was  fome  Years, 
their  fecret  Friend  againft  you,  until  by  his 
Friends  he  was  perfwaded  (and  chiefly  by 
the  Lord  North  by  way  of  Policy,  as  the  faid 
Lord  boafteth  in  hope  of  greater  Gain)  to 
ftep  over  to  the  Puritans  againft  us  both,, 
whom,  notwithstanding  it  is  probable,  that  he 
loveth  as  much  as  he  doth  the  reft. 

You  know  the  Bear's  Ixwe  (faid  the  Gen- 
tleman) which  is  all  for  his  own  Paunch,  and 
this  Bear-whelp  turneth  all  to  his  own  Com- 
modity, and  for  greedinels  thereof  will  over- 
tnrn  all  if  he  be  not  flopped  or  muzled  in 

tbne'  '        .         And 
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And  furely  unto  me  it  is  a  ftrange  Specula* 
tion,  whereof  I  cannot  pick  out  the  reafon 
(but  only  that  I  do  attribute  it  unto  the  juffc 
Punifhmentof  God  for  our  Sins)  that  in  fo 
Wife  and  Vigilant  a  State  as  ours  is,  and  in 
a  Country  fo  well  acquainted,  and  beaten 
with  fuch  Dangers,  a  Man  of  fuch  a  Spi- 
rit as  he  is  known  to  be,  of  fo  extream 
Ambition,  Pride,  Falfhood  and  Treachery^ 
fo  born,  fo  bred  up,  fo  nulled  in  Treafons 
from  his  Infancy,  defcending  of  a  Tribe  of 
Traitors,  and  Flefhed  in  Gonfpiracies  againft 
the  Royal  Blood  of  King  Henry's  Children  in 
his  tender  Years,  and  exercifed  ever  fince  in 
Drifts  the  fame,  by  the  Blood  and  Ruin  of 
divers  others,  a  Man  fo  well  known  to  bear 
Secret  Malice  againft  Her  Ma  jefty,  forCaufes 
Irrecohcileable,  arid  raoft  deadly  Gancor  a- 
gainft  the  belt  and  wifeft  Counfellors  of  her 
Highnefs  :  That  fuch  a  one,  I  fay,  fo  hate- 
ful to  God  and  Man,  and  fo  markable  to  the 
iimpleft  Subjeftsof  this  Land  by  the  Publick 
Enfigns  of  his  Traiterous  Purpofe,  Ihould  be 
fuffered  fo  many  Years  without  Check  to  af- 
pire  to  Tyranny  by  moft  manifeft  Ways,  and 
to  polfefs  himfelf  (as  now  he  hath  done)  of 
Court,  Counfel  and  Country  without  Con-> 
troulment,  fo  that  nothing  wanteth  to  him 
but  only  his  Pleafure,  the  Day  already  con- 
ceived in  his  Mind  to  difpofe  as  he  lift,  both 
df  Prince,  Crown,  Realm  and  Religion. 

It  is  much  truly  (quoth  I)  that  you  fayf 
and  it  miniftreth  not  a  little  Mervail  unto 
many,  whereof  your  Worfliip  is  not  thefirfh, 
nor  the  tenth  Perfon  of  Account,  whkhl 
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Kf"  have  heard  difcourfe  and  complain :  But  what 
.  fhall  we  fay  hereunto  •,  there  is  no  Man,  that 
afcribes  not  this  unto  the  Angular  Benignity 
and  moft  Bountiful  Nature  of  Her  Majefty, 
who  meafuring  other  Men  by  her  own  Heroi- 
cal  and  Prince-like  Sincerity,  cannot  eafily 
fufpeft  a  Man  fo  much  bounden  unto  Her 
Grace  as  he  is,  nor  remove  Her  Confidence 
from  the  Place  where  She  heaped  fo  infinite 
Benefits. 

No  doubt  (faid  the  Gentleman)  but  this 
Gracious  and  Sweet  Difpofition  of  Her  Ma- 
jefly  is  the  true  Original  Caufe  thereof: 
Which  Princely  Difpofition,  as  in  Her  High- 
nefs  it  deferveth  all  rare  Commendations, 
fo  lieth  the  fame  open  to  many  Dangers  of- 
tentimes, when  fo  benign  a  Nature  meeteth 
with  Ingrate  and  Ambitious  Perfons :  Which 
Obfervatioii  perhaps  moved  Her  Maje- 
fties  Moft  Noble  Grandfather  and  Father 
(two  Renowned  Wife  Princes)  to  withdraw 
fometimes  upon  the  fuddain  their  great  Fa- 
vour from  certain  Subje&s  of  high  Eftate. 
And  Her  Ma}efty  may  ufe  her  own  moft  Ex- 
cellent Wifdom  and  Memory,  and  call  to 
mind  ■  the  manifold  Examples,  and  perilous 
Haps  fallen  to  divers  Princes  by  too  much 
Confidence  in  obliged  Proditors  with  whom 
the  name  of  a  Kingdom  weigheth  more  than 
all  the  Duty,  Obligation,  Honeftyor  Nature 
in  the  World.  Would  God  Her  Majefty 
could  fee  the  continual  Fears  that  be  in  Her 
Faithful  Subje&'s  Hearts,  whilft  that  Man  is  a- 
bout  Her  Noble  Perfon,  fo  well  able  and 
likely  (if  the  Lord  avert  it  noO    to  be  the 

Ca- 
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Calamity  of  Her  Princely  Blood  and  Name. 
The  Talk  will  never  out  of  many  Mouths  and 
Minds,  that  divers  ancient  Men  of  this  Realm, 
and  one  a  Wife  Gentleman,  ^nd  now  a  Coun- 
fellor,  had  with  a  certain  Friend  of  his, 
touching  the  Prefage  and  deep  Impreffion, 
which  Her  Majefties  Father  had  of  the  Houie 
of  Sir  John  Dudley  to  be  the  ruin  in  time  of  his 
Majefties  Royal  Houfe  and  Blood,  which 
thing  was  like  to  have  been  fulfilled  foon  af- 
ter (as  all  the  World  knoweth)  upon  the 
Death  of  King  Edwardy  by  the  faid  Dudley^ 
this  Man's  Father,  who  at  one  Blow  procu- 
red to  difpatch  from  all  Pofleffion  of  the 
Crown,all  the  three  Children  of  the  faid  No- 
ble King,and  yet  in  the  midft  of  thofe  Bloody 
practices  againft  Her  Majefty  that  now  is,  a$d 
Her  Sifter  (wherein  alfo  this  Fellow's  Hand 
was  fo  far  as  for  his  Age  he  could  thruft  the 
fame)  within  fixteen  Days  before  King  £d- 
ward's  Death,  and  he  knowing  belike,  that 
the  King  fhould  Die,  wrote  moft  flattering 
Letters  to  the  Lady  Mary  (as  1  heard  by  them 
who  then  were  with  her)  promifing  all  Loy- 
alty and  true  Service  unto  her  after  the  De- 
ceafe  of  her  Brother,  with  no  lefs  painted 
Words  than  this  Man  doch  now  ufe  to  Queen 
Elizabeth. 

So  dealt  he  then  with  the  moft  dear  Chil-  «e^ 
dren  of  his  Good  King  and  Mafter,  by  whom 
he  had  been  no  lefs  Exalted  and  Trufted  than 
this  Man  is  by  Her  Majefty,  and  {b  deeply 
dilfembled  he  then  when  he  had  in  hand  the  v> 
/Plot  to  deftroy  them  both.  And  what  then  ? 
May  we  not  fear  and  doubt  of  this  his  Son, 
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who  in  Outragious  Ambition,  and  Defire  of 
Reign  is  not  interior  to  his  Father,  or  to  any 
other  afpiring  Spirit  in  the  World,    but  far 
more  Infolent,  Cruel,  Vindicative,    Expert, 
Potent,  Subtil,   Fine  and  Fox-like  than  ever 
he  was  ?    I  like  well  the  good  Motion  pro- 
pounded by  the  forefaid  Gentleman  to  his 
Friend  at  the  fame  time,  and  do  allure  my  felf 
it  would  bemoft  pleafant  to  the  Realm,  and 
profitable  to  Her  Majefty  •,  to  wit,   that  this 
Man's  A&ions  might  be  called  publickly  to 
Tryal,  and  Liberty  given  to  good  Subje&sto 
fay,  what  they  know  againft  the  fame,  as  it 
was  permitted  in  the  fir  ft  Year  of  King  Hen* 
ry  the  Eighth  againft  his  Grandfather,    and 
In  the  firft  of  Queen  Alary  againft  his  Father, 
arfd  then  I  would  not  doubt,  but  if  thefe  two 
Anceftors  of  his  were  found  worthy  to  loofe 
their  Heads  for  Treafon,  this  Man  would  not 
he  found  Unworthy  to  make  the  third  in 
Kindred,  whofe  Treacheries  do  far  furpafs 
them  both. 

After  the  Gentleman  had  faid  this,  the 
Lawyer  ftood  ftill,  folnewhat  fmiling  tohim- 
felf,  and  looking  round  about  him  as  though 
he  had  been  half  afraid,  and  then  faid,  My 
Matters  do  you  read  over,  or  ftudy  the  Sta- 
£f=».  tutes  that  come  forth  ?  Have  you  not  heard 
of  the  Provifo  made  in  the  laft  Parliament  for 
Punilhment  of  thofe  who  fpeakfo  broad  of 
luch  Men  as  my  Lord  of  Leicefier  is  ? 

Yes  (faid  the  Gentleman)  I  have  heard  how 
that  my  Lord  of  Leicefier  was  very  careful 
^nd  diligent  to  have  fuch  a  Law  pals  againft  "* 
Talkers,  hoping  belike  that  his  Lordfliip  un- 
der 
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der  that  General  Reftraint  might  lie  the  more 
quietly  in  Harbor  from  the  Tempelt  of  Mens 
Tongues,which  tatled  bufily  at  that  time  of  di- 
vers of  his  Lordfhip'sA&ions  and  AfFairs,which 
perhaps  himfelf  would  have  wifhed  to  have 
palled  with  more  Secrefy  \  as  of  MsDifcon<-  , 
tentment  and- Preparation  to  Rebellion  upon 
Monfieurs  firft  coming  mioEngland:  As  of  his 
Difgrace  and  Checks  received  in  Court:  Of 
the  frelh  Death  of  the  Noble  Earl  of  E]fex% 
and  of  this  Man's  hafty  fnatching  up  of  the 
Widdow,  whom  he  fent  up  and  down  the 
Country  from  Houfe  to  Houfe  by  privy 
ways,  thereby  to  avoid  the  fight  ami  know- 
ledge of  the  Queen,  and  albeit  he  had  not  on- 
ly ufed  her  at  his  good  liking  before  for  ft- 
tisfying  of  his  own  Lull:,  but  alfo  Married 
and  Re-married  her  for  Contentation  of 
her  Friends,  yet  denied  he  the  fame  by  So- 
lemn Oath  unto  Her  Majefty,  and  Received 
the  Holy  Communion  thereupon  (fo  gpod  a 
Confcienoe  he  hath)  and  consequently,  molt 
fharp  Revenge  towards  all  Subjcch  which 
Ihould  dare  to  fpeak  thereof :  And  fo  for  the 
Concealment  both  of  this,  and  other  his  do- 
ings which  he  delireth  not  to  have  Publick-,  no 
marvail  though  his  Lordfhip  were  fo  diligent 
^Procurer  otthat  Law  for  Silence. 

Indeed  (faid  ;)  it  is  very  probable,  that  his 
Lordlhip  was  in  great  Diftrefs  about  that 
time,  when  Monfieur's  Matters  were  in  hand, 
and  that  he  did  many  things,  and  purpofed 
more,  whereof  he  dellredlefs  Speech  among 
/the  People,  efpecially  afterwards  when  his 
faid  Defigameats  took  not  place.    Imyfdf   • 
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being  that  Year  not  far  from  Warwick  when 
he  came  thither  from  the' Court  of  all  Male- 
content,  and  when  it  was  thought  moft  cer-    I 
tainly  throughout  the  Realm,  that  he  would    j 
have  taken  Arms  foon  after,  if  the  Marriage    J 
of  Her  Majefty  with  Monfieur  had  gone  for-    1 
ward:     This  thing  in  Cambridge,  and  in  all 
the  Country  as  I  rode  was  in  every  Man's 
Mouth,  and  it  was  a  wonder  to  fee,  not  on- 
ly the  Countenances,  but  alfo  the  Behaviour^ 
and  to  hear  the  bold  Speeches  of  all  fuch  as 
were  of  his  Fadtioo.  3 

My  Lord  himfelf  had  given  out  a  little  be- 
fore at  Killingworth^  that  the  Matter  would 
cofl  many  broken  Heads  before  Michaelmas 
Day  next  \  and  my  Lord  of  Warwick  had  faid 
openly  at  his  Table  in  Greenwich  (Sir  Thomas 
Benningbdng  by,  if  I  am  not  deceived,)  that 
it  was  not  to  be  fuffered  (I  mean  the  Marri- 
age) which  Words  of  his  once  coming  a- 
broad  (albeit  mifliked  by  his  own  Lady,  then 
alfo  prefent)  every  Serving- man  and  commoii 
Companion  took  them  up  as  in  Defence  of  his 
Lordfnip's  Part  againft  the  Queen :  Marry, 
fuch  running  there  was,  fuch  fending  and 
polling  about  the  Realm,  fuch  Amplificati- 
ons of  the  Powers  and  Forces  of  Cajjimire% 
and  other  Princes,  ready  as  was  affirmed,  to 
prefent  themfelves  to  his  Aid  for  Defence  of 
the  Realm  and  Religion  againft  Strangers 
(for  that  was  holden  to  be  the  caufe)  fuch 
Numbring  of  Parties  and  Accomplices  within 
the  Realm  (whereof  he  himfelf  fhewed  the 
Catalogue  to  fome  of  his  Friends  for  their 
•    Comfort)  fuch  debating  of  them  which  fa-  ; 
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voured  the  Marriage,  efpecially  2  or  3  Coun- 
fellors  by  name,  who  were  faid  to  be  the 
caufe  of  all,  and  for  that  were  appointed  out 
to  be  fharply  punifhed  (to  the  Terror  of  all  o- 
thers)  fuch  Letters  were  written,  and  inter- 
cepted of  purpofe,  importing  great  Powers 
to  be  ready,  and  fo  many  other  things  done 
and  defigned,  tending  all  to  manifeft  an  open 
War,  as  that  I  began  heartily  to  be  afraid, 
and  wifhed  my  felf  back  at  Cambridge  again, 
hoping,  that  being  there,  my  Scholars  Gowu 
ftould  excufe  me  from  Neceffity  of  Fighting, 
for  if  not,  I  was  refolved  (by  my  Lord's  good 
Leave)  to  follow  Ariflotle,  who  preferred 
always  the  Lion  before  the  Bear,  alluring  my 
felf  withal,  that  his  Lordfnip  (hould  have  no 
better  Succefs  in  this  (if  it  came  to  TryalJ 
then  his  Father  had  in  as  bad  a  Caufe,  and  fo 
much  the  more,  for  that  I  was  privy  to  the 
Minds  of  fome  of  his  Friends,  who  meant  to 
have  deceived  him,  if  the  Matter  had  broken 
out 

And  amongft  others  there  was  a  certain 
Vice-prefident  in  the  World,  who  being  left 
in  the  room  and  abfence  of  another  to  procure 
Friends,  faid  in  a  Place  fecretly  not  far  0% 
that  if  the  Matter  come  to  Blows,  he  would 
follow  from  Ludlow  his  Miftrefs,  and  leave 
His  Matter  in  the  Briars. 

Marry  (quoth  the  Gentleman)  and  I 
know  many  more  would  follow  that  Exam- 
ple :  For  albeit,  that  I  know  that  the  Papifts 
were  molt  named  and  mifdoubted  of  his  par£ 

/in  that  Caufe,   for  their  open  Inclination  to- 
wards Monfieur,  and   confequently  for  the 
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XI*  greater  Difcredit  of  the  Thing  it  felf,  it  was 
given  out  every  where  by  this  Champion  of 
Religion,  that  Her  Majefties  Caufe  was  the 
Papifts  Caufe  (even  as  his  Father  had  done  in 
the  like  Enterprize  before  him)  though  upon 
Diffimulation,  as  appeared  at  his  Death, 
where  he  profeffed  himfelf  an  e.arneft  Papift, 
yet  there  was  no  Man  fo  fimple  in  the  Realm,  S 
which  difcried  not  this  Vizard  at  thefirft, 
neither  yet  any  good  Subject  (as  1  fuppcfej 
who  feeing  Her  Majefty  on  the  one  part,  1 
would  not  have  taken  againft  the  other  part/ 
whatfoever  he  had  been.  And  much  more 
the  thing  it  felf  in  Controverfie  (I  mean  the 
Marriage  of  Her  Royal  Majefty  with  the  Bro- 
ther, and  Heir  Apparent  of  France) being  ta- 
ken and  judged  by  the  Beft,  Wifeft  and 
Faithfulleft  Proteftant  in  the  Realm,  to  be 
both  Honourable,  Convenient,  Profitable  and 
needful,  whereby  only  as  by  a  molt  Soveraign 
and  prefent  Remedy,  all  our  Maladies,  both 
at  home  and  abroad  had  been  cured,  all  Fo* 
reign  Enemies,  andDomeftickConfpirators, 
all  Differences,  all  Dangers,  all  Fears  had 
ceafed  together. 

France  had  been  ours  moftaffured,  Spain 
would  not  a  little  have  trembled,  Scotland 
had  been  quiet,  our  Competitors  in  England 
would  have  quaked,  and  for  the  Pope  he 
might  have  put  by  his  Pipes,  our  Differences 
in  Religion  at  home  had  been  rather  lefs,  or 
no  greater  than  now  they  are,  for  Monfieur 
fceing  but  a  moderate  Papift,  and  nothing 
vehement  in  his  Opinions,  was  content  withv 
Very  re^fonable  Conditions  for  himfelf  and 
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his  Strangers,  only  in  ufe  of  their  Confcience, 
not  unlikely,  truly,  but  that  in  time  he 
might  by  God's  Grace,  and  by  the  great  Wif- 
dom  and  Vertue  of  Her  Majefty,  have  been 
brought  alfo to  imbracetheGofpel,  as  King 
Ethclbert  a  Heathen,  was  by  noble  Queen 
Bertha  his  Wife,  the  firft  Chriftian  of  our 
Englijh  Princes :  Unto  all  which  Felicity,  if 
(the  Lord  in  Mercy  )  (hould  have  added  fome 
IfTue  of  their  Royal  Bodies  fas  was  not  impof- 
fible,  when  firft  this  Noble  Match  was  mo- 
ved) we  then  doubtlefs  had  been  the  Fortu- 
nate People  under  Heaven,  and  might  per- 
haps have  the  means  to  have  reftored  theGof- 
jel  throughout  all  Europe  befides,  as  our  Bre- 
thren of  France  well  confidered  and  hoped. 

Of  all  which  Angular  Benefits,  both  in  pre- 
sent and  to  come,  both  in  re  and  in  fpe  this 
Tyrant  for  his  own  private  Lucre  (fearing 
eaft  hereby  his  own  intolerable  Ambition 
light  be  retrained,  and  his  Treachery  rep- 
ealed) hath  bereaven  the  Realm,  and  done 
hat  in  him  lieth  befides  to  alienate  for  ever, 
nd  make  our  Mortal  Enemy,  this  great 
'rince,  whofoughttheLoveof  Her  Majefty 
/ith  fo  much  Honor  and  Confidence,  as  never 
'rince  the  like,  putting  twice  his  own  Per- 
ron in  Jeopardy  of  the  Seas,  and  to  the  Peril 
►f  his  MaKtious  Envyers  here  in  England  for 
ler  Majefties  fake. 
When  you  fpeak  of  Monfieur  (faid  the 
\Lawyer)  I  cannot  but  greatly  be  moved,  both 
for  thefe  Confiderations  well  touched  by  you, 
u>  alfo  for  fome  other,  efpecially  one,  where- 
n  perhaps  you  will  think  me  partial,  but  tru^ 
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ly  I  am  not,  fbr  that  I  fpeakit  only  inrefpect 
of  the  Quiet  and  Good  of  my  Country,  and 
that  is,  that  by  Monfieur's  Match  with  our 
Noble  Princefs  (befides  the  hope  of  Iffue, 
which  was  the  Principal)  there  wanteth  not 
alfo  probality,  that  fome  Union  or  Tolerati- 
on in  Religion  between  you  and  us,  might 
have  been  procured  in  this  State,  as  we  fee 
in  fome  other  Countries  is  admitted  to  their 
great  Good  :  Which  thing,  no  doubt  would 
have  cut  off  quite  all  Dangers  and  Dealings 
from  Foreign  Princes,  and  would  have 
flopped  many  Devices  and  PJots  within  this 
Realm,  whereas  now  by  this  Breach  with 
France^  we  now  ftand  alone,  as  me  feemeth 
without  any  great  Union  or  Friendfhipa- 
broad,  and  our  Differences  at  home  grow 
more  vehement  and  fharp  than  ever  before, 
upon  which  two  Heads,  as  alfo  upon  infinite 
other  Caufes,  Purpofes,  Drifts  and  Preten- 
ces, there  do  enfue  daily  more  deep,  dange- 
rous and  defperate  Pra&ices,  every  Man  u- 
fing  either  the  Cammodity,  or  Neceffity  of 
the  Time,  arid  State  fbr  his  own  purpofe,  e- 
fpecially  now,  when  all  Men  prefume  that 
Her  Majefty  by  the  continual  Thwarting 
that  hath  been  ufed  againftall  her  Marriages, 
is  not  like  to  leave  unto  the  Realm,  that  pre- 
cious Jewel  fo much  defired,  I  mean  the  Roy- 
al Heirs  of  Her  own  Body. 

Thwarting,  call  you  the  Defeating  of  all 
Her  Majefties  moftHonourable  Offers  of  Mar- 
yiage  (faid  the  Gentleman,)  truly  in  my  opini- 
on, you  fhould  have  ufed  another  word  to 
exprefs    the  Nature  of  {jo  wicked  a  Fad, 
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whereby  alpne,  if  there  were  no  other,  this 
unfortunate  Man  hath  done  more  hurt  to 
this  Common-wealth,  then  if  he  had  murthe- 
red  many  Thoufands  of  Her  Subje&s,  or  bc- 
jf  rayed  whole  Army s  totheprofefled  Enemy, 
can  remember  well  my  felf  four  Treatifes  to 
this  purpofe,  undermined  by  his  means. 

The  Firft  with  the  Sweden  King,  the  Se- 
cond with  the  Arch- Duke  *of  Anfiria,  the 
Third  with  Hemy  King  of  France,  that  now 
reigneth  •,  and  the  Fourth  with  the  Brother 
and  Heir  of  that  Kingdom  :  For  I  let  pafs 
many  other  fecret  Motions  made  by  great 
Potentates  to  her  Majefty,  for  the  fa^ie  pur- 
pofe, but  thofe  Four  are  openly  known  to 
have  been  all  difturbed  by  this  Davus,  as 
they  were  earneftly  purfued  by  the  other. 

And  for  the  firft  Three  Suitors,  he  drove 
them  away,  by  Proteftingj  and  Swearing, 
that  himfelf  was  contracted  unto  her  Maje- 
fty :  Whereof  her  Highnefs  was  fufficiently 
advertifed  by  Cardinal  Chatillian,  in  the 
[JFirlt  Treaty  for  France  ,  and  the  Cardinal 
nfoon  after  punifh'd  (as  'tis  thought)  by  this 
Man  with  Poyfon.  But  yet  this  Speech  he 
gave  out  then  every  where  amongft  his 
Friends,  both  Strangers  and  others,  that  he, 
forfooth,  was  allured  to  her  Majefty,  and 
confequently,  that  all  other  Princes  mull: 
give  over  their  Smiles  for  him  $  whereunto, 
notwithftanding,  when  the  Sweden  K»'ng 
would  hardly  give  Ear,  this  Man  conferr'd 
with  his  Privado,  to  make  a  moft  unfeem- 
ly  and  difloyal  Proof  thereof,  for  the  others 
Satisfa&ion. 

Which 
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Which  thing  I  am  enforced  by  Duty  to  pafs 
over  with  Silence,  for  Honour  to  the  Parties! 
that  are  touched  therein  •,  as  alfo  I  am  to  con  *•  \ 
ceal   his  faid  filthy  Privado,  though  wor-  j 
thy  otherwife  for  his  Difhonefty  to  be  dif- 
play'd  to  the  World.     But  my  Lord  him- 
felf, I  am  fure,  doth  well   remember,  both  1 
the  Man  and  the  Matter.  I 

And  albeit  there  was  no  Wife4  Man,  af 
that  time,    who  knowing  my  Lord,  fufpe-  1 
B  fted  not  the  falfehood  of  his  arrogant  Afr  \ 

firmation,,  touching  this  Contract  with  her  ^ 
Majefty  •,  yet  fome  both  abroad  and  at  home,  j 
might  doubt  thereof  perhaps :  But  now  of 
late  his  known  Marriage  with  his  Minion,  \ 
Dame  Lettice  of  EJfex,  hath  declared  mani- 
feftly  his  own  molt  impudent  and  difloyal ; 
Dealing  with  his  Sovereign  in  this  refpeft. 

For  that  Report  f quoth  the  Lawyer)  I 
know  that  it  was  common,  and  mentioned 
by  many  for  divers  Years,  yet  did  the  Wi- 
fer  fort  make  no  account  thereof,  feeing  it 
came  only  from  himfelf,  and  in  his  own  be- 
half. Neither  was  it  credible,  that  her  Majefty, 
who  refufed  fo  many  noble  Kings  and  Prin- 
ces, as  Europe  hath  not  the  like,  would  make 
choice  of  fo  mean  a  piece  as  Robin  Dudley 
is,  Noble  only  in  two  Defcents,  and  both 
of  them  flained  with  the  Block,  for  which 
alfo  himfelf  was  pardoned  but  the  other 
day,  being  condemned  thereunto  by  Law, 
for  his  Deferts,  as  appeareth  yet  in  publick 
Records.  And  for  the  Widow  of  Effcx^  I 
marvel.  Sir  (quoth  he)  how  you  call  her 
his  Wifei  feeing  the  Common  Law  ftandr 

cth 


- 


Secret  Memoirs.  29 

ctli  yet  in  force,  touching  matters  of  Mar- 
riage within  the  Realm. 

Oh  (faid  the  Gentleman  laughing)  you 
mean  for  that  he  procured  the  Poifoning  of 
her  Husband  in  his  Journey  from  Ireland  % 
you  mufl  think  that  Do&or  Dale  will  dif- 
penfe  in  that  matter  (as  he  did  at  his  Lord- 
fliip's  appointment)  with  his  Italian  Phyfici- 
an  Do&or  Fulio,  to  have  Two  Wives  at 
once :  At  lealtwife,  the  matter  was  permit- 
ted, and  born  out  by  them  both  publickly 
(as  all  the  World  knoweth)  and  that  again!!: 
no  lefs  Perfons  then  the  Arch-bifhop  of  • 
Canterbury  himfelf,  whofe  overthrow  was 
principally  wrought  by  this  Tyrant,  for 
contrarying  his  Will  in  fo  beatfly  a  De- 
mand. 

But  for  this  Controverfy,  whether  the 
Marriage  be  good  or  no,  I  leave  it  to  be 
tryed  hereafter,  between  my  young  Lord 
of  Denbeigh  and  Mafter  Philip  Sidney?  whom 
the  fame  moft  concerneth,  for  that  it  is  like 
to  deprive  him  of  a  good  Inheritance,  if  it 
take  place  (as  forae  will  fay  that  in  no  rea- 
fon  it  can)  not 'only  in  refpedt  of  the  pre- 
cedent Adultery  and  Murther,  between  the 
Parties,  but  alfo  for  that  my  Lord  was  con- 
tracted at  leaft  to  another  Lady  before,  that 
yet  liveth  }  whereof  Mr.  Edward  Dyer  and 
Mr.  Edmund  Tilneyy  both  Courtiers,  can  be 
WitnefTes,  and  confummated  the  fame  Con- 
trad,  by  Generation  of  Children. 

But  this  (as  I  faid)  muft  « be  left  to  be 
tryed  hereafter  by  them,  which  fhall  have 
nioft  Intereft  in   the  Cafe.    Only  for  the 
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prefent  I  mufl  advertife  you,  that  you  may 
not  take  hold  fo  exaftly  of  my  Lord's  do- 
ings in  Womens  Affairs }  neither  touching 
their  Marriages,  neither  yet  their  Huf- 
bands. 

For  Firft,  his  Lordfnip  hath  a  fpeciai 
Fortune,  that  when  he  defireth  any  Wo- 
mans  Favour,  then  what  Perfbn  foever 
ftandeth  in  his  way,  hath  the  luck  to  die 
quickly,  for  the  finishing  of  his  defire. 

As  for  Example,  when  his  Lordfhip  was 
in  full  hope  to  Marry  her  Majefty,  and  his 
t  own  Wife  flood  in  his  Light,  as  he  fuppo- 
*  fed,  he  did  but  fend  her  to  the  Houfe  of  his 
Servant  Fofier  of  Cumvery  by  Oxford,  where 
fhortly  after  fhe  had  the  chance  to  fall  from  a 
pair  of  Stairs,  and  fo  to  break  her  Neck  ; 
but  yet  without  hurting  of  her  FJood, 
that  ftood  upon  her  Head.  But  Sir  Richard 
i^arney,  who  by  commandment  remained 
with  her  that  Day  alone,  with  one  Man, 
and  had  fent  away  per  force  all  her  Ser- 
vants from  her,  to  a  Market,  Two  Miles  off, 
he,  I  lay,  with  his  Man,  can  tell  you  (he 
dyed :  Which  Man  being  afterwards  taken 
for  a  Felony  in  the  Marfhes  of  Walesy 
and  offering  the  matter  of  the  faid  Mur- 
ther,  was  made  away  privily  in  the  Prifon: 
And  Sir  Richard  himfelf  dying  about  the 
fame  time  in  London^  cryed  piteouQy,  and 
blafphemed  God,  and  faid  to  a  Gentleman 
of  Worfhip,  of  my  Acquaintance,  not  long 
before  his  Death,  that  all  the  Devils  in  Hell 
did  tear  him  in  pieces.  The  Wife  alfo  of 
Bald.    Butler ;  Kinilnan  to  my  Lord,  gave 

out 


Secret  Memoirs.  3^ 

but  the  whole  Fa&  a  little  before  her  Death. 
But  to  return  unto  my  purpofe,  this  was 
my  Lord's  good  Fortune  to  have  his  Wife 
die  at  that  time,  when  it  was  like  to 
turn  to  his  Profit.  Long  after  this  he  fell 
in  love  with  the  Lady  Sheffeild,  whom  I 
iignified  before,  and  then  alfo  had  the  fame 
Fortune  to  have  her  Husband  die .  quickly 
with  an  extream  Rheum  in  his  Head  (as  it 
was  given  out)  but  as  others  fay,  with  an 
artificial  Catharr  that  flopped  his  Breath. 
The  like  good  Chance  had  he  in  the  Death 
of  my  Lord  of  Ejfex  (as  I  have  faid  before). 
and  that  at  a  time  moll  fortunate  for  his  pur- 
pofe :  For  when  he  was  coming  home  from 
Ireland^  with  intent  to  revenge  himfelf  upon 
my  Lord  of  Leicefter^  for  begetting  his 
Wife  with  Child  in  his  Abfcence  (  the 
Child  was  a  Daughter,  and  brought  up  by 
the  Lady  Chandois,  William  Knowles  his  W 'if e) 
my  Lord  of  Lekefter  hearing  thereof,  want- 
ed not  a  Friend  or  two  to  accompany  the 
Deputy  •,  and  among  others  a  Couple  of  the 
Earls  own  Servants,  Crompton  (if  I  mifs  not  his 
Name)  Yeoman  of  his  Bottles,  and  Godwick 
Lloyds  his  Secretary  entertained  afterwards 
by  my  Lord  ofLeicefter,  and  fo  he  died  by  the 
way  of  an  extream  Flux,  caufed  by  an  lta~ 
Han  Receit  (as  all  his  Friends  are  well  aflTu- 
red)  the  maksr  whereof  was  a  Surgeon  (as 
is  believed)  that  then  was  newly  come  to 
my  Lord  from  Italy,  a  cunning  Man,  and  lure 
in  Operation  :  With  whom  if  the  good  La- 
dy* had  been  fooner  acquainted,  and  ufed 
his  help,  (ha  ftiould  not  have  needed  to  have 
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fit  To  penfive  at  home,  and  fearful  of  her 
Husband's  former  return  out  of  the  fame 
Country,  but  might  have  fpared  the  young 
Child  in  her  Belly,  which  fhe  was  inforced 
to  make  away  cruelly  and  unnaturally,  for 
clearing  the  Houfe  againit  the  good  Man's  ar. 
rival. 

Neither  maft   you    marvel,   though   all 
thefe  dyed  of  outward  Difeafes,  for  this  is  the 
Excellency  of  the  Italian  Art  (for  which  this 
Surgeon  and  Doftor  Julio  were  entertained  fo 
carefully)  who  can  make  a  Man  dye  in  what 
manner,  or  fhew  of  Sicknefs  you  will :     By 
whofe  Inflxufrions,    no  doubt  but  his  Lord- 
ihipis  now  cunning,  efpecially  adding  alfo  to 
thofe  the  Counfel  of  his  Do&or  Bayly,  a  Man 
not  a  little  fludied  (as  he  feemeth)  in  this 
Art,     For  I  heard  him  once  my  felf  in  Pub- 
lick  Ad  in  Oxford  (and  that  in  the  Prefence 
of  my  Lord  of  Leicefter,  if  I  be  not  miftaken) 
maintain,  that  Ppifon  might  fo  be  tempered 
and  given,  asitfhould  not  appear  prefently, 
and  yet  fhould  kill  the  Party  afterwards  at 
What  time  it  lhould  be  appointed:     Which 
Argument,  belike,  pleafed  well  his  Lordfhip, 
and  therefore  was  chofen  to  be  difcufled  in 
his  Audience,  he  being  that  day  prefent.     So 
though  one  dye  of  a  Flux,    and  another  of  a 
Catharr,  yet  this  importeth  little  to  the  Mat- 
ter,  but  fheweth  rather  the  great  Skill  and 
Cunning  of  the  Artificer. 

So  Cardinal  Chat  Mian  (as  I  h.ive  laid  be- 
fore) having  accufed  the  Lord  of  Leicefler 
to  the  Queen's  Majefty  about  the  Marriage, 
and      ter   paffing  from    Londw^  towards 
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France*,  died  by  the  way  at  Canterbury,  of  a 
burning  Fever,  and  fo  proved  Dr.  Bailyh 
Affcrtion  true,  that  Poifon  may  be  given  to 
kill  at  a  Day. 

At  this  the  Lawyer  caft  up  his  Eyes  to 
Heaven,  and  I  flood  fomewhat  mufing,  and 
thinking  of  that  which  had  been  fpoken  of 
the  Earl  of  Ejfex^  whofe  Cafe  indeed  mo- 
ved me  more  then  all  the  reft  •,  for  that  he 
was  a  noble  Gentleman,  a  great  advancer  of 
true  Religion,  a  Patron  to  many  Preachers 
and  Students  }  and  towards  me^  and  fome 
of  my  Friends  in  particular,  he  had  been  in 
fome  things  very  beneficial :  And  therefore  I 
faid,that  it  grieved  me  exceedingly  to  hear^  or 
think  of  fo  unworthy  a  Death,  contrived  by 
fuch  means  to  fo  worthy  a  Peer.  And  fo 
much  the  more,  for  that  it  was  my  chance; 
to  come  to  the  understanding  of  divers  Par- 
ticulars, concerning  that  thing  both  from 
one  Lea  and  Frijhman^  Robin  Homines  and 
others,  that  were  prefent  at  Demhctts  Houfe^ 
the  Merchant  at  Dublin^  upon  the  Key,  where 
this  horrible  Murther  was  committed. 

vThe  matter  was  wrought,  efpecially  by 
Crompton^  Yeoman  of  the  Bottles,  and  by  the 
Procurement  of  Godwick  Lloyd  (as  hath  been 
before  declared)  and  there  was  poifoned  at 
the  fame  time,  and  with  the  fame  Cup  (as 
given  of  courtefie  by  the  Earl)  one  Mrs.  Alice 
Drakott^  a  godly  Gentlewoman,  whom  the 
Earl  afFeftioned  much,  who  departing  thence 
towards  her  own  Houfe,  which  was  18  Miles 
of,  the  aforefaid  Lea  accompanying  her,  fhe 
'  began  to  fall  flck  very  grievoufly  upon  the 
'■'(§*  D  way* 
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way,  and  continued  with  encreafe  of  Pains, 
and  excefiive  Torment  by  vomiting,  until  (he      J 
died,  which  was  the  Sunday  before  the  Earl's 
Death,  enfuing  the  Friday  after  -,  and  when 
fhc  was  dead,  her  Body  was  fwollen  into  a     \ 
monftrous  Bignefs  and  Deformity  :  Where-     jj 
of  the  good  Earl  hearing  the  Day  following, 
lamented  the  Cafe  greatly,  and  faid  in  the       j 
prefence  of  his  Servants,  Ah  /  poor  Alice,  the 
Cup  was  not  prepared  for  thee,  albeit,  it 
was  thy  hard  fortune  to  tafte  thereof. 

Young  Homines  alfo,  whofe  Father  is  Ma-  l 
fier  of  the  Children  of  her  Ma  jelly's  Chappel, 
being  at  that  time  Page  to  the  faid  Earl,  and 
accuftomed  to  take  the  tafte  of  his  Drink 
(though  fince  entertained  amongft  others  by 
my  Lord  of  Leicefter,  for  better  covering  of 
the  matter)  by  his  Tafte  that  he  then  took  of 
the  Compound  Cup,  though  in  very  fmall 
quantity  (as  you  know  the  Fafhion  is)  yet 
was  he  like  to  have  loft  his  Life,  but  fcaped 
in  the  end,  being  young,  with  the  lofs  of  his 
Hair  ;  which  the  Earl  perceiving,  and  taking 
companion  of  the  Youth,  called  for  a  Cup  of 
Drink,  a  little  before  his  Death,  and  drank 
to  Homines,  faying,  I  drink  to  thee  my  Ro- 
bin, and  be  not  afraid,  for  this  is  a  better  Cup 
of  Drink  than  that  whereof  thou  tookeft  the 
tafte,  when  we  were  both  Poifoned^and  where- 
by thou  haft  loft  thy  Hair,  and  1  muft  lofe 
my  Life. 

This  hath  young  Homines  reported  openly 
in  divers  Places,  and  before  divers  Gentle- 
men of  Wurihip,  lince  his  coming  iatoJE»« 
lUnd.  g. 

And 
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And  the  aforefaid  tea  an  Irilhman,  at  his 
Paflage  this  way  towards  France,  after  he 
had  beca  prefentatthe  forenamed  Drabbot1* 
Deat;<,  which  fome  other  of  the  EarPs  Ser- 
vants have,  and  do  molt  conftantly  report  the 
fame,  where  they  mav  do  it  without  the  Ter- 
ror of  my  Lord  of  LeicefleSs  Revenge* 

Wherefore  in  this  matter,  there  is  no  doubt 
at  all,  though  mod  extream,  vile  and  into- 
lerable Indignity  that  fuch  a  Man  fhpuld  be 
lb  openly  Murthered  without  Puniffiment* 

What  Noble  Man  within  the  Realm  may  be 
fafe  if  this  be  luffered  ?  Or  what  worthy  Per- 
fonage  will  advenrure  his  Life  in  her  Maje- 
fty's  Service  if  this  fhall  be  his  Reward  ? 

But  Sir,  I  pray  you,  pardon  me5  fori  am 
perhaps  fomewhat  too  vehement  in  the  Cafe 
of  this  my  Noble  Patron,  and  Peer  of  out 
Realm:  And  therefore  I  befeech  you  to  go 
forwards  in  your  Talk  whereat  you  left. 

I  was  recounting  to  you  (faid  the  Gentle- 
man,) others  made  away  by  my  Lord  of  Lei- 
cefter  with  like  art  -,  and  the  next  in  or- 
der I  think  was  Sir  Nicholas  Throgmorton,  who 
was  a  Man  whom  my  Lord  of  Leicefler  ufed  a 
great  while,  as  all  the  World  knoweth,  to 
overthwart  and  crofs  the  doings  of  my  Lord 
Treafurer,  then  Sir  William  Cecil,  a  Man  fpe- 
daily  always  mifliked  of  Leicefler,  who  in  re- 
fped  of  his  old  Mailer,  the  Duke  of  Somerfet^ 
as  alfo  for  that  his  great  Wifdom,  Zeal  and 
Angular  Fidelity  to  the  Realm,  was  like  to 
hinder  much  this  Man's  Delignments:  Where* 
fere  underftandiag  after  a  certain  time  chat 
thefe  two  Knights  were  fecretly  made  Friends, 
and  that  Sir  Nicholas  Throgmorton  was  like  to 
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dete&  hisdoings(as  he  imagined) which  might 
be  fome  prejudice  and  let  to  his  Purpofes,  ha- 
ving conceived  alfo  a  fecret  grudge  and  grief 
againft  him;  for;that  he  had  written  to  her 
Majefty,  at  his  being  Ambaflador  in  France^ 
that  he  heard  it  reported  at  Duke  Memoran- 
da Table,  that  the  Queen  of  England  had 
a  meaning  to  marry  her  Horfe-keeper :  Invi- 
ted the  faid  Sir  Nicholas  to  a  Supper,  at  his 
Houfe  in  London  ^  and  at  Supper- time  de- 
parted to  the  Court,  being  call'd  for  as  he 
faid,  on  the  fudden  by  her  Majefty,  and  fo 
fcr  force  would  needs  have  Sir  Nicholas  to 
fit  and  occupy  his  Lordfhip's  Place,  and  there- 
in to  be  ferved  as  he  was,  and  foon  after  by 
a  Surfeit  there  taken,  he  died  of  a  ftrange 
incurable  Vomit.  But  the  Day  before  his 
Death,  he  declared  to  a  dear  Friend  of  his, 
all  the  Circumftance  and  Caufe  of  his  Difeafe, 
which  he  affirmed  plainly  to  be  Poifon  given 
him  in  a  Sallet  at  Supper,  inveighing  moft 
earneftly  againft  the  EarPs  Cruelty,  and 
bloody  Difpofition ;  affirming  him  to  be  the 
Wickedeft,  moffc  Perilous  and  Perfidious 
Man  under  Heaven. 

But  what  availeth  this,  when  he  had  re- 
ceived the  Bait  ?  This  then  is  to  (hew  the 
Man's  good  Fortune,  in  feeing  them  dead, 
whom  for  Caufes  he  would  not  have  to 
live. 

And  for  his  Art  of  Poifoning,  it  is  fuch  now, 
and  reacheth  fo  far,  as  he  holdeth  all  his  Foes 
in  England^  and  elfewhere  $  as  alfo  a  good 
many  of  his  Friends  in  fear  thereof.  And  if 
it  were  known  how  many  he  hath  difpatched 
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and  aflaulted.  that  way  it  would  be*  marvel- 
lous to  Pofterity. 

The  late  Earl  of  Suffix  wanted  not  a  Scru- 
ple for  many  Years  before  his  Death,  of  fome 
Dram  received,  that  made  him  incurable. 

And  to  that  noble  Gentleman  Monlleur 
Shemeirs^  it  was  difcovered  by  great  Provi- 
dence of  God,  that  his  Life  was  to  be  attempt- 
ed by  that  Art,  and  that  not  taking  place  (as 
it  did  not  through  his  own  Circumfpe&ion) 
it  was  concluded,  that  the  fame  fhould  be 
aflaulted  by  Violence :  Whereof  I  (hall  have 
occafion  to  fay  more  hereafter. 

It  hath  been  alfo  told  me  by  fome  of  the 
Servants  of  the  late  Lady  Lenox,  who  was 
alfo  of  the  Blood  Royal  by  Scotland,  as  all 
Men  know,  and  therefore  little  liked  by  Lei- 
cefter,  that  a  little  before  her  Death  my  Lord 
took  the  pains  to  come  and  vifit  her,  with 
extraordinary  kindnefs  at  her  Houfe  at  Hack- 
ney,  bellowing  long  Difcourfes  with  her  ia 
private }  but  as  foon  as  he  was  departed,  the 
good  Lady  fell  into  fuch  a  Flux,  as  by  no 
means  could  be  ftayed,  fo  long  as  ftie  had  life 
in  her  Body:  Whereupon  both  fhe  her  felf,and 
alfo  fuch  as  were  near  about  her,  and  favy 
her  Difeafe,and  ending  of  her  Days,  were  fuk 
ly  of  opinion,  that  my  Lord  had  procured 
her  Difpatch  at  his  being  there,  whereof  let 
the  Woman  that  ferved  her  be  examined  • 
and  alfo  Fiomr,  that  then  had  the  chief  do- 
ings in  her  Affairs,  fithence  hath  been  enter- 
tained by  my  Lord  of  Leicefter, :  Mallet  like- 
.  wife  a  ftranger  born,  that  then  was  abouf 
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her,  a  Sober  and  Zealous  Man  in  Religion, 
and  otherwife  well  qualified,  can  fay  fome- 
what  in  this  Point  if  he  were  demanded.  So 
that  this  Art  and  Exercife  of  Poifoning,  is 
much  more  perfeft  with  my  Lord  then  pray- 
ing, and  he  feemeth  to  take  more  Pleafure 
therein. 

Now  fot  the  fecond  point  which  named 
touching  Marriages,  and  Contra^ s  nth  Wo- 
men }  youmuftnot  marvel  though  his  L©rd- 
ftiip  be  fbmewhatdiverfeandiaconftaat  with 
himfelf:,  for  that,  according  to  his  Profit,  or 
his  Pleafure,  and  as  his  Lull  and  Liking  fnall 
vary.  1 

And  herein  by  the  Judgment  of  all  Men,  ;' 
he  furpafleth  not  only  Sardanafdus  and  Nero, 
but  even  Heliogdbulus  himfelf.  So  his  Lord- 
fhip  alfo  changeth  Wives  and  Minions,  by 
killing  one,  and  denying  the  other,  ufing  the 
Third  for  a  time,  and  fawning  .upon  the 
Fourth.  And  for  this  Caufe  he  hath  his 
Terms  and  Pretences  (1  warrant  you)  of 
Contra&s,Pre-contra&s,  Poft-contra£ts,  Pro- 
trafts.  *nd  Retra&s.  As  for  Example,  af- 
ter he  had  killed  his  firft  Wife,  and  fo  bro- 
ken that  Contrad,  then  forfooth  would  he 
needs  make  himfelf  Husband  to  Queen  Ma- 
ry,  and  fo  defeat  all  other  Princes,  by  vertue 
61  his  Pre  contract. 

But  after  this,  his  Lull  compelling  him  to 
another  Place,  he  would  needs  make  a 
Foft-contraflt  with  the  Lady  Sheffcild,  and 
fo  he  did,  begetting  Two  upon  her:  The 
one  a  Eoy  called  Robin  SheffeUd,  now  living, 
fometimes  brought  up  at  Nemngton  7  and  the 
other  a  Daughter,  born  as  it  is  well  known 
at  Dudley -Cajlle. 

But 
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Butyet  after  his  Concupifcence  changing 
again,  as  it  never  ftayeth,  he  refolved  to 
make  a  Retraft  of  his  Pofkcontrad,  tho'it 
were  as  furely  done  as  Bed  and  Bible  could 
make  the  fame,  and  to  make  a  new  Protraft, 
which  is  a  continuation  of  ufing  her  for  a 
time,  with  the  Widow  of  Ejfex.  But  yet  to 
ftop  the  Mouths  of  Out-cries,  and  to  bury  the 
Synagogue  with  fome  Honour  (for  thefe  Two 
Wives  of  Lekefter,  were  merrily  and  witti- 
ly called  his  Old  and  New  Teftament,  by  a 
Perfonof  great  Excellency  within  the  Realm) 
he  being  content  to  aflign  to  the  former  One 
Thoufand  Pounds  in  Money,  with  other  pet- 
ty Confiderations  ( the  pitifulleft  abufed  that 
ever  was  Lady^)  and  fo  betake  his  times  to 
the-latter;  which  latter  notwithftanding  he 
fo  ufeth,  as  we  fee,  now  Confeffing,  now 
Forfwearing,  now  Diflembling  the  Marriage, 
as  he  will  always,  yet  keep  a  void  Place  for  a 
new  fure  Contrad  with  any  other,  when  oc- 
cafion  lhall  require. 

Now  of  a  truth  Sir  (quoth  I)  I  never  heard, 
nor  read  the  like  to  this  in  my  life  \  yet  have 
I  read  much  in  time  of  the  Carnality  andLi- 
centioufnefs  of  divers  outragious  Perfons  in 
this  kind  of  Sin  ^  as  namely  thofe  whom  you 
mentioned,  efpecially  the  Jimperour  Helioga- 
balnsy  who  palled  all  others,  and  was  called 
Darius^  of  the  variety  of  filch,  which  he  ufed 
in  this  kind  of  Carnality,  or  Carnal  Beaftli- 
nefs,  whofe  Death  was,  that  being  at  length 
odious  to  all  Men,  and  fo  flain  by  his  own  Sol- 
diers, was  drawn  through  the  City  upon  the 
Ground  like  a  Dog,  and  caft  into  the  com- 
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mon  Privy,  with  this  Epitaph,  Hie  projeEtns 
eft  indomitx  &  rapida  libidinis  catulns  :  Here  is 

thrown  in  the  Whelp  of  raging  and  unruly 
Lull:  Which  Epitaph   may  alio  one  Day 
chance  to  ferve  my  Lord  of  Lekefter,  whom 
you  call  the  Bear  Whelp,  if  he  go  forward 
as  he  hath  begun,  and  die  as  he  deferveth. 
But  good  Sir,  what  an  intolerable  thing  is 
this,  that  amoagfl  us  Chriftians,  and  namely 
in  fo  well  a  governed  Common- Wealth  as 
ours  is,  fuch  a  Riot  fhould  be  permitted  up- 
on Mens  Wives  in  a  Subjeft  ^  whereas  we 
read  that  amongfl  the  Heathens,  lefs  Offen* 
ces  then  thefe  in  the  fame  kind  were  extremer 
ly  punifhed  even  in  Princes  themfelves  •,  that 
not  only  in  the  Perfon  delinquent  alone,  but 
alfo  by  the  extirpation  of  the  whole  Family 
for  his  fajce-,as  appeareth  inthe  Example  of  the 
Tarquinians  among  t;he  Romans:   And  here 
alfo  in  our  Realm  we  have  Regiflred  in  Chro* 
nicle,  how  that  one  King  Edwin  600  years 
paft,  was  deprived  of  his   Kingdom,  for 
much  lefs  fcandalous  Fafts  then  thefe. 

I  remember  well  the  Story  (quoth  the. 
Gentleman)  and  thereby  do  eafily  makeconr 
je&ure,  what  difference  there  is,  betwixt 
thofe  times  of  old,  and  our  days  now,  feeing 
then  a  Crowned  Prince  could  not  pafs  unpu- 
nifhed,  with  one  or  two  Outragious  Afts  \ 
whereas  now  a  Subjeft,  raifed  up  but  yefter- 
day  from  the  meaner  fort,  rangeth  at  his 
Pleafure  in  all  Licentioufnefs,  and  that  with 
Security,  void  of  Fear  both  of  God  and  Man. 
No  Mans  Wife  can  be  free  from  him,  whom 
his  Fiery  Lpft  lifteth  to  abufe,    nor  their 
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[Husbands  able  to  refill,  nor  fafe  from  his 
Violence,  if  they  (hew  diflike,  or  will  not 
yield  their  Confent  to  his  Doings.  And  if  I 
Ifliould  difcover  in  particular,  how  many  good 
I  Husbands  he  had  plagued  in  this  Nature  (for 
his  Concupifcence  and  Violence  do  run  joynt. 
|ly  together,as  in  furious  Beafts  we  fee  they  are 
accuftomed.)  Neither  holdeth  he  any  Rule  in 
his  Lufts,  belidcs  only  the  Motion  and  Sug- 
geftionof  his  own  Senfualityj  Kindred  or 
Affinity,  or  any  other  Band  of  Confangui- 
nity,  Religion,  Honor  or  Honefty  taketh  no 
place  in  his  Outragious  Appetite^  what  he 
beftliketb,  that  he  taketh  as  Lawful  for  the 
Time:  So  that  Kinfwoman,  Allie,  Friend, 
Wife,  or  Daughter,  or  whatfoever  Female 
fort  belides  doth  pleafe  his  Eye  (I  leave  out 
of  purpofe,  and  for  Honors  fake,  Terms  of 
Kindred  more  near)  that  mult  yield  to  his 
Defire. 

The  keeping  of  the  Mother  with  two  or 
three  of  her  Daughters  at  once,  or  fucceffive- 
ly,  is  no  more  with  him,  than  the  eating  of 
a  Hen  and  her  Chickens  together.  There 
iare  not  By  report  two  Noble  Women  about 
HerMajeity  (I  fpeak  upon  fome  account  of 
them  that  know  much)  whom  he  hath  not 
fbllicited  by  Potent  Ways.  Neither  content- 
ed with  his  Place  of  Honor,  he  hath  defcen- 
ded  to  feek  the  Pafture  among  the  Waiting 
Gentlewomen  of  Her  Majefties  Great  Cham- 
ber, offering  more  for  their  Allurement, 
than  I  think  Lais  did  take  commonly  in  Cfc- 
rinth%  if  three  hundred  Pounds  will  make  up 
the  Sum>  Qr  if  not,  yet  will  he  make  it  up  o- 
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therwife,  having  reported  himfelf  (fo  little 
Shame  he  hath)  that  he  offered  to  another  of 
higher  Place,  an  hundred  Pounds  Lands  by 
the  Year,  with  as  much  Jewels  as  raoft  Wo- 
men under  Her  Majefty  ufed  in  England, 
which  was  no  mean  Bait  to  one  that  ufkfTraf- 
fick  in  fuch  Merchandize,  fhe  being  but  the 
Leavings  of  another  Man  before  him,  where- 
of  my  Lord  was  nothing  fqueamifli  for  fatis- 
fying  of  his  Luft,  but  can  be  content  to  ga- 
ther up  Crumbs,  when  he  is  hungry,  even  in 
the  Laundry  it  felf,  or  other  Place  of  bafer 
Quality. 

And  albeit,  the  Lord  of  his  great  Mercy, 
(to  do  him  good,  no  doubt,  if  he  were  Re- 
vocable) hath  laid  his  Hand  upon  him  in 
fome  Chaftifement  in  this  World,  by  giving 
him  a  broken  Belly  on  both  fides  of  his  Bow- 
els, whereby  Mifery  and  Putrefaftion  is 
threatned  him  daily,  and  to  his  Son  by  the 
Widow  of  Effex  (being  filiiis  peccati)  fuch  a 
ftrange  Calamity  of  the  Falling-ficknefs  in  his 
Infancy,  as  well  may  be  a  Witnefs  of  his  Pa- 
rents Sin  and  Wickednefs,  and  of  both  their 
Wafted  Natures  in  Iniquity. 

Yet  is  this  Man  nothing  amended  thereby; 
but  according  to  theCuftom  of  old  Adulte- 
rers, is  more  libidinous  at  this  day  than  ever 
before,  more  given  to  procure  Love  in  o- 
thei\>  by  Conjuring,  Sorcery,  and  other  fuch 
Means.  And  albeit,  for  himfelf,  both  Age 
and  Nature  fpcnt,  doth  fomewhat  tame  him 
from  this  Ait,  yet  wanteth  he  not  Will,  as 
appeareth  hy  the  Italian  Ointment,  procured 
not  nuny  Years  paft  by  his  Surgeon  •,  where- 
by 
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by  he  is  able,  as  they  fay,  to  move  his  Flefh 
at  all  times  for  keeping  of  his  Credit,  how- 
foever  his  Inability  is  otherwife  for  Perfor- 
mance :  As  alfo  one  of  his  Phyficians  re- 
ported to  an  Earl  of  this  Land,  that  his 
Lordfhip  had  a  Bottle  for  his  Beds-head  of 
ten  Pounds  the  Pint,  to  the  fame  effeft.  But 
my  Mailers,  whether  are  we  fain  unadvifed- 
ly  ?  I  am  afhamed  to  have  named  fo  bafe 
Filthinefs. 

Not  without  good  Caufe  (quoth  \)  but 
that  we  are  here  alone,  and  no  Man  heareth 
us.  Wherefore,  I  pray  you^  let  us  return 
whereat  we  left.  ' 

When  you  named  my  Lord  of  Leicefterh 
Daughter,  Born  of  the  Lady  Shefeild  in  Dud- 
ley Caftle,  there  came  into  my  Head  a  pritty 
Story  concerning  that  Affair,  which  now  I 
will  Recount,  though  fbmewhat  out  of  order, 
thereby  to  draw  you  from  the  further  ftirring 
of  this  unfavory  Puddle,  and  foul  Dunghil, 
whereintowe  have  flipped,  by  following  my 
Lord  too  far  in  his  Paths  and  Aftions. 

Wherefore  to  tell  you  the  Tale,  as  it  fell 
out  }  I  grew  acquainted  fome  few  Months 
paft,  with  a  certain  Minifter,  that  now  is 
dead,  and  was  the  fame  v;;ata  that  was  ufed 
at  Dudley  Caftle,  for  Complement  of  fome 
Sacred  Ceremonies  at  the  Birth  of  my  Lord 
of  Leicefters  Daughter  in  that  Place.  The 
Matter  was  ordered  by  the  Wily  Wit  of  him 
that  fowed  the  Seed,  that  for  the  beccer  co- 
vering oLthe  Harveft,  and  fecrei  Delivery  of 
'the  Ladfshefeild,  the  good  Wife  of  the  Ca- 
file    (whereby  Leicefter  appointed  GoiTips, 

might 
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might  without  other  Sufpition  have  Accefs  to 
the  Place)  fhould  fain  her  felf  to  be  with 
Kr  Child,  and  after  long  and  fore  Labour,  God 
wot,  to  be  Delivered  of  a  Cufhion,  as  (he 
was,  and  a  little  after  a  fair  Coffin  was  buri- 
ed with  a  bundle  of  Clouts  in  (hew  of  a  Child, 
and  the  Minifter  caufed  to  ufe  all  accuflomed 
Prayers  and  Ceremonies  for  the  Solemn  In- 
terring thereof.  For  which  thing  afterwards 
before  his  Death,  he  had  great  Grief  and  Re- 
morfe  of  Confcience,  with  no  fmall  Detefta- 
tionof  the  moft  Irreligious  Device  of  my 
Lord  of  LeicefterJ$>  in  1  uch  a  Cafe. 

Here  the  Lawyer  began  to  laugh  a  pace, 
both  at  the  Device,  and  at  the  Minifter,  fay- 
ing :  Now,  truly,  if  my  Lord's  Contra&s 
hold  no  better,  but  have  fo  many  Infirmities, 
with  Subtilties,  and  by  Places  befides,  I 
would  be  loath  he  were  Married  to  my 
Daughter,  as  mean  as  fhe  is. 

But  yet  (quoth  the  Gentleman)  I  had  ra- 
ther of  the  two  be  his  Wife  for  the  time,  than 
his  Gueft  efpecially,  if  the  Italian  Surgeon  or 
Phyfician  be  at  hand. 

True  it  is,  (aid  the  Lawyer^  for  he  doth  not 
Poifon  his  Wives,  whereat  1  fomewhat  mar- 
vil,  efpecially  fcis  firft  Wife,  whom  hechofe 
rather  to  make  away  by  open  Violence,  than 
by  fame  Italian  Comfortive. 

Hereof  (faid  the  Gentleman)  may  be  divers 
Reafons  alledged:  Firft,  That  he  was  not 
at  that  time  fo  skilful  in  thofe  Italian  Wares, 
por  had  about  him  fo  skilful  Phyficians  or 
Surgeons  for  the  purpofe,  nor  yet  in  truth  do 
I  think  that  his  Mind  was  fetled  then  in  Mif- 

chief, 
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chief,  as  it  Hath  been  fince-,  for  you  know 
that  Men  are  not  defperate  the  firft  Day, 
but  do  enter  into  Wickednefs  by  degrees, 
and  that  with  doubt  or  ftaggering  of  Confer- 
ence at  the  beginning :  And  fo  he  might  at 
that  time  be  defirous  to  have  his  Wife  made 
away,  for  that  fhe  letted  his  Defignment,  but 
not  yet  fo  Stony  Hearted,  as  to  appoint  out 
the  particular  manner  of  her  Death,  but  ra- 
ther to  leave  that  to  the  Difcretion  of  the 
Murtherer.  Secondly,  It  is  not  unlike  alfo, 
that  he  prefcribed  unto  Sir  Richard  Barney  at 
his  going  thither,  that  he  fhould  firft  attempt 
to  kill  her  by  Poifon,  and  if  that  took  not 
place,  than  by  another  way  to  difpatch  her 
howfoever.  And  this  I  prove  by  the  Report 
of  old  Do&or  Baity  who  then  lived  in  Ox- 
ford (another  manner  of  Man  than  he  that 
now  liveth  about  my  Lord  of  the  fame  Name) 
and  was  ProfelTor  of  the  Phyflck  Le&ure  in 
the  fame  Univerfity. 

This  Learned  Grave  Man  reported  for  a 
certain,  that  there  was  a  Pradice  in  Cnmver 
amongft  the  Confpirators  to  have  Poifoned 
the  poor  Lady  a  little  before  fhe  was  killed, 
which  was  attempted  in  this  order  j  They 
feeing  the  good  Lady  fad  and  heavy  (as  one 
that  knew  by  her  handling,  "that  her  Death 
was  not  far  oft)  began  to  perfwade  her,  that 
her  Difeafe  was  abundance  of  Melancholly, 
and  other  Humors,  and  therefore  would 
needs  Counfel  her  to  take  fome  Potion, 
which  (he  abfolutely  refufed  to  do,  as  fufpe£t* 
ijig  ftill  the  worft :  They  fent  one  day  (una- 
wares to  her)  for  Dodor  B alley ,  and  defired 
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him  to  perfwade  her  to  take  fome  little  Po* 
tion  at  his  Hands,"  and  they  would  fend  to 
fetch  the  fame  at  Oxford  upon  his  Prefcrip- 
tion,  meaning  alio  to  have  added  fomewhat 
of  their  own  for  her  Comfort  fas  the  Do&or 
upon  juft  Caufes  fufpe&ed,  feeing  their  great 
Importunity,  and  the  fmall  need  the  good 
Lady  had  of  Phyfick)  and  therefore  he  flat- 
ly denied  their  Requefl,  mifdoubting  fas  he 
after  reported)  lead,  if  they  had  poifoned 
her  under  the  name  of  his  Potion,  he  might 
after  hav<w  been  hanged  for  a  Cover  to  their 
Sin. 

Marry,  the  Doftor  remained  well  af- 
fured,  that  this  way  taking  no  place,  Ihe 
fhould  not  long  efcape  Violence,  as  after  en- 
fued. 

And  this  was  fo  beaten  into  the  Heads  of 
the  Principal  Men  of  the  Vniverfity  of  Oxford^ 
by  thefe,  and  other  Means ;  as  for  that  fhe 
was  found  Murthered(as  all  Men  faid)  by  the 
Coroners  Inqueft:  And  for  that  Ihe  being 
haftily  and  obfeurely Buried  dXOtmvtr,  which 
was  condemned,  above  (as  not  advifedly 
done)  my  Lord,  to  make  plain  to  the  World, 
the  great  Love  he  bare  to  her  in  her  Life, 
and  what  a  Grief  the  lofs  of  fo  Vertuous  a 
Lady  was  to  his  tender  Heart,  would  needs 
have  her  taken  up  again  and  re-buried  in  the 
Vniverfity  Church  at  Oxford  with  great  Pomp 
and  Solemnity :  That  Doftor  Babiyigton,  my 
Lord's  Chaplain,  making  the  Publick  Funeral 
Sermon  at  her  lecond  Burial,  tript  once  or 
twice  in  his  Speech,  by  recommending  to  their 
Memories    that  Vertuous  Lady  fo  pitifully 

Mur- 
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Murthered,inftead  of  fo  pitioufly  Slain.  A  third 
Caiife  of  this  manner  ottheLadies  Death,  may 
be  the  Oifpoiition  of  my  Lord's  Nature,which 
is  Bold  and  Violent,  where  it  feareth  no  refi- 
nance (as  all  Cowardly  Natures  are  by  kind) 
and  where  any  Difficulty  or  Danger  appear- 
ed, there  more  ready  to  attempt  all  by  Art, 
Subtilty,  Treafon  and  Treachery :    And  fo 
for  that  he  doubted  no  great  Refiftance  in 
the  poor  Lady  to  withftand  the  Hands  of 
them  which  (hould  offer  to  break  her  Neck, 
he  durft  the  bolder  attempt  the  fame  openly : 
But  in  the  Men  whom  he  poifoned,   for  that 
they  were  fuch  Valiant  Knights  the  moft  part 
of  them,  he  was  inforced,   as  all  Wretched, 
Ireful  and  Daftardly  Creatures  are,  to  fup- 
plant  ,them  by  Fraud,   and  by  other  Mens 
Hands  :    As  alfo  at  other  times  he    hath 
fought  to  do  unto  divers  other  Noble  and 
Valiant  Perfonages,   when  he  was  afraid  to 
meet  them  in  the  Field,   as  a  Knight  Ihould 
have  done.     His  Treacheries  towards  the 
Noble  late  Earl  of  Suffix^    in  their    many 
Breaches  is  notorious  to  all  England^  as  alfo 
the  Bloody  Practices  againfl  divers  others, 
but  among  many,    none  more  odious  and 
mifliked  of  all  Men,  than  thofe  againfl:  Mon- 
Jieur  Shemiers,  a  Stranger  and  EmbafTador: 
Whom  firft  he  pra&ifed  to  have  poifoned, 
and  when  that  Device  took  noplace,  than  he 
appointed  that  Robin  Tyder  his  Man  (as  after 
upon  his  Ale-bench  he  confeffedj  Ihould  have 
Slain  him  at  the  Black-fryars  in  Greenwich^  as 
he  went  forth  at  the  Garden-gate,  but  mif- 
fing alfo  of  fjhat  purpofe,  for  that  he  found 
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the  Gentleman  better  provided  and  guarded 
than  he  expe&ed,     he  dealt  with   certaia 
Flujhinvers ,  and  other  Pyrates  to  fink  him 
at  theSea^  which  th$  Englijh  Gentlemen,  his 
Favourers,  that  accompanied  him  at  his  Re- 
turn into  France,    and  although    they  mif- 
fed ofthisPra&ife  alfo  (as  not  daring  to  fet 
upon  them  for  fear  of  fome  of  Her  Ma  jellies 
Ships,  who  to  break  ofFthis  Defignment,  atl 
tended  by  Special  Commandment  to  call  hint 
©ver  in  Safety)  yet  theaforefaid  Englifh  Gesi 
tlemen  were  holden  four  Hours  in  Chafe  at 
their  coming  back,  as  Mr.  Rawley  well  know! 
eth,  being  then  prefent,  and  two  of  theCha* 
fers,  named  Clerk  and  i^mV,confefled  after- 
wards the  whole  Defignment.  I 
The  Earl  of  Ormond  hath  likewife  often 
declared,    and  will  avouch  it  tpmy  Lord  of 
Leicefter's  Fate,  whenfoever  he  fhall  be  called 
to  the  fame,  that  at  fuch  time  as  this  Man  had 
a  Qparrel  with  him,  and  thereby  was  likely 
to  be  inforced  to  the  Field  (which  he  trem- 
bled to  think  of)  he  firfl  fought  by  all  means 
toget  him  made  away  by  Secret  Murther,  of- 
l    fering  five  hundred  Pounds  for  the  doing 
thereof.    And  Secondly,   when  that  Device 
took  no  place,    he  appointed  with  him  th 
Field,    but  fecretly  fuborning  his  Servan 
William  Killygrew  to  lie  in  the  way  where  Or<\ 
mond  fhould  pafs*   and  fo  to  MaiTacre  hi 
with  a  Callivar  before  he  came  to  the  Pla 
appointed  \  which  Murther,  though  it  too 
noefFeft,  for  that  the  Matter  was  taken  uj 
before  the  Day  of  Meeting^    yet  was  Kilty 
frew  placed  after  ward  in  Her  Majefties  Pri 
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vy  Chamber  by  Leicefter,for  (hewing  his  ready 
mind  to  do  fo#  his  Mafter  fo  faithful  a  Ser- 
vice. 
So  faithful  a  Service  (quoth  I)  truly  in  my 

opinion  it  wks  but  an  unfit  Preferment  for  fo 
Fafcinordus  a  Fact:  And  as  I  would  be 
loathe  that,  many  of  his  Italians,  or  other  of 
that  Art,  fliould  come  nigh  about  Her  Maje- 
fties  Kitching :  So  much  lefs  would  I  that 
many  fuch  his  Bloody  Champions  ihould  be 
placed  by  him  in  her  Highnefs's  Chamber. 

Albeit,  for  this  Gentleman  in  particular, 
it  may  be  that  with  change  of  his  Place  in 
Service,  he  hath  changed  alfo  his  Mind  and 
AfFe&ion,  and  received  better  Iriftru&ion  in 
the  Fear  of  the  Lord. 

;  But  yet  in  general,  I  mull  needs  fay,  that 
it  cannot  be  but  prejudicial,  and  exceeding 
dangerous  to  bur  Noble  Prince  and  Realm, 
that  any  ope  Man  (efpecially  fuch  a  one  as 
the  World  taketh  this  Man  to  bt)  fliould 
grow  toflich  Abfolute  Authority  and  Com- 
mandment in  the  Court,  as  to  place  about  &t 
the  Prince's  Perfon  (the  Head,  the  Heart,  ^ 
the  Life  of  the  Land)  vvhatfoever  People  ii- 
keth  him  belt,  and  that  not  upon  their  De- 
ferts  towards  the  Prince^  but  towards  hitn- 
felf :  Whofe  Fidelity  being  more  obliged 
towards  their  Advancer,  than  to  their  Sove- 
raign,  do  ferve  for  Watchmen  about  the 
fame  for  the  profit  of  him,  by  whofe  Ap- 
pointment they  were  there  placed,  who  by 
their  means  calling  indeed  but  Nets,  and 
Chains,  and  invifible  Hinds  about  that  Per- 
fon*   whom  moft  of  all  he  pretendeth  to 
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ferve,  he  Ihutteth  up  his  Prince  in  a  Prifon 
moll  fure,  yetfweetand  fenfoiefs.  Neither 
is  this  Art  of  Afpiring  new  or  Grange  unto 
any  Man  that  is  experienced  in  Affairs  of  for- 
mer times }  for  that  hath  been  from  the  be- 
ginning of  all  Government,  a  trodden  Path 
of  all  Afpirers.  In  the  Stories,  both  Sacred 
and  Prophane,  Foreign  and  Domeftical  of  all 
Nations,  Kingdoms,  Countries  and  States, 
you  fhall  read  that  fuch  as  meant  to  mount  a- 
bove  others,  and  to  govern  all  at  their  own 
difcretion,  did  lay  this  for  their  firfl  Ground 
and  Principle  of  their  Purpofe,  to  poflefs 
themfelves  of  all  fuch  as  were  in  Place  about 
the  Principal.  Even  as  he  who  intending  to 
hold  a  great  City  at  his  own  Difpofition,  da- 
reth  not  to  make  open  War  againft  the  fame, 
but  getteth  fecretly  into  his  Hand,  or  at  his 
Devotion  all  the  Towns,  Villages,  Caftles, 
Fortrelfes,  Bullwarks,  Rampiers,  Waters, 
Ways,  Ports  and  PafTages  about  the  fame, 
and  fo  without  drawing  any  Sword  againft 
the  City,  he  bringeth  the  fame  into  Bon- 
dage to  abide  his  Will  and  Pleafure. 

This  did  all  thofe  in  the  Roman  Empire^ 
who  rofe  from  Subjefts  to  be  great  Princes, 
and  to  put  down  Emperors 

This  did  all  thofe  in  France,  and  other 
Kingdoms,  who  at  fundry  times  have  Ty- 
rannized their  Princes.  And  in  our  Coun- 
try the  Examples  are  manifeft  of  Fortiger, 
Harold^  Henry  of  Lane  after,  Richard  of  War- 
wick, Richard  of  Gloncefter,  John  of  Nor- 
thumberland, and  divers  others,    who  by  this# 

means 
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means  efpecially,    have  pulled  down  their 
lawful  Sovereigns. 

Andtofpeak  only  a  word  or  two  of  the 
laft,  for  that  he  was  this  Man's  Father  : 
Doth  not  all  England  know, that  he  firft  over- 
threw the  good  Duke  of  Somcrfet,  by  draw- 
ing to  his  Devotion  the  very  Servants  and 
Friends  of  the  faid  Duke,  and  afterwards  did 
he  not  poflefs  himfelf  of  the  King's  own  Per- 
fbn,  and  brought  him  to  the.  end  which  is 
known,  and  that  before  the  fhameful  Difin-  \ 
heritage  of  his  own  Royal  Sifters,  and  all 
this  by  poffefiing  firft  the  Principal  Men,  that 
were  in  Authority  about  him?  Wherefore, 
if  my  Lord  of  Leicefter  have  the  fame  Plot  in 
his  Head,  as  moft  Men  think,  and  that  he 
meaneth  one  day  to  give  the  fame  pufti  at  the 
Crown  by  the  Houfe  of  Huntington  againft  aU 
the  Race  and  Line  of  King  Henry  the  Seventh 
in  general,  which  his  Father  gave  before  him 
by  pretence  of  the  Houfe  of  Suffolk,  againft 
the  Children  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth  in  par- 
ticular, he  wanteth  not  Reafan  to  follow  the 
fame  Means  and  Platform  of  planting  fpecial 
Perfons  for  his  purpofe  about  the  Prince,  for 
fure  his  Father's  Plot  lacked  no  Witty  Device 
or  Preparation,  but  only  that  God  overthrew 
it  at  the  inftant,  as  happily  he  may  do  this 
Man's  alfo,  notwithftanding  any  Diligence 
that  Human  Wifdom  can  ufe  to  the  con- 
trary. 

To  this  (faid  the  Gentleman)  that  my  Lord 
of  Leicefter  hath  a  Purpofe  to  (hoot  one  day 
at  the  Diadem,  by  the  Title  of  Huntington,  is 
ftot  a  thing  obfcure  in  it  felf,  and  it  fhail  be 
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mofe  plainly  proved  hereafter :  But  now 
^  I  willlhew  unto  you  for  your  Inftru&ion^ 
how  well  this  Man  hath  followed  his  Fathers 
Platform,  or  rather  paffed  the  fame,  in  pof- 
feffing  himfelf  of  all  Her  Majefties  Servants, 
and  Friends,  and  Forces  too,  to  ferve  his  turn 
Xj>  for  Execution  at  that  time,  and  in  the  mearf 
Space  for  Preparation. 

Firft,  In  the  Privy  Chamber ,  next  to  Her 
Majefties  Perfon,  the  molt  part  are  his  ow* 
Creatures  (as  he  calleth  them)  that  is,  fuch  as 
acknowledge  their  being  in  that  Place  from 
him,  and  the  reft  he  fo  over-ruleth  either  by 
Flattery  or  Fear,  as  none  may  dare  but  to 
ferve  his  turn.  His  Reign  alfo  is  fo  Abfolute 
in  this  Place,  and  likewife  in  all  other  Parts 
of  the  Court,  as  nothing  can  pafs  but  by  his 
Admiffion,  nothing  can  be  faid,  done,  orfig- 
nified,  whereof  he  is  not  particularly  adver- 
tifed,  no  Bill,  no  Supplication, .  no  Gom- 
plaint7  no  Suit,  no  Speech  can  pafs  from  any 
Man  to  the  Prince  (except  it  be  from  one  of 
the  Gounfel)  but  by  his  good  Liking,  or  if 
they  other  wife  do,  he  being  admonifhed  there- 
of (as  prefently  he  fhall)  the  Party  delinquent 
is  fure  afterwards  to  feek  the  Smart  thereof. 
Whereby  heholdeth,  as  it  were  a  Lock  upon 
the  Ears  of  his  Prince,  and  the  Tongues  of  all 
Her  Majefties  Servants,  fo  furely  Chained  to 
his  Girdle,  as  no  Man  dareth  to  fpeak  any 
one  thing,  that  may  offend  him,  though  it- 
were  never  fo  true  and  behoofeful  for  Her 
Majefiy  to  know :  As  well  appeared  in  his 
late  Marriage  with  Dame£^f  which  albeit 
k  was  Celebrated  twice,  firft  at  Kjllingvportby 
'  '  and 
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and  fccoadly  at  WainJIead  in  the  Prefenceof 
the  Earl  of  Warwick,  Lord  North,  Sir  Francis 
Knowles,  and  others,  and  this  being  exactly 
known  to  the  whole  Court,  with  the  very 
Day,  the  Place,  Witnefles,  and  the  Minifler 
that  Married  them  together,  yet  no  Man 
durft  open  his  Mouth  to  make  Her  Majefty 
privy  thereunto,  until  Monlieur  Shemiers  dif- 
clofed  the  fame,  and  thereby  incurred  his 
high  Difpleafure,  with  a  Subjection  moft 
diihonourable  and  dangerous  to  any  Prince 
living,  to  ftand  at  the  Devotion  of  his  Sub- 
ject, what  to  hear,  and  not  to  hear,  of  things 
that  pafs  within  his  own  Realm.  And  there- 
of it  foHoweth,  that  no  Suit  can  prevail  in 
Court  (be  it  never  fo  mean)  except  he  be  firft 
made  acquainted,  and  receive  not  only  the 
Thanks,  but  alfo  be  admitted  unto  a  great 
part  of  the  Gaia  and  Commodity  thereof-, 
which  as  it  is  a  great  Injury  to  the  Suitor,  fo 
a  far  more  greater  to  the  Bounty,  Honor  and 
Security  of  the  Prince,  by  whofe  Liberality 
this  Man  feedeth  only,  and  forfeiting  him- 
felf,  depriveth  his*Sovereign  of  all  Grace^ 
Thanks  and  Good-will  for  the  fame.  For 
which  he  giveth  out  ordinarily  to  every  Sui- 
tor, that  Her  Majefty  is  nigh  and  Parfimoni- 
ous  to  her  felf,  and  very  difficult  to  grant  a- 
ny  Smiles,  were  it  not  only  upon  hisuncef- 
fant  Solicitation,  whereby  he  filleth  his  own 
Purfe  the  more,  and  emptieth  the  Hearts  of 
fuch  as  receive  Benefits,  of  due  thanks  to 
their  Princefs  for  the  fame  obtained. 

Hereof  alfo  enfueth,  that  no  Man  may  be 
preferred  in  the  Court,  be  he  otherwife  never 

E3  fq 


54 

XT 


Secret  Memoirs. 

fo  well  a  deferving  Servant  to  Her  Majefty,ex- 
cept  he  be  one  of  LeicefieSs  Fa&ion  or  Follow* 
ers :  No         n  be  advanced,  except  he  be  liked 
and  preferred  by  hinr.None  receive  Grace,ex- 
cept  he  ftandln  his  good  Favour  -,no  one  may 
live  inContinuar       ad  Quiet  of  Life,except  he 
take  it,  life  it,  and  acknowledge  it  from  him : 
So  as  all  the  Favours,  Graces,  Dignities,  Pre- 
ferments, Riches  and  Rewards  which  Her  Ma- 
jefty  beftoweth,  or  the  Realm  can  yield  muft 
ferve  to  purchafe  this  Man's  private  Friends 
and  Favourers,   only  to  advance  his  Party^ 
and  to  fortifie  his  Fa&ion.     Which  Fa&ion, 
if  by  this  means  it  be  great  (as  indeed  it  is) 
you  may  not  marvel,  feeing  the  Riches  and 
Wealth  of  fo  Worthy  a  Common- wealth 
doth  but  ferve  him  for  a  Price  to  buy  the 
fame.    Which  thing  himfelf  well  knowetb,, 
framethhis  Spirit  of  proceeding  Cbrrefpon- 
dently,   and  upon  Confidence  thereof  is  be- 
come fo  infolent  and  impatient  of  his  Ire, 
that  none  may  bear  the  fame,  how  juftly  or 
unjuftly  foever  it  be  conceived.    For  albeit, 
he  begins  to  hate  a  Man.  upon  meer  Surmife 
only  (as  commonly  it  falleth  out,    Ambition 
being  the  Mother  of  Sufpicion)  yet  he  profe- 
cuteth  the  fame  withfuch  implacable  Cruelty, 
as  there  is  no  long  abiding  for  the  Party  in 
that  Place,  which  might  be  fiiewed  by  the 
Examples  of  many  whom  he  chafed  from  the 
Court,   upon  his  only  Difpleaiure,    without 
other  caufe,  being  known  otherwife  zealous 
Trotefiants^     as    Mr.  Jerom  Bowes^     Mailer 
George  Scott^  and  others  that  we  could  name, 
To  this  Infolency  is  alfo  joined,   as  by  Na- 
ture it  followeth,  moftabfolute  and  peremp- 
tory 
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tory  Dealing  in  all  things,  whereof it<pleafeth 
him  to  difpofe,  without  refpeft  either  of 
Reafon,  Order,  Due,  Right,  Subordinati- 
on, Cuftom,  Convenience,  or  the  like, 
whereof,  notwithftanding  Princes  themfelves 
are  wont  to  have  regard  in  difpofitipn  of  their 
Matters.  As  for  Example,  among  the  Ser-  ^ 
vants  of  the  Queens  Majefties  Houftiold,  it  is 
an  ancient  and  mofl  commendable  Cuftom, 
that  when  a  Place  of  higher  room  falleth  void, 
he  that  by  Succeffion  is  the  next,  and  hath 
made  proof  of  his  Worthinefs  in  an  inferior 
Place,  ftiould  rife  and  poffefsthe  fame  (except 
it  be  for  fome  extraordinary  caufe)  to  the 
end  that  no  Man  unexperienced  or  untried, 
fliould  be  placed  in  the  higher  Rooms  the  firft 
Day*^to  the  prejudice  of  others,  and  Differ- 
vrce  of  the  Prince,  which  mofl;  reafonable 
Cuftom  this  Man  condemning,  and  breaking 
at  his  pleafure,  thrufting  into  higher  Rooms, 
any  Perfon  whatfoever,  fo  he  like  his  Incli- 
nation, or  feel  his  Reward  }  albeit,  he  nei- 
ther be  fit  for  the  purpofe,  or  hath  been  fo 
much  as  Clerk  in  any  inferior  Office  before. 
The  like  he  ufeth  out  of  the  Court  in  all  other 
Places,  where  Matters  fhould  pafs  by  order 
of  Ele&ion  or  Degree.  As  in  the  Vniverfi- 
tiesj  in  Ele&ion  of  Scholars  and  Heads  of 
Houfes,  in  Ecclefiaftical  Perfons  for  Dignities 
of  Church,  in  Offices,  Magiftrates,  Stewards  -^ 
of  Lands,  Sheriffs,  and  Knights  of  the  Shir  ■ 

in  Burgeffes  of  Parliament^  in  Commifliqners, 
Judges,  Ju  ft  ices  of  Peace,  whereof  many  in 
every  Shire  muft  wear  his  Livery,  and  all  o- 
ther  the  like,   where  this  Man's  Will  muft 
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ftand  for  Law  and  Reafon,  and  his  Letters 
for  Absolute  Laws.  Neither  is  there  any 
Man,  Magiitrate  or  Gommiflioner,  in  the 
Realm,  who  dareth  not  fboner  deny  the  Pe- 
tition of  Her  Majefties  Letters  upon  juft 
Caufes  (for  that  Her  Highnefs  is  content  to  be 
fatisSed  with  Reaion)  then  to  refift  the  Com- 
mandment of  this  Man's  Letters,  who  will 
^dmit  no  Excufe  or  Satisfa&ion,  but  only  the 
Execution  of  his  faid  Commandment,  be  it 
right  or  wrong. 

To  this  anfwered  the  Lawyer,  you  verily 
Sir,  Paint  unto  me  a  ftrange  Pattern  of  a  per- 
feft  Potentate  in  the  Court,  be  like  that 
Stranger,  who  called  our  State  in  his  Printed 
Book,  Leicejtrenfem  Retnpublicam,  a  Leicefiriari 
Common-wealth,  or  the  Common-wealth  of 
my  Lord  of  Leicefier,  knoweth  much  of  this 
Matter. 

But  to  hold,  Sir,  ftill  not  within  the  Court, 
I  allure  you  by  Confiderations  which  you  have 
laid  down,  I  begin  now  to  perceive  that  this 
£j*  Party  muft  needs  be  very  great  and  ftroug 
within  the  Court,  feeing  that  he  hath  fo  ma- 
ny Ways  and  Means  to  increafe,  intich  and 
encourage  the  fame,  and  fo  ftrong  Abilities 
to  tread  down  his  Enemies.  The  common 
Speech  of  many  w7anteth  not  Reafon,  I  per- 
ceive, which  calleth  him  the  Heart  and  Life 
of  the  Court, 

They  which  call  him  the  Heart  (faid  the 

Gentleman)  upon  a  little  occafion  more,  will 

.     call  him  alfo  the  Head,  and  then  I   marvel 

W    what  fhould  ba  left  for  her  Majefty,  when 

they  take  from  her  both  Life;  Heart  and 

Headfhip 
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Headfhip  in  her  own  Realm  ?  But  the  truth 

is,  he  hath  the at  this  day  in  almoft 

the  fame  Cafe,  as  his  Father  had  it  in  King 
Edward's  Days,  by  the  fame  Device(the  Lord 
forbid  that  ever  it  come  fully  to  the  fame  ftate) 
for  then  we  know  what  enfued  to  the  Princi- 
pal. 

And  if  you  will  have  an  evident  Demon- 
ftration  of  this  Man's  Power  and  Favour  in 
that  Place,  call  but  to  mind  the  times  whea 
her  Majefty,  upon  molt  juft  and  urgent  oc- 
cafions,  did  withdraw  but  a  little  her  wonted 
Favour  and  Countenance  from  him,  did  not 
all  the  Court  as  it  were  mutiny  prefently  ? 
Did  not  every  Man  hang  the  Lip  ?  except  but 
a  few,  who  afterwards  paid  fweetly  for  their 
Mirth  •,  Were  there  not  every  Day  new  De- 
vices fought  out,  that  fome  fhould  be  on  their 
Knees  to  her  Majefty  ?  Some  fhould  weep  and 
put  Finger  in  Eye  -0  others  fhould  find  out 
certain  covert  manner  of  Threatnings  *,  other 
Perfons  and  Perfwafions  of  Love,  other  of 
Profit,  other  of  Honour,  other  of  Ncceffity, 
and  all  to  get  him  recalledback  to  favouragain? 
And  had  her  Majefty  any  Reft  permitted  unto 
her,until  ftie  had  heard  and  granted  the  fame? 

Confider  then  1  pray  you,  that  if  at  that 
time  in  his  Difgrace  he  had  his  Fa&ion  fb  fall 
afTured  to  himfelf,  what  hath  he  now  in  his 
Profperity,  after  fo  many  years  of  Satisfacti- 
on I  wherein  by  all  Reafon,  he  hath  not  been 
negligent,  feeing  that  in  policy,  the  firft 
point  of  good  Fortification  is  to  make  that 
Fort  impregnable,  which  once  hath  been  in 
danger  to  be  loft.  Whereof  you  have  an  Ex- 
-   -  >  ample 
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ample  in  Richard  Duke  of.  Tork,  in  the  time 
of  King  Henry  the  Sixth,  who  being  once  in 
the  King's  Hands,  by  his" own  Submifllon, 
and  difmifTed  again,  when  for  his  Deferts  he 
fhould  have  fuffered-,  provided  after,that  the 
King  fhould  never  be  able  to  over-reach  him 
the  fecond  time,  or  have  him  in  his  Power  to 
do  him  hurt,  but  made  himfelf  ftrong  enough 
to  pull  down  the  other,  with  the  extirpation 
of  his  Family.  And  this  of  the  Court,  Houfe- 
hold,  and  Chamber  of  her  Majefty. 

But  now,  if  we  fhall  pafs  from  Court  to 
Counfel,  we  fhall  find  him  no  lefs  Fortified, 
but  rather  more. 

For  albeit  the  Providence  of  God  hath  been 
fuch,  that  in  this  moft  Honourable  Afiembly, 
there  hath  not  wanted  fome  two  or  three  of 
the  Wifeft,  Graveft,   and  moft  experienced 

j^»  in  our  State,  that  have  feen  and  heard  this 
Man's  perilous  Proceedings  from  the  begin- 
ning (whereof  not  withftanding  two  arenow 

x-  deceafed,  and  their  Places  fupplyed  to  Leice- 
/Osgood  liking)yet  thewifdom  of  thefewor- 
thy  Men  have  difcovered  always  more  then 
their  Authorities  were  able  to  redrefs  (the  o. 
thersgreater  Power  andViolence  confidered) 
and  for  the  refidue  of  that  Bench  and  Table, 
tho'Idoubt  not  but  there  are  divers  who  doth 
in  Heart  deteft  his  doings  (as  there  were  alfo 
no  doubt  amongft  theCounfellorsof  King  Ed- 
ward  who  miflikedthisMan'sFather's  attempts^ 
though  not  fo  hardy  as  to  contrary  the  fame) 

^  yet  for  moft  part  of  the  Counfel  prefent, 
they  are  known  to  be  fo  aflfe&ed  in  particular  j 
the  one,  for  that  he  is  to  him  a  Brother,' 

the 
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the  other  a  faft  obliged  Friend,  the  other 
a  Father,  the  other  a  Kinfman,  the  o- 
ther  an  Allie,  the  other  a  Follower,  or  Fel- 
low in  Fa&ion,  fo  as  none  will  ftand  in  the 
Breach  againfi:  him}  none  darerefiftor  en- 
counter his  Defignments,but  every  Man  yeild* 
cth  rather  to  the  force  of  his  Blow,  permit- 
ting him  to  peirce  and  pafs  at  his  Pleafure,  in 
whatfoever  his  Will  is  once  fettled  to  obtain. 

And  hereof  (were  I  not  ftayed  in  refpe£t 
of  fome  who  I  may  not  name)  I  could  al- 
ledge  ftrange  Examples,  not  fo  much  in  Af- 
fairs belonging  to  Subje&s  and  private  Men, 
as  were  the  Cafes  of  Snovoden,  JForreftj  Den- 
bigh and  Killingwonh)  of  his  fair  Pafture 
Fonlcy  procured  by  Southam,  of  the  Arch-bi-  -_ 
fhop  of  Canterbury^  of  the  Lord  Barkley,  of  *** 
Sir  John  Thorgmonon,  and  the  like  \  whereia 
thofe  of  the  Counfel  that  difliked  his  doings, 
leaft  dared  to  oppofe  themfelves  to  the  fame* 
but  alfo  in  things  that  appertain  dire&ly  to 
the  Cr©wn  and  Dignity,  to  the  State  and 
Common-wealth,  and  to  the  Safety  and 
Continuance  thereof. 

It  is  not  fure  for  any  one  Counfellor,  or 
ether  of  Authority,  to  take  notice  of  my 
Lord  of  Lekefterh  Errors  or  Mifdeeds,  but 
with  extream  Peril  of  their  own  Ruin. 

As  for  Example,  in  the  Rebellion  in  Ire* 
Und^  at  the  beginning,  when  my  Lorfl  of  Lei* 
cefier  was  in  fome  Difgrace,  and  confequent- 
ly  (as  he  imagined)  but  in  frail  ftate  at  home, 
he  thought  jt  not  unexpedient  for  his  better 
Affurance  to  hold  fome  intelligence  that  way 
for  all  Events,  and  fo  he  did ;  whereof  there 

Was 
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was  fo  good  Evidence  and  Teftimony  foun 
upon  one  of  the  firft  of  account  that  was  there 
flain  (as  honourable  Perfonages  of  their  know- 
ledge have  aflfiired  mej  as  would  have  been 
fufficient  to  have  toucht  the  Life  of  any  Sub- 
je&  of  the  Land,  or  in  any  State  Chriftian, 
but  only  my  Lord  of  Leicefier,  who  is  3  Sub- 
bed without  Subje&ion. 

For  what  think  you?  Durfl  any  Man  take 
notice  thereof?  or  avouch,  that  he  had  feen 
thus  much?  Durft  he  that  took  it  in  heland^ 
deliver  the  fame,  where  efpecially  he  fhould 
have  done  ?  Or  they  who  received  it  in  En- 
gtandQfor  it  came  to  great  Hands)  ufe  it  to 
the  benefit  of  their  Princefs  and  Country  ? 
No  furely,  For,  if  it  had  been  but  only  fuf- 
peded,  that  they  had  feen  fuch  a  thing,  it 
would  have  been  as  dangerous  unto  them,  as 
it  was  to  AUaon  to  have  feen  Diana,  and  her 
Maidens  naked,  whofe  Cafe  is  fo  common 
now  in  England,  as  nothing  more,  and  fa 
do  the  Fxamples  of  divers  well  declare,  whofe 
unfortunate  knowledge  of  too  many  Secrets, 
hath  brought 'em  quickly  to  unfortunate  ends* 

For  we  hear  of  one  Sahater,  a  Stranger, 
long  ufed  in  great  Myfteries  of  bafe  Affairs, 
and  di(honeft  A&ions,  who  afterwards,  upon 
what  Demerit  I  know  not,  fuftaining  a  hard 
Fortune,  for  being  late  with  my  Lord  in  his 
Study,  well  near  until  midnight  (if  I  be  right- 
ly informed)  went  home  to  his  Chamber,  and 
the  next  Morning  was  found  flain  in  his  Bed. 
We  hear  alfo  of  one  Doughty  hanged  in  hafte 
by  Captain  Drake  upon  the  Sea,  and  that  by 
order  (as  is  thought  given  before  his  depar- 
ture 
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tare  out  of  England,  for  that  he  was  over 
I  privy  to  the  Secrets  of  this  good  Earl. 

There  was  alfo  this  laft  Summer  paft  one 
Gates  hanged  at  Tyburny  amongft  others,  for 
Robbing  of  Carriers }  which  Gates  had  been 
lately  Clerk  of  my  Lord's  Kitchin,  and  had 
laid  out  much  Money  of  his  own  (as  he  faidy 
for  my  Lord's  Provilion,  being  alfo  otherwife 
in  fo  great  Grace  and  Favour  with  his  Lord- 
fhip,  as  no  Man  living  was  thought  to  be 
more  privy  to  his  Secrets  than  this  Man ; 
whereupon  alfo  it  is  to  bethought,  that  he 
prefumed  the  rather  to  commit  the  Robbery 
(for  to  fuch  doth  my  Lord's  Favour  extend 
much)  and  being  apprehended  and  in  dan- 
ger for  the  fame,  he  made  his  recourfe  for 
Prote&ionto  his  Honour  (as  the  fafhion  is) 
and  that  he  might  be  born  out  as  divers  of 
lefs  Merit  had  been  by  hisLordfhip^  in  more 
heinous  Caufes  before  him. 

The  good  Earl  anfwered  his  Servant  and 
dear  Privado  courteouily,  and  affured  him  of 
Life }  however,  for  outward  Shew,  or  Com- 
pliment, the  Form  of  the  Law  might  pafs  a- 
gainft  him . 

But  Gates  feeing  himfelf  Condemned,  and 
nothing  now  between  his  Head  and  the  Hal- 
ter, but  the  Word  of  the  Magiftrate,  which 
might  come  in  an  Inftant,  when  it  would  be 
too  late  to  fend  to  his  Lord,  remembring  al- 
fo the  fmall  affiirance  of  his  faid  Lord's  Word, 
by  his  former  dealings  towards  other  Men* 
whereof  this  Man  was  too  much  privy  5  he 
thought  good  to  follicite  his  Caufe  alfo  by 
lome  others  of  his  Friends,  though  not  fo 

puifllmt 
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puiflant  as  his  Lord  and  Mafter,  who  dealing 
indeed  both  diligently  and  effe&ually  in  his 
Affairs,  found  the  matter  more  difficult  a 
great  deal,  then  either  he  or  they  had  ima- 
gined •,  for  that  my  Lord  of  Lekefter  was  not 
only  a  Favourite,  but  a  great  haftener  of 
his  Death  underhand,  and  that  with  fuch 
care  and  diligence,  veheraency  and  unrefifta- 
ble  means,  having  the  Law  alfo  on  his  fide, 
there  was  no  hope  at  all  of  his  efcaping  i 
Which  thing  when  Gates  heard  of,  he  eaiily 
believed  j  for  the  experience  he  had  of  his 
Matter's  good  Nature,  faying,  that  he  always 
miftrufted  the  fame,  considering  how  much 
his  Lordfhip  was  indebted  unto  him,  and 
made  privy  alfo  to  his  Lordfhip's  foul  Se- 
crets: which  Secrets  he  would  prefently 
have  there  offered  in  the  face  of  all  the  World, 
but  that  he  feared  Torments,  or  fpeedy  death 
with  fome  extraordinary  cruelty,  if  he  fhould 
fo  have  done.  But  he  difclofed  the  fame  on- 
ly to  one  Gentlemattof  Worfhip,  whom  he 
trufted  fpecially,  whofe  Name  I  may  not  ut- 
ter for  fome  Caafes  (but  it  beginneth  with 
H)  I  am  in  hope  'ere  it  be  long,  by  means  of 
a  Friend  of  mine^  to  have  a  fight  of  that  Dif- 
courfe  and  Report  of  Gates^  which  hitherto 
I  have  not  feen,  nor  ever  fpake  with  the  Gen- 
tleman that  keepeth  it,  though  I  be  well  af- 
fured,  that  the  whole  matter  pafTed  in  Sub- 
ftance  as  I  have  here  recounted  it. 

Whereunto  anfwered  the  Scholar,  that  in 
good  faith,  it  were  pity,  that  the  Relation 
fhould  be  loft,for  that  it  is  very  like  that  ma- 
ny rare  things  be  declared  therein,  feeing  it 

is 
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is  done  by  Man  fo  privy  to  the  Affairs  them- 
felvfc,  wherein  alfo  he  had  been  ufed  as  an  In- 
ftrument. 

I  will  have  it  (quoth  the  Gentleman)  or  elfe 
my  Friend  (hall  fail  me,  howbeit  not  fo  fooa 
as  I  would;  for  that  he  is  in  the  Weft-Coun- 
try that  fhould  procure  it  for  me,and  will  not 
return  for  certain  Months.  But  after  I  fhall 
fee  him  again,  I  will  not  leave  him  until  he 
procure  it  for  me,  as  he  hath  promifed  me. 

Well  (quoth  the  Scholar)  but  what  is  be* 
come  of  that  Evidence  found  in  Ireland?  un- 
der my  Lord's  hand,  which  no  Man  dare  pur- 
fue,  avouch  or  behold. 

Truly  (quoth  the  Gentleman)  I  am  inform- 
ed that  it  lyeth  fafely  referved  in  good  Cufto- 
dy,  to  be  brought  forth  and  avouched,  when* 
foever  it  fhall  pleafe  God  fo  to  difpofe  of  her 
Majefty's  Heart,  as  to  lend  an  indifferent  ear, 
as  well  to  his  Accufers,  as  to  himfelf  in  judg- 
ment. Neither  muft  you  think,  that  this  is 
ftfange,  nor  that  the  things  be  few  which  are 
in  fuch  fort  referved  in  dark  for  the  time  to 
come,  even  amongft  great  Perfonages,  and  of 
high  Calling  \  for  feeing  the  prefent  ftate  of 
his  power  to  be  fuch,  and  the  tempeft  of  his 
Tyranny  to  be  fo  ftrong  and  boifterous,  as 
no  Man  may  ftand  in  the  rage  thereof  with- 
out Peril ;  for  that  even  from  her  Majefty  her 
felf,  in  the  levity  of  her  Princely  Nature, 
he  extorteth  what  he  defignetb,  either  by 
Fraud,  Flattery,  falfe  Information,  Requeft, 
Pretence,  or  violent  Importunity,  to  the 
overbearing  of  all  whom  he  meaneth  to  op- 
prefs* 

No 
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No  marvel  then,  though  many  eveft  of  the 
^     befl  and  faithfulleft  Subje&s  of  the  Land?  do  i 
yield  to  tjie  prefent  times,  and  do  keep  filence  j 
in  fome  matters,  that  otherwife  they  would 
take  it  for  Duty  to  utter.  j 

And  in  this  kind  it  is  not  long  fithence.a  i 
worfhipful  and  wife  Friend  of  minQ  told  me  j 
a  Testimony  in  Secret,  from  the  Mouth  of  as  j 
noble  and  grave  a  Counfellor  as  England  hath| 
enjoyed  this  many  Hundred  Years,  I  mean' 
the  late  Lord  Chamberlain,  with  whom  my ; 
faid  Friend  being  alone  at  his  Houfe  in  Lon- 
don, not  Twenty  Days  before  his  Death,  con-/ 
ferred  fomewhat  familiarly  about  thefe,  and 
the  like  matters,  as  with  a  true  Father  of 
his  Country  and  Commonwealth. 

,  And  after  many  Complaints  in  the  behalf 
of  divers,  who  had  opened  their  griefs  unto 
Counfellors,:  and  faw,  that  no  notice  would 
be  taken  thereof*  the  faid  Noble  Man  turn- 
ing himfelf  about  fomewhat  from  the  Wa-  • 
ter  (for  he  fat  near  his  Pond  fide,  where  he 
beheld  the  taking  of  a  Pike,  or  Carp)  faid  to 
him,  it  is  no  marvel  Sir,  for  who  dare  inter- 
meddle himfelf  in  my  Lord's  Affairs  ?  I  will 
tell  you  (quoth  he)  in  confidence  betwixt 
you  and  rue,  there  is  as  wife  a  Man,  as  grave; 
and  a$  faithful  a  Counfellor,  as  England 
breedeth  (meaning  thereby  the  Lord  Trea- 
furer)  who  hath  ,as  much  in  his  keeping  of 
Lekcfterh  own  Hand  writing,  as  is  fufficient 
to  hang  him*  if  either  he  durft  prefent  the 
fame  to  her  Majefty,  or  her  Majefty  do  Ju.' 
ftice  when  it  ihould  be  pf  efented. 
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But  indeed  (quoth  he)  the  time  permit- 
teth  neither  of  them  both,  and  therefore  it 
is  in  vain  for  any  Man  to  ftruggle  with  him. 

Thefe  were  that  Noble  Man's  Words; 
whereby  you  may  confider,  whether  my  Lord 
ofLekefler  be  ftrong  in  Counfel  this  day  op 
no,  and  whether  his  Fortification  be  fufficient 
in  that  place.  But  now  if  out  of  the  Counfel,  . 
we  fhall  turn  but  our  Ears  into  the  Country 
abroad,  we  fhall  find  as  good  Fortification  al- 
io there,  as  we  have  perufed  already  in 
Court  and  Counfel^  and  fhall  well  perceive 
that  this~Man's  Plot  is  no  fond  or  undifcreet 
Plot,  but  excellently  well  grounded,  and  fuch 
as  in  all  Proportions  hath  his  due  Correfpon- 
dence. 

Confider  then  the  chief  and  principal  parts 
of  this  Land  for  Martial  Affairs,  for  Ufe  and 
Commodity  of  Arms,  for  Strength ,  for  Op- 
portunity, for  Liberty  of  the  People,  as  dwel- 
ing  fartheft  off  from  the  Prince  ;  fuch  Parts, 
I  fay,  as  are  fittefb  for  fudden  Enterprizes, 
without  danger  of  interception  ^  as  the  North, 
the  Weft,  the  Country  of  Wales^  thelflands 
round  about  the  Land,  and  fundry  other 
Places  within  the  fame,  are  they  not  all  this 
day  at  his  difpofition?  Are  they  not  all  by 
his  Procurement  in  the  Hands  of  his  Friends 
and  Allies?  In  York  is  Prefident  the  Man 
that  of  all  other  is  fitteft  for  that  Place, 
that  is,  his  neareft  in  Affinity,  his  dearefi  in 
Friendfhip,  the  head  of  his  Fadion,  and  open 
Competitor  of  the  Scepter. 

In  Warwick  is  Captain  his  Wive's  Uncle, 
jnoft  allured  to  hlmfelf  and  Huntington^  as 
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one  who  at  convenient  time  may  as  much  ad- 
vance their  Defignments,  as  any  Manin  Eng- 
land. 

In  Wales  the  chief  Authority  from  the 
Prince^  is  in  his  own  Brother-in-law,  but  a- 
mongfl:  the  People  of  (natural  Afte&ion)  is  in  | 
the  Earl  of  Pembrooke,  who  both  by  the  Marri-  f 
age  of  his  Sifter's  Daughter,  ishisAUie,  and 
by  Dependence  is  known  •to  be  wholly  at  his 
Difpofition.  The  Weft  part  of  England  is  un- 
der Bedford,  a  Man  wholly  devoted  to  his  and 
the  Puritans  Faftion. 

In  Ireland  was  Governour  of  late  the  prin- 
cipal Inftrument  appointed  for  their  purpo- 
fes,  both  in  refpeft  of  his  Heart  and  Affe&ion 
towards  their  Defignments,  as  alfo  of  fome 
fecret  Difcontentment,  which  he  hath  towards 
her  Majefty  and  the  State  prefent,  for  cer- 
tain hard  Speeches,  and  in  great  Recompen- 
ces,  as  he  pretendeth,  but  indeed  for  that  he 
is  known  to  be  of  Nature  Fiery,  and  impa- 
tient offtay,  forefeeingthat  common  on  foot, 
which  the  next  Competitors  for  their  gain 
have  painted  out  to  him,  and  fuch  others, 
more  pleafant  then  the  terreftrial  Paradife  it 
felf. 

This  then  is  the  Heftor,  this  is  the  jijax? 
appointed  for  the  Enterprise  when  the 
time  (hall  come,  this  forfooth  muft  be  ano- 
ther Fichardoi  Warwick,  to  gain  the  Crown 
of  Henry  the  9th  of  theHoufe  of  York,  as  the 
other  Richard  did  put  down  Henry  the  6th  of 
.  the  Houfe  of  Lancaster,  and  placed  Edward 
the  4thD  from  whom  Huntwton  deriveth  his 
Title— Therefore  this  Man  Is  necelTarily  to 
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be  entertained  from  time  to  time  -,  as  we  now 
fee  he  is,  in  fome  Charge  and  Martial  A£Hon, 
to  the  end  his  Experience,  Power  and  Cre- 
dit may  grow  the  more,  and  fo  be  able  at  the 
time  to  have  Soldiers  at  his  Commandment. 

And  for  the  former  charge  which  he  held  43 
of  late  in  Ireland,  as  this  Man  had  not  been 
called  away,  but  for  execution  of  fome  other 
Secret,  purpofe  for  advancement  of  their  dc. 
fignments,  fo  be  well  affured,  that  for  the  time 
to  come,  it  is  to  be  fiirniihed*l§ain  with  a 
fure  and  fait  Friend  to  Leicefter,  and  that 
Fa&ion. 

In  the  IQe  of  Wight,  I  grant  that  Leicefier 
hath  loft  a  great  Friend,  and  a  trufty  Ser- 
vant by  the  Death  of  Captain  Hot  fey,  but 
yet  the  matter  is  fupplyed  by  ttie  Succeffion 
of  another,  no  lefs  affured  unto  him,  then 
the  former,  or  rather  more,  through  the 
band  of  Affinity  by  his  Wife.  > 

The  Two  Iflands  of  Gerfey  and  Guernfey,  ^ 
are  in  the  poffeffion  of  Two  Friends,  and 
moft  obliged  Dependents,  the  one  by  rea- 
fon  he  is  exceedingly  addi&ed  to  the  Puri- 
tane  Proceedings,  the  other  as  now  being 
joyned  unto  him  by  the  Marriage  of  Mrs.  Befse 
his  Wives  Sifter,  both  Daughters  to  Sir  Fran- 
cis, or  at  the  leaft  to  my  Lady  Knowles, 
and  fo  become  a  Rival  Companion  and  Bro- 
ther, who  was  before  (though  trufty,)  yet 
but  his  Servant.  And  thefe  are  the  chief 
Keys  and  Fortreffes,  and  Bulwarks  within, 
without,  and  about  the  Realms  which  my 
Lord  of  Leicefier  poffeffmg  fas  he  doth)  may- 
be affured  of  theBody  within,wherenotwith- 
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ftanding,  as  hath  been  fhewed,  he  wantetli 
no  due  preparation  for  Strength,  having  at 
his  Difpofition,  beiides  all  Aids  and  other 
Helps,  fpecified  before,  her,  Majefty's  Horfe 
and  Stables,  by  Intereft  of  his  own  Office  of 
his  Brother  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  the  Tow- 
er of  London^  and  the  Treafure  therein,  by 
the  Dependence  of  Sir  Owen  Hopton,  his 
fworn  Servant^  as  ready  to  receive  and  fur- 
nifh  him  with' the  whole,  if  occafion  ferved, 
as  one  of  1fv?  Predeceflbrs  was  to  receive  his 
Father  in  King  Edward's  Days,  for  the  like 
effeft  againfl  her  Majefty  and  Sifter. 

And  in  the  City  of  London  it  felf,  what  a 
Man  at  a  pinch  could  do,  by  the  help  of  fome 
of  the  Principal  Men  and  chief  Leaders,  and 
as  it  were  Commanders  there,"and  by  thebe- 
ftirring  of  Fleetwood  his  made  Recorder,  and 
other  fuch  his  Inftruments  •,  as  alio  in  all 
other  Towns,  Ports  and  Cities  of  Importance, 
by  fuch  of  his  own  fetting  up,  as  hehath 
placed  there  to  ferve  his  Defignments^  and 
Juflices  of  the  Peace  with  others,  that  in 
moft  Shires  do  wear  hisLiveries,and  are  at  hh 
Xj*  appointment,  the  fimpleft  within  this  Realm 
doth  collider:  Whereunto  if  you  add  his 
own  Fortes  and  Furniture,  which  he  hath  in 
Killingwonh  Caftle,  end  other  Places-,  as  alfo 
the  Forces  of  Huntingdon  in  particular,  with 
theirFriends,Followers,Al]iesand  Co-partners, 
you  fhall  find  that  they  are  not  behind  in  their 
preparations  for  my  Eord  of  Huntingdon**  for- 
wardnefsin  theCaufe  (quoth  I)  there  is  no/ 
Man  1  think  which  maketh  doubt,  marry  for 
his  privateForces5albeitthey  maybe  very  good 
for  any  thing  I   do  know  to  the  contrary 
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efpeciaHy  at  his  Houfe  within  Twenty  five 
Miles  of  Killingxcorth,  where  one  told  me, 
that  fome  years  paft,  that  he  had  Furniture 
ready  for  Five  thouiand  Men  -9  yet  do  I  not 
think  but  they  are  far  inferior  to  my  Lord  of 
Leicefter^  who  is  taken  to  have  exceffive,  and 
that  in  divers  Places.  And  as  for  the  laft 
Caflle  mentioned  by  you,  there  are  Men  of 
good  Intelligence,  and  no  fmall  Judgment, 
who  report  that  in  the  fame  he hathenough 
to  furnifh  Ten  thoufand  good  Soldiers  of  all 
things  neceflary  both  for  Horfe  and  Man,  be- 
ildes  all  otherMunition,Armour  and  Artillery, 
whereof  great  (lore  was  brought  thither  un- 
der pretence  of  Triumph,  when  her  Majefty 
was  there,  and  #ever  as  yet  carried  back  a- 
gain,  befides  great  abundance  of  Corn  there 
laid  up  (as  is  faid)  fufficient  for  any  great 
Exploit  to  be  done  within  the  Realm.  And  I 
know  that  the  Eflimation  of  this  Place  was 
fuch  amongft  many  diversyears  ago,  as  when 
at  a  time,  her  Majefty  lay  dangerouflyfick,and 
like  to  die  at  Hampton-Conn ,  acertain  Gentle- 
man of  the  Country  came  to  my  Lord  oiHun- 
tingdon,  and  told  him,  that  forafmuch  as  he 
took  his  Lofdfhip  to  be  next  in  Succeffioa  $o 
her  Majefty,  he  would  offer  a  mean  of  great 
help,  for  compafling  of  his  purpofe  after  the 
deceafe  of  her  Majefty,  which  was  the  poffef- 
iing  of  KiBngworth  Caftle  -7  for  at  that  time 
thefe  Two  Earls  were  not  very  great 
Friends,  nor  Confederates  together,  and  that 
being  had,  he  fhewed  to  the  Earl  the  great 
Furniture  and-Wealth  which  thereby  hefhould 
•  poflefs  for  purfuit  of  his  purpofe, 
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The  Propofition  was  not  unliked,  and  the 
Matter  efteemed  of  great  Importance,  and 
confequently  received  with  great  thinks. 

But'  yet  afterwards  her  Majefty  by  the 
great  Providence  of  God  recovering  again, 
letted  the  execution  of  the  Bargain,  and  my 
Lord  of  Huntingdon  having  to  joyn  Amity 
with  Leicefter,  had  more  refped  to  his  own 
Commodity,  then  his  Friend's  Security  (as 
commonly  in  fuch  Perfons  and  Cafes  it  falleth 
out)  and  fo  difcovered  the  whole  device  un- 
to him,  who  forgot  not  after  from  time  to 
time  to  plague  the  Devifer  by  fecret  means, 
until  he  had  brought  him  unto  that  poor 
Eftate,  as  all  the  World  feetb,  though  ma- 
ny Men  be  not  acquainted  with  the  true  caufe 
of  this  his  Difgrace  and,  bare  Fortune. 

To  this  anfwered  the  Lawyer :  In  good 
faith  Gentlemen,  you  open  great  Myfteries 
unto  me,  which  either  I  knew  not,  or  confi- 
dered  not  fo  particularly  before,  and  no  mar- 
vel,for  that  my  Profeffion  and  ExercifeofLaw, 
reftraineth  me  from  much  Company-keep- 
ing, and  when  I  happen  to  be  amongft  fome 
that  could  tell  much  therein,  I  dare  not  either 
ask,  or  hear,  if  any  of  himfelf  began  to 
talk,  leafl  afterwards  the  Speech  coming  to 
light,  I  be  fetched  over  the  Coals  (as  the  Pro- 
verb is)  for  the  fame  under  the  pretence 
of  another  thing. 

But  you  who  are  Hot  fufpeded  for  Religi- 
on have  much  greater  Priviledge  in  fuch  mat- 
ters, both  to  hear  and  fpeak  again,  when  Mea 
of  my  Eltate  dare  not :  Only  this  I  knew 
before,  that  throughout  all  England  my  Lord 
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of  Leicefter  is  taken  for  the  Domimis  fac  to- 
mmy whofe  Excellence  is  above  all  others, 
infinite,  whofe  Authority  is  abfolute,  whofe 
Commandment  is  dreadful,  whofe  diflike  is 
dangerous,  and  whofe  Favour  is  Omnipotent, 
and  for  his  Will,  though  it  be  feldom  Law, 
yet  always  is  his  Power  above  Law  *,  and 
therefore  we  Lawyers  in  all  Cafes  brought 
unto  us,  have  as  great  regard  unto  his  Incli- 
nation, as  Aftronomers  have  to  the  Planet 
Dominant,  or  as  Seamen  have  to  the  North- 
Pole:  For  as  they  that  fail,  do  direft  their 
Courfe  to  the  fituation  and  direction  of  that 
Star  which  guideth  them  at  the  Pole  :  And  as 
Aftronomers  who  make  Prognoftication ,  and 
do  foretel  things  to  come  according  to 
the  afpeft  of  the  Planet  Dominant,  or  bear- 
ing rule  for  the  time  :  So  we  do  guide  our 
Clients  Bark,  and  do  Prognofticate  what 
lhall  enfue  of  his  Cafe  by  the  afpeft,  and  in- 
clination of  my  Lord  of  Lekefier :  And  for 
thatreafon,  as  foon  as  ever  we  hear  a  Cafe 
propofed,our  Cuftomis  to  ask  what  Party  my 
Lord  of  Leicefler  is  like  to  favour  \n  the  nat- 
ter }  for  in  all  matters  likely  of  importance  he 
hath  a  part,  or  what  may  be  gathered  of  his 
Inclination  therein,  and  according  to  that  wf 
give  a  guefs,  more  or  lefs,  what  end  will  en-* 
fue. 

But  this  my  Matters,  is  from  the  purpofe, 
and  therefore  returning  to  our  former  Speech 
again,  I  do  fay,  that  albeit  I  was  not  privy 
before  to  the  particular  provifion  of  my  Lord 
of  Lekefier^  and  his  Friends,  in  fuch,  and 
fuch  Places  j  yet  feeing  him  accounted  Lord    *%X 
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General  over  all  the  whole  Realm,  and  to 
have  at  his  Commandment  all  the  feveral 
Commodities  and  Forces  pertaining  to  her 
Majefty,  which  you  have  mentioned  before, 
and  fo  many  more  as  be  in  the  Realm,  arid 
not  mentioned-,  in  fine,  he  having  al),  t 
could  not  but  account  hjmashe  is  a  potent 
Prince  of  our  State,  for  all  Furniture  needful 
far  Defence  or  Offence,  or  rather  the  only 
Monarch  of  our  Nobility,  who  hathfnfEcient 
of  himfelf  to  plunge  his  Prince  if  he  Ihould  be 
difcontented,  efpecially  for  his  abundance  of 
Money,  which  by  the  Wife  is  termed  the  fi- 
news  of  Martial  Aftions :  Wherein,  by  all 
Men's  Judgments,  he  is  better  furnifhed  at 
this  day,  then  ever  any  Subjeft  of  our  Land, 
cither  hath  beeu  hitherto,  or  likely  may  be 
hereafter, 

Infomuch,  that  being  my  felf  in  the  lafl 
Tarliaments  when  the  Matter  was  moved  for 
the  Grant  of  a  Subfidy,  after  that,  one  of  Her 
Majefties  Subje&s  had  given  very  good  Rea- 
fonS  why  her  Highnefs  was  in  want  of  Mo- 
ney, and  confequently  needed  the  Affiftance 
of  Her  Faithful  Subje&s  therein  :  Another 
that  fat  next  me  of  good  Account,  faid  in  my 
Ear  fecretly,  thefe  Reafons  I  do  well  allow, 
lam  contented  in  Mbney,  but  yet  for  Her 
JMa jellies  Need  I  could  make  anfwer,  as  one 
anfwered  once  the  Emperor  Tiberius  in  the 
like  Cafe  and  Caufe  :  Abunde  eipecuniamfore^ 
ft  a  Liberte  fuo  in  focietatem  Yeciperet  :.  That 
Her  Majefty  fhould  have  Money  enough,  if 
one  of  her  Highnefs's  Servants  would  vouch- 
safe to  make  her  partaker  with  him  •,  meaning 
^  '  my 
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my  Lord  olLeicefter^  whofe  Treafure  muft 
needs  in  one  refpeft  be  greater  than  that  of 
Her  Majefties,  for  that  he  layeth  up  whatfo- 
ever  he  getteth,  and  his  Expeuces  he  cafteth 
upon  the  Purfe  of  his  Princefs. 

For  that  (faid  the  Gentleman)  whether  he 
do  or  no,  it  importeth  lictle  to  the  Matter, 
feeing  both  that  which  he  fpendeth,  and  that 
which  he  hpardeth  is  truly  and  properly  his 
Princefs  Treafure,  and  feeing  he  hath  fo  ma- 
ny ways  of  Gaining,  what  fhould  he  make  ac- 
count of  his  private  Expences  ?  If  he  lay 
out  one  for  a  thpufand,  what  can  that  make  , 
him  the  poorer  ?  He  that  hath  fo  Goodly 
Lands,  Pofleflions,  Signiqries,  and  rich  Of- 
fices of  his  own,  as  he  is  known  to  have  •,  he 
that  hath  lb  fpecial  Favour  and  Authority 
with  the  Prince,  as  he  can  obtain  whatfoever 
he  lifteth  to  demand  «  he  that  hath  his  Part 
and  Portion  in  all  Suits  befides  that  pafs  by 
Grace,  or  elfe  for  the  moft  part  are  ended 
by  Law  #,  he  that  may  cope  and  change  what 
Lands  he  lifteth  with  Her  Majefty,  defpoil 
them  of  all  their  Woods,  and  other  Commo- 
dities, and  rack  them  afterwards  totheut- 
nioft  Penny,  and  then  return  the  fame  fo  Ten- 
ter-ftretched,  and  bare,  into  Her  Majefties 
Hands  by  a  frefh  Exchange,  Rent  for  Rent, 
for  other  Lands  never  exhaunced  before  ^  he 
that  pofTeffeth  fo  many  Gainful  Licentesto 
himfelf  of  Wine,  and  Oil,  a  Ad  Gurrans, 
Cloath  and  Velvets,  with  his  new  Office  or 
Licenfe of  Alienation^  moft  pernicious  under 
the  Common- wealth,  as  he  ufeth  the  fame, 
with  many  other  the  like,  which  were  fuffi- 
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cient  to  inrich  whole  Towns,  Corporations, 
fj;  Countries  and  Common-wealths :    He  that 

SB  I       v  hath  the  Art  to  make  Gainful  to  himfelf  every 

Hi  Offence,  Difpleafure,  falling  out  of  Her  Ma- 

Ill  jefty  with  him,  and  every  angry  Countenance 

caft  upon  him  i  he  that  hath  his  fhare  in  all 
Offices  of  great  Profit,  and  holdeth  an  abfo- 
lute  Monopoly  of  the  fame  ^he  that  difpofeth 
at  his  Will  the  Ecclefiaftical  Livings  of  the 
•  tST    Realm,  maketh  Bifhops  none  but  fuch  as  will 

do  Reafon,  or  of  his  Chaplains  whom  he  lift- 
€th,  andretaineth  to  himfelf  fo  much  of  the 
Living  as  liketh  him  belt  -,  he  that  fweepeth 
away  the  Glebeland  from  fo  many  Benefices 
through  the  Land,  and  compoundeth  with 
the  Parfon  for  tlje  reft  •,  he  that  fo  fcowreth 
the  Vniverfities  and  Colleges^  where  he  is 
Chancellor,  and  ielleth  both  Headfhips  and 
Scholars  Places,  and  all  other  Offices,  Rooms 

II  |  and  Dignities,  that  by  Art  or  Violence  may 

yield  many  ^  he  that  maketh  Title  to  what 

jflj  Land,  or  other  thing  he  pleafeth,   and  deni- 

I  fj  eth  the  Parties  to  compound  for  the  fame  j 

J  he  that  taketh  the  whole  Forefts,   Commons, 

I  Woods  and  Paftures  to  himfelf,  compelling 

I  the  Tenants  to  pay  him  new  Rent,  and  what 
I J  he  ceffeth}   he  that  vexeth  and  oppreffeth 

I I  whomfoever  he  lift,  taketh  from  any  what 
1 1  he  lift,  and  maketh  his  own  Claim,  Suit, 
]|  and  End  as  he  lift,  he  thatfeileth  his  Favour 
\  with  the  Prince,  both  abroad  in  Foreign 
|j  Countries,  and  at  home,  and  fetteth  the 
||  Price  thereof,  what  himfelf  will  demand  ;  he 

that  hath,  and  doth  all  this,  and  befides  this 
hath  infinite  Prefents  daily  brought  unto  him 
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of  great  Value,  both  of  Jewels  and  Plate,  and 
all  kind  of  Furniture  and  ready  Coin:  This 
Man,  I  fay,  mayeafily  bear  his  own  Expences, 
and  yet  lay  tip  fufficiently  alfo  to  weary  his 
Prince  when  need  fhall  require. 

You  have  faid  much,  Sir  (quoth  the  Law- 
yer) and  fuch  Matter  as  toucheth  nearly  Her 
Majefty  and  the  Common- wealth,  and  yet,  in 
my  Confcience,  if  I  were  to  pfead  for  my 
Lord  at  the  Bar,  I  could  not  tell  which  of  all 
thefe  Members  to  deny :  But  for  that  you 
mention  in  the  laft  part  of  his  gaining  by  Her 
Majefties  Favour  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
touching  his  Home-gain  it  is  evident,  feeing 
all  that  he  hath  is  gotten  only  by  the  Opini- 
on of  Her  Majefties  Favour  towards  him, 
which  caufeth  many  Men  to  repair  to  him 
with  fat  Prefents,  rather  for  that  they  fup- 
pofe  he  may  by  his  Favour  do  them  hurt,  if 
le  feel  not  their  Reward,  than  for  that  they 
lope  he  will  labour  any  thing  in  their  Affairs. 
You  remember,  I  doubt  not,  the  Story  of 
him  that  offered  his  Prince  a  great  Yearly 
Rent  to  have  but  this  Favour  only,  that  he 
might  come  every  Day  in  open  Audience, 
and  fay  in  his  Ear,  God  fave  Your  Majefty, 
afluring  himfelf,  that  by  the  Opinion  of  Con- 
fidence and  fecret  Favour,  which  hereby  the 
People  would  conceive  to  be  in  the  Prince  to- 
wards him,  he  would  eafily  get  up  his  Rent 
again  double  told.  Wherefore  my  Lord  of 
Lekefier  receiving  daily  from  Her  Majefty 
greater  Tokens  of  Grace  ajid  Favour,  than  *^ 
this,  and  himfelf  being  no  ill  Merchant  to 
jjiake  his  own  Bargain,  for  the  beft  of  his 

Com^ 
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Commodity,  cannot  but  gain  exceedingly  at 
home*  by  his  Favour.  And  for  his  Lucre  a- 
fcroad  upon  the  fame  Caufe,  I  leave  to  other 
Men  to  conceive,  what  it  maybe,fincethe  be- 
ginning of  Her  Majefties  Reign,  the  Times 
I  whereof,   and  the  Condition  of  all  Chriften- 

dom  hath  been  fuch,    as  all  the  Princes  and 

Potentates  round  about  us,   have  been  con- 

ftraiaed  at  6ne  time  or  other,   to  fue  to  her 

Highnefs  for  Aid,   Grace  or  Favour,  in  all 

which  Suits  Men  ufe  not  to  forget,   as  you 

know,  the  Parties  moft  able  by  their  Credit 

1  to  further^   or  let  the  .fame.     In  Particular, 

I \  only  this  I  can  fay,  that  I  have  heard  of  fua- 

R  dry  French-men,   that  at  fuch  time  as  the 

Treaty  w&S  between  France  and  England  for 
J  the  Delivery  oi  Callis  unto  us  again  in  the  firft 

Year  of  her  ■  Majefties  Reign  that  now   is, 
1  when  the  French-men  were  in  great  Diftrefs 

I    ,  and  Mifery,  and  King  Philip  refufed  abfo- 

lutely  to  pake  Pe^ce  with  them  except  Callis 
were  reftored  to  England  (whether  for  that: 
purpofe  he  had  now  delivered  the  French  Ho- 

I  itages)  the  French-men  do  report,  I  fay,  that 
J I  my  Lord  of  Leicefter  flood  then  in  great  ftead 

II  of  their  neceffity  for  his  Reward  (which  you 
i|  may  imagine  was  not  fmall  for  a  thing  of  fuch 

importance)  and  became  a  Suitor,  that  Peace 
might  be  concluded,  with  the  Releafe  of  Callis 
to  the  French-men,  which  was  one  of  the  moffc 
impious  Fads,. to  fay  the  Truth,  that  ever 
I  could    be    devifed  againft    the  Commojv- 
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A  fmall  matter  in  him  (quoth  the  Gentle- 
Imarij  for  in  this  he  did  ad  more  but  as  Chrift 
faid  of  the  Jews,  that  they  filled  up  the  mea- 
fure  of  their  Fathers  Sins.  For  it  yotf  read 
the  Story  of  King  Edward's  Time,  ydii  ftiall 
find  it  moll  evident,,  that  this  Man's  Father 
before  him  fold  Bulloigne  to  the  French  by  like 
Treachery  :  For  it  was  delivered  up  upon 
Compofition  without  Neceffity  or  Reafon,the 
twenty  firft  of  April,  in  the  fourth  Year  of 
King  Edward  the  6th.  when  he,  I  mean 
Duke  Dudley ,  had  now  put  in  the  Tower  the 
Lord  Pro te&or,  and  thruftout  of  theCoun- 
fel  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and  Southampton  and 
fo  invaded  the  whole  Government  himfelf, 
to  fell*  fpoil  and  difpofeall  at  his  own  plea- 
fur  e. 

Wherefore  this  is  but  natural  to  my  Lord 
of  Leicefter,  by  defcent  to  make  Merchandize 
of  the  State,  for  his  Grandfather  Edmund  alfo 
was  fuch  a  kind  of  Man. 

An  Evil  Race  of  Merchants  (quoth  the 
Lawyer)  for  the  Common-wealth,  but  yet, 
Sir,  I  pray  you,  faid  he,  expound  unto  me 
fomewhat  more  at  large,  the  nature  of  #thefe 
Licenfes  that  you  named,  as  alfo  the  changing 
of  Lands  with  her  Majefty,  if  you  can  fet  it 
down  any  plainer,  for  they  feeni  to  be  things 
ofexquifiteGain,  efpecially  his  way  of  gain- 
ing by  offending  her  Majefty,  or  by  her  High- 
nefs's  Offence  towards  him,  for  it  feemeth 
to  be  a  Device  above  all  Skill  or  Reafon. 

Not  fo  (quoth  the  Gentleman)for  you  know, 
•that  every  falling  out  muft  have  an  Attone-    . 
meat  again,  whereof  he  being  fare,    by  the 

many 
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many  and  puiffant  Means  of  his  Friends  in 
Court,  as  I  have  before  fhewed^  who  (hall 
not  give  her  Majefty  reft  until  it  be  done, 
than  for  this  Attonement,  and  in  perfect  Re- 
conciliation on  her  Majefties  part,  fhe  muft 
grant  my  Lord  fomeSuit  or  other,  which  he 
will  always  have  ready  provided  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  this  Suit  fliall  be  well  able  to  reward 
bis  Friends,  that  laboured  for  his  Reconcile* 
ment,  and  leave  alfo  a  good  remainder  for 
himfelf,  and  that  is  now  fb  ordinary  a  pra- 
ftife  with  him*  as  all  the  Realm  obferveth 
the  fame,  and  difdaineth,  that  her  Majefty 
jthould  fo  unworthily  be  abufed.  For  if  her 
Highnefs  fall  not  out  with  him  fo  often,  as  he 
defireth  to  gain  this  way,  then  he  picketh 
fome  quarrel  or  other  to  fhew  himfelf 
diftontented  with  her,  fo  that  one  way 
or  other }  this  gainful  Reconciliation  muft 
be  made,  and  that  often  for  his  Commo- 
dity. 

The  lite  Art  he  excrtifeth  by  inviting  hef 
Majefty  to  his  Banquets  and  to  his  Houfes, 
where  if  fhe  come,  fhe  muft  grant  in  Suits 
ten  times  as  much  as  the  Charges  of  all  a- 
mounts  to.  So  that  Robin  playeth  the  Broker 
in  all  his  Affairs,  and  maketh  the  uttermoft 
Penny  of  her  Majefty  eVery  way. 

Now  for  the  Change  of  Lands,  I  think  1 
have  been  reafonably  plain  before,  yet  for 
your  fuller  fatisfa&ion,  you  fhall  underftand 
his  further  Dealing  therein  to  be  of  this  fort. 
Befides  theg©od  Lands,  and  of  ancient  Pof- 
feflion  of  the  Crown  procured  of  her  Majefties 

bands; 


1 


Secret  Memoirs.  79 

hands,  and  ufed,  as  before  is  declared,  he 
ufeth  the  fame  Trick  for  his  worft  Lands  he 
pofleflech  any  way,  whether  they  come  unto 
him  by  Extort  Means  and  plain  Oppreflion, 
or  through  Maintenance  or  broken  Titles,  or 
by  Couzening^  of  fimple  Gentlemen  to  make 
him  their  Heir,  or  by  what  hard  Title,  or 
Unhoneft  Means  foever  (for  he  pra&ifeth 
ftore  of  fuch,  and  thinketh  little  of  the  Rec- 
koning) after  he  hath  tried  them  likewife  to 
the  imermoft  Touch,  and  le.t  them  out  to 
fuch  as  fhall  gain  but  little  by  the  Bargain, 
then  goeth  he  andchangeth  the  fame  with 
her  Majefty  for  the  beft  Lands  he  can  pick 
out  of  the  Crown,  to  the  end  that  thereby 
he  may  both  inforce  her  Majefty  to  the  De^ 
fence  of  his  bad  Titles,  and  himfelf  fill  his 
Coffers  with  the  Fines,  and  utmoft  Commo- 
dity of  both  the  Lands, 

Now-,  touching  his  Licences,  thus  they 
ftand,  firft,  he  got  Licences  for  certain  great 
Numbers  of  Cloaths  to  be  tranfported  out  of 
this  Land,  which  might  have  been  an  undo- 
ing to  the  Merchants  Subjeds,  if  they  had 
not  redeemed  the  fame  with  great  Sums  of 
Money,  fo  that  it  redounded  greatly  to  the 
Damage  of  all  Occupiers  about  that  kind  of 
Commodity.  After  th^t,  he  had  the  Grant 
for  carrying  over  of  B&rrel-ftaves,  and  of 
fome  other  fush  like  Warek  Then  procured 
he  a  Monopoly  for  bringing  in  of  Sweet 
Wines,  Oils,  Currans,  and  the  like,  whereof 
the  Gain  is  ineftimable.  He  aifo  had  the 
Forfeit  of  all  Wine  that  was  to  be  drawn  a- 
bove  the  old  ordinary  Price,  with  Licence  to 
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give  Authority  to  fell  above  that  Price, 
wherein  Captain  Horfey  was  his  Jnftrument. 
*  By  which*  means  it  is  incredible,  what  Trea- 
fureand  Yearly  Rent  was  gathered  through- 
out the  Land.  To  this  add,  now  his  Licences 
of  Silks  and  Velvets,  which  only  were  enough 
to  enrich  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Lon- 
don, if  they  were  decayed,  as  t  heard  often 
v  divers' Merchants  affirm..  And  his  Licence  of 
Alienation  of  Lands,  which  as  in  part  I  have 
opened  before,  ferveth  htft^  not  only  to  ex- 
ceffive  Gain,  but  alfo  for  an  extream  Scourge 
to  plague  whom  he  lifleth  in  tpe  Realm :  For, 
feeing  that  without  this  his  Licenfe  no  Man 
can  buy  or  fell,  pafs  or  alienate  any  Land,  that 
any  ways  may  be  drawn  to  that  Tenure,  as 
holden  in  chief  of  the  Prince,  as  commonly 
now  moft  Lands  may,  he  calleth  into  queitibn 
whatfoever  liketh  him  beft,  be  it  never  fo 
clear.  And  under  this  Colour,  not  only, 
Enrichetlvhimfelf  without  meafure,  but  re- 
verigeth  hlmfelf  alfo  where  he  will  without  all 
Order. 

Here  the  Lawyer  flood  ftill  a  pretty  while, 
biting  the  Lip,  as  if  he  were  aftoni(hed,and 
faid  -,  Verily,  I  have  not  heard  fo  many  and' 
fo  apparent  things,  or  fo  odious  of  any  Man 
that  ever  lived  in  a  Common-wealth,  and  I 
greatly  marvel  at  my  Lord  of  Lekefterjhat  his 
Grandfather's  Fortune  doth  not  move  him 
much,  who  loft  his  Head  in  the  beginning  of 
King  Henry  the  Sth's  Days,  for  much  lefs  and 
fewer  Offences  in  the  fame  kind  committed 
in  the  time  ef  King  Henry  the  jth.  for  he  was 
thought  to  be  the  Inventer  of  thefe  Powlings 

and 
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and  Moleftations  wherewith  the  People  were 
burthened  in  the  latter  Days  of  that  King; 
and  yet  had  he  great  Pretence  of  Reafon  to 
ailed ge  for  himfelf,  in  that  thefe  Aftions 
were  made  to  the  King's  ufe,  and  not  to  his, 
albeit,,  no  doubt,  his  own  Gain  was  alfo 
therein.  Mailer  Stow  writeth  in  his  Chroni- 
cle, that  in  the  time  of  his  Imprifonment  id 
the  Tower,  he  Wrote  a  notable  Book,  Entitu- 
led,  The  Tree  of- the  Common- wealth,  which 
faid  Book,  the  faid  Stow  faith,  that  he  hath 
delivered  to  my  Lord  of  Leicefter  many  Years 
ago,  and  if  the  faid  Book  be  fo  notable,  as 
Mr.  Stow  affirmeth,  I  marvel  that  his  Lord-* 
fhip  in  fo  many  Years  doth  not  Publifh  the 
fame  for  the  Glory  of  his  Anceftors. 

'  It  may  be  (faid  the  Gentleman)  that  the 
Secrets  therein  contained  be  fuch,  as  it  feem- 
eth  good  to  my  Lord  of  Leicefter  to  ufe  them 
only  himfelf,  and  to  gather  the  Fruit  of  that 
Tree  into  his  Houfe  alone.  For  if  the  Tree 
of  the  Common-wealth  In  Edmund  Dudley's 
Book  be  the  Prince,  and  his  Race,  and  the 
Fruit  to  begathef  ed  from  thatTree  be  Riches* 
Honors,  Dignities  and  Preferments,  then, 
no  doubt,  but  as  the  Writer,  Edmund  was 
cunning  therein,  fo  have  his  two  Scho- 
lars, John  and  Robert,  well  ftudied,  and  pra- 
ftifed  the  fame,  or  rather  they  have  exceeded^ 
and  far  pafTed  the  Author  himfelf.  The  one 
of  them  gathering  fo  eagerly,  and  with  fuch 
vehemency,  as  he  was  like  to  have  broken 
down  the  main  Boughs  for  greedinefs  5  the 
other  yet  plucking  and  heaping  fo  faft  to' 
himfelf,  and  his  Friends.,  as  it  is,  and  may 
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juftly  be  doubted,  that  when  they  have  crop- 
ped all  they  can  from  .the  Tree,  left  them  by 
their  Father  Edmund  (I  mean  the  Race  of  King 
Henry  the  ftk)  then  will  they  pluck  up  the 
Stump  by  the  Roots  as  unprofitable,"  and 
pitch  in  his  place  another  Tree,  that  is  the 
Line  of  Huntingdon,  that  may  begin  tb  feed 
a  new  with  frefh  Fruits  again,  and  fo  for  a 
time  content  their  Appetites,  until  of  Ga- 
therers they  become  Trees.,  which  is  their 
final  Purpofe  to  feed  themfelves  at  their  own 
Difcretion.  And  howfoever  this  be,  it  can- 
not be  denied,but  that  Edmund  Dudleys  Brood 
have  learned  by  this  Book,  and  other  means, 
to  be.  more  cunning  Gatherers,  than  ever 
their  Progenitor  was  that  made  the  Book. 
Firit,  for  that  he  made  profeffion  to  gather 
for  his  Prince,  though  wickedly,  and  thefe 
Men  make  Demonftration  that  they  have  ga- 
thered for  themfelves,  and  that  with  much 
more  Iniquity.  Secondly,  For  that  Edmund 
Dudley,  though  he  got  himfelf  near  about  the 
Tree,  yet  was  he  content  to  ftand  on  the 
Ground  and  fave  himfelf  from  the  Tree,  as 
Commodity  was  offered  •,  but  his  Children 
notefteeming  that  fafe gathering,  will  needs 
mount  aloft  upon  the  Tree,  pluck,  crop  and 
rifle  at  their  pleafure :  And  as  in  this  fecond 
Point,  the  Son,  John  Dudley  was  more  fubtle 
than  Edmund  the  Father.  So  in  a  third  Point, 
the  Nephew,  Robert  Dudley  is  more  crafty 
than  they  both :  For  that  he  feeing  the  evil 
SuccefsoftheTe  two,  that  went  before  him, 
he  hath  provided  to  gather  fo  much  in  con- 
venient time,  and  to  make  himfelf  therewith 

fo 
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Co  fat  and  ftrong,   wherein  the  other  two 
failed,  as  he  will  never  be  in  danger  more  to 

I  be  called  to  account  for  the  fame. 
In  good  faith  (faid  the  Lawyer)  I  thank  you 
heartily  for    this   pleafant  Difcourfe   upon 

Edmund  Dudley's  Tree:  of  the  Common-wealthy 
and  by  that  Opinion,  my  Lord  of  Leicefter  is 
the  moft  Learned  of  all  his  Kindred,  and  a  « 
very  cunning  Logician  indeed,  that  can  draw 
for  himfelf  fo  commodious  Conclufions  out 
of  the  perilous  Premifes  of  his  Progeni- 
tors. 

No  marvel  (quoth  the  Gentleman)  for  that: 
his  Lord  (hip  is  Mafter  of  Arts  in  Ox  for  d,  and 
Chancellor  befides  of  the  fame  Vniverfity$ 
where  he  hath  ftore,  as  you  know^  of  many 
fine  Wits,  and  good  Logicians  at  his  Com- 
mandment;  and  where  he  learneth,  not  only 
the  Rules,  and  Art  of  Cunning  Gatherings 
but  alfo  the  very  Pra&ife,  as  1  touched  be- 
fore, feeing  there  is  no  one  College  or  other 
thing  of  Commodity  within  that"Place,  where 
thence  he  hath  not  pulled  whatfoever  was 
poflible  to  be  gathered,  either  by  Art  ot  by 
Violence. 

Touching  Oxford  (faid  I)  for  that  I  am  ait 
Vniverfity  IVhn  my  felf,  and  have  both  Ac- 
quaintance with  divers  Students  of  the 
other  Vniverfity,  I  can  tell  you  enough,  buc 
in  fine,  all  tend eth  to  thisConclufion,  that 
by  his  ChanceUorfhip  is  cancelled  almoft  all 
hope  of  Good  in  that  Vniverfity,  and  by  his 
Protection  it  is  like  to  come  to  Deftru&km. 
And  furely,  if  there  were  no  other  thing  to 
declare  the  odds  and  difference  betwixt  them 
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J  he  Lord  and  our  Chancellor,  whom  he  cannot  bear  % 
7nafurcr.  fov  t[lat  every  way  he  feeketh  to  pafs  him  ia 

all  Honor  and  Vertue.it  were  fufficient  to  be- 
hold  the  prefent  State  of  the  two  Vniverfi- 
ties-  whereof  thev  are  Heads  and  Governors. 
For  our  own,  I  will  not  fay  much,   leaft  per- 
haps! feem  partial,  but  let  the  thing  fpeakfor 
it  felf.  Cbnfider  of  theFruit  of  the  Garden,and 
thereby  you  may  judge  of  the  Gardiners  Di- 
ligence :     Look  ujon  the  Bifhopricks,    Pa- 
ftorffiipsi   2nd  Pulpits  of  England^    and  fee' 
where  principally  they  have" received  their 
Furniture  for  Advancement  of  the  Gofpel  j 
and  on  the  contrary-fide,  look  upon  the  Se- 
minaries of  Papifts  at  .Rome  and  Rheines^  look 
upon  the  Colleges  of  Jefnits^   and  other  Com- 
panies of  Papifts  beyond  the  Seas,    and  fee 
where  hence  they  are  fpecially  fraught.    The 
Priefis  a*nd  Jefuits,  here  executed  within  the 
Land,  and  other  that  remain,  either  in  Pri- 
fon  or  Abroad  in  Corners,  are  they  not  all  in 
a  manner  of  that  Vniverftty ',    I  fpeak  not  to 
the  Difgrace  of  any  Good  that  remains  there,, 
of  that  have  iffued  out  thehce  into  the  Lord's 
Vineyard,  but  for  the  moftpart  that  are  of 
this  our  Time,  have  they  not  either  gone  be- 
yond the  Seas,  or  left  their  Places  for  Dif- 
contentment  in  Religion,  or  elfe  become  Ser* 
ving-men,  or  followed  the  bare  Name  of  Law 
orPhyikk,  without  profiting  greatly  there- 
in, or  furthering  the  Service  of  God's  Churchy 
or  their  Common-wealth?  And  where  hence, 
I  pray  you,  ifiueth  all  this,   but  by  reafon  the 
chief  Governor  thereof  is  an  Atheift  himfelf, 
and  nfetb  the  Place  only  for  Gain  and  Spoil, 

for 
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for  here  hence  it  cometh,  that  all  good  Order 
and  Difciplineis  difiblved  in  that  Place  ^  the 
Fervor  of  Study  extinguished,  the  Public^ 
Le&ures  abandoned  (I  mean  for  the  moffc 
part)  the  Tavern  and  ordinary  Tables  fre- 
quented, the  Apparel  of  Students  grown 
Monftrous,  and  the  Statutes  and  good  Ordi- 
nances, both  of  the  Vniverfity  and  every  Col- 
lege and  Hallin  private,  broken  and  infringed 
Sit  my  Lord's  good  Pleafure,  without  refpeft, 
either  of  Oath,  Cuftora  or  Reafon  to  the 
contrary.  ' 

The  Heads  and  Offices  are  put  in  and 
out  at  his  only  Difcretion,  and  the  Scho- 
lars Places  either  fold,  or  difpofed  by  thefe 
his  Servants  and  Followers.  Nothing  can  be 
had  there  now  without  prefent  Money,  it  is 
a  common  buying  and  felling  of  Places  in 
that  Vniverfity,  as  of  Horfes  in  Smith feld\ 
Whereby  the  .good  and  Virtuous  are  kept 
out,  _and  Companions  thruft  in,  fit  to  ferve 
his  Lordfhip  afterwards  in  all  Affairs  that 
fhall  occur.  And  as  for  Leafes  and  Farms, 
Woods,  Paitures,  Parfonages,  Benefices  or 
the  like,  which  belong  any  way  to  any 
part  of  the  Vniverfity  to  Lett  or  Beftow, 
thefe  his  Lordfhip  and  his  Servants  have 
fo  fleeced,  fhorn  and  fcraped  already,  that 
there  remaineth  little  to  feed  upon  here- 
after. 

Albeit,  he  wanteth  not  ftill  his  Spies  and 

Intelligencers  in  the  Place,   to  advertife  him 

from  time  to  time,  when  any  little  new  Mor- 

§fel   is  offered.     And     the  principal  Inftru- 

meats,    which  for  his  Purpofe  he  hath  had 

G  3  there 
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there  before  this,  have  been  two  Phyficians, 
Bayley  and  Culpepper,  both  known  Fapifis  a 
little  while  ago,  but  now  juft  of  Galen's  Re- 
ligion, and  fo  much  the  fitter  for  my  Lord's 
Humour;  for  his  Lordfhip  doth  always  covet 
to  be  furnifhed  with  certain  chofen  Men  a- 
fcout  him  for  divers  Affairs,  as  thefe  two 
Galenifis  for  Agents  in  the  Vniverfty.  Dee 
and  Allen ^  two  Atheifts,  for  Figuring  and 
Contriving :  Julio,  the  Italian,  and  Loper 
the  Jew,  for  Poifoning,  and  for  the  Art  of 
Deftroying  Children  in  Womens  Bellies. 
Darnels  for  Murthering,  and  JDi^by's  for 
Bawds,  and  the  like  in  other  Occupations 
which  his  Lordlhipexercifeth. 

Wherefore  to  return  unto  the  Speech 
where  we  began,  moft  clear  it  is,  that  my 
Lord  of  Leicefter  hath  Means  to  gain  and  ga- 
ther alfo  by  the  Vniverfity,  as  well  as  by  the 
jpoun try  abroad,  wherein  he  beareth  himfelf 
fo  abfolutea  Lord,  as  if  he  were  their  King, 
and  not  their  Chancellor.  Nay,  far  more 
than  if  he  were  their  general  and  parti- 
cular Founder  of  all  the  Colleges,  and  o- 
ther  Houfes  of  the  Vniverfuy,  no  Man 
daring  to  contrary  or  interrupt  the  leaft 
Word  or  Signification  of  his  Will,  but 
with  his  extream  Danger  :  Which  is  a 
Proceeding  more  fit  for  Pbalaris  the  Ty- 
rant, or  fome  Governor  in  Tartary,  than 
for    a    Chancellor  of   a    Learned    Vniver- 

fly- 

To  this  (anfwered  the  Laxvycr)  for  my 
Lord's  Wrath  towaidsfuch  as  will  not  Hand 
jto  his  Judgment  asd  Opinion,  I  can  ipy  felf 


•,  i 
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beafufficient  Witnefs,  who  having  had  of- 
ten occafion  to  deal  for  Compofition  of  Mat- 
ters betwixt  his  Lordfhip  and  others,  have 
feen  by  experience,  that  always  they  have 
fped  beft,  who  flood  leaft  in  Contention  with 
him,  whatfoever  their  Cafe  were.  For  as  a 
great  and  violent  River,  the  more  it  is  Hop- 
ped and  contraried,  the  more  it  rifeth  and 
fwelleth  big,  and  in  the  end  deje&eth  with 
more  force  the  thing  that  made  refiftance : 
So  his  Lordfhip  being  the  great  and  migh- 
ty Potentate  of  this  Realm,  and  accufto- 
med  to  have  his  Will  in  all  things,  can- 
not bear  to  be  crofled  and  refilled  by  any 
Man,  though  it  *Vere  in  his  own  neceflary 
Defence. 

Hereof  I  have  feen  Examples  in  the  Canfes 
of  Snowden  Foreft  in  Wales,   of  Denbeigh,    of 
Killing-worth,  of  Drayton,  and  others,    where 
the  Parties  that  had  intereft,  or  thought  them- 
felves  wronged,    had  been  happy,     if  they 
had  yielded  at  the  firftto  his  Lordlhip's  Plea- 
fure,  without  further  queftion,  for  then  they 
had  efcaped  much  Trouble,    Charges,    Dif-  ,  */£•  j^ 
pleafure  and  Vexation,   which   by  refiftance^j^ 
they  incurred   to  their  great  Ruine,    and  wick^  iri» 
lofs  of  Life  to  fome,  and  in  the  end  vJCVQcJofurein 
fainalfo  to  fubmit  themfelves  to  his  WilI,Nortkal> 
with  far  worfe  Conditions,  than  in  the  be- ^r%r  $€ 
ginning  were    offered  unto   them,     which  pieafurt, 
thing  was    pitiful  indeed  to  behold,     but £*  Lei- 
yet  fuch    is  my    Lord's  Difpofition.  cefhrV 

A  noble  Difpofition  (quoth  the  Gentle- AvAm%^ 
man)  that  Imuft  give  him  my  Coat  if  he 
'  G  4  demand 
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demand  the  fame,  anekhat  quickly,  alfo  for 
fear,  left  if  I  (tagger  and  make  doubt  there- 
of, he  compel  me  to  yield  both  Coat  and 
Dublet  in  performance  of  my  Stay.  I  have 
read  of  foriie  fuch  Tyrants  abroad  in  the 
World,  marry,  their  End  was  always  ac- 
cording to  their  Life,  as  it  is  very  like  it 
will  be  alfo  in  this  Man,  for  that  there  is  ve- 
ry fmall  hope  of  his  Amendment,  and  God 
pafleth  not  over  commonly  fuch  Matters  un- 
puiiifhed  in  this  Life,  as  well  as  in  the  Life 
to  come. 

But  I  pray  yon,  Sir,  feeing  the  Motion 
$s  now  made  of  the  former  Oppreflions  fo 
much  talked  of  throughout  the  Realm,  that 
you  will  take  the  pains  to  explain  the  Sub- 
stance thereof  unto  me. 

For,  albeit,  in  general,  every  Man  doth 
know  the  fame,  and  in  Heart  doth  deteft  the 
Tyranny  thereof,  yet  we  abroad  in  the 
Country,  do  not  underltand  it  fo  well  and 
diftinftly  as  you  that  be  Lawyers?  who 
have  kin  and  underltood  the  whole  Prdcefs 
of  the  fame. 

The  Cafe    of  Killwgworth  and    Benbeigh 
(faid  the  Lawyer)  are  much  alikfc  in  matter, 
and  manner  of  Proceeding,   though  diffe- 
I.ekefter,  rent  in  time,  place  and  importance :  For  that 
lord  of     the  Lordfhip  of  Denbeigh  in  North  Wales  be- 
be!gh,^ing  gjveri.  unto  h|m  by  her  Majefty,  a  great 
bisboj>pref-  while  ago,  at  the  beginning  of  his  rifing, 
fw  there,  (which  is  a  Lordfhip  of  lingular  great  Impor- 
tance in  that  Country,  having  as    I    have 
heard  well  near  200  Worfhipful  Gentlemen 
Free- holders  to  the  fame)  the  Tenants  of  the 
■    .  •  Flace 
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I  Place,  confidering  the  prefent  ftate  of  things, 
and  having  learned  the  hungry  difpofition 
of  their  new  Lord,  made  a  common  Purfe  of 
2000  /.  to  prefent  him  withal,  at  his  firft  en- 
trance }  which  though  he  received  (as  he  re- 
fufeth  nothing)  yet  accounted  he  the  fame  of 
fmall  efFed  for  fatisfaftion  of  his  Appetite, 
and  therefore  applyed  himfelf,  not  only  to 
make  the  uttermofl  that  he  could  by  Leafes, 
and  fuch  like  ways  of  Commodity,  but  alfo 
would  needs  inforce  the  Free- holders  to  raife 
their  old  Rent  from  250/.  a  year,  or  there- 
abouts }  at  which  rate  he  had  received  the 
fame  in  gift  from  her  Majefty  unto  Eight  or 
Nine  Hundred  Pounds  by  the  Year,  for  that 
he  had  found  (forfooth)  an  old  Record  (as 
he  faith)  whereby  he  could  prove  that  in. 
Ancient  time  long  paft,  that  Lordfliip  had 
yeilded  fo  much  Rent,  and  therefore  he 
now  would  inforce  the  prefent  Tenants  to 
makefo  much  again  upon  their  Lands,  which 
they  thought  was  againft  all  Reafon  for  them 
todojbut  my  Lord  per  force  would  have  it  fo, 
and  in  the  end  compelled  them  to  yeild  to  his 
Will,  to  the  impoverifhing  of  all  the  whole 
Country  about* 

The  like  Proceedings  he  ufed  with  theTe-  n 
nantsabout  O/^nwrb,  where  he  received  the  nor  J 
laid  Lordfliip  and  Caftle  from  the  Prince,  in  Killing- 
gift  of  24/.  Yearly    Rent,  or  thereabouts,  worth, 
hath  made  it  better  now  then  500  /.  by  Year, an*  L,ei' 
by  an  old  Record  alfo  found  W^^ortun&^5rm 
in  a  Hole  of  the  Wall,  as  it  is  given  out  (for  %krsy 
he  hath  lingular  good  luck  always  in  finding 
out  Records  for  his  purpofe)  by  vertue  where* 

of 
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of  he  hath  taken  from  his  Tenants  round  a- 
bout  their  Lands,   Woods,    Failures   and 
Commons  to  make  himfelf  Parks,  Chafes  and 
other  Commodities  therewith,  to  the  Sub- 
verfion  of  many  a  good  Family,  which  was 
maintained  there  before  this  Devourer  fet 
foot  in  that  Country. 
Tfe  Cafe        But  the  matter  of  Snowden  Foreft  doth  pafs 
f  Sl^w-  all  the  reft,  both  for  Cunning  and  Cruelty  ; 
mofiphh  ^e  Tragedy  whereof  was  this :  He  had  learn- 
fuh         ed  by  his  Intelligences  abroad  (whereof  hp 
hath  great  ftore  in  every  part  of  the  Realm)1 
that  there  was  a  goodly  ancient  Foreft  in 
north-Wales^  which  hath  moft  infinite  Bor- 
ders about  the  fame  •,  for  it  lyeth  in  the  midft 
of  the  Country,  beginning  at  the  Hills  of 
Snowden    (    whereof    it   hath  its    Name  ) 
in  Carnarvanfoire,  and  reacheth  every  way 
towards  divers  other  Shires. 

When  my  Lord  heard  of  this,  he  entred 
prefently  into  the  conceit  of  a  Angular  great 
Prey,  and  going  to  her  Majefty,  ITgnified 
'  that  her  Highnefs  was  oftentimes  abufed  by 
the  encroaching  of  fuch  as  dwelt  upon  the 
For  efts,  which  was  neceflarily  to  be  re- 
trained. 

And  therefore  befeecbed  her  Majefty  to 
beftow  on  him  the  Incroachments  only  which 
he  fliould  be  able  to  find  cat  upon  the  Foreft 
of  Snowden  •,  which  was  granted  :  And  there- 
upon he  chofe  out  Commiffionefs  fit  for  the 
purpofe,  and  fent  them  into  Wales,  with  the 
like  Commiflion,  as  a  certain  Emperor  was 
wont  to  give  his  Magiftrates,  when  they  de- 
parted from  him  to  Govern,  as  Suetonius 

writeth, 
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writeth  ,     Scitis     qniJt    velim  ,    07J     quibits  An  old  ty- 
i    opus  babeo,    you  know  what  I  would  have,  ramic?t 
and  what  I  have  need  of;  which  recommen- Co"J>^ 

Oft 

dation  thefe  Commiffioners  taking  to  Heart 

omitted  no  diligence  in  execution  of  the  fame. 

Andfo  going  into  Wales ,  by  fuch  means  as 

they  ufed,  by  fetting  one  Man  to  accufe  ano~ 

ther,  brought  quickly  all  the  Country  round 

about  in  3  or  4  Shires,  within  the  Compafs 

of  Foreft  Ground,  and  fo  entred  upon  the 

fame  for  my  Lord  of  Leicefter. 

,     Whereupon  the  People  being  amazed,  and 

expe<fHng,what  order  my  Lord  himfelf  would 

take  therein  \  his  Lordfhip  was  fo  far  ofFfroni 

refufing  any  part  of  that  which  his  Commif- 

iioners  had  prefented,  and  offered  him,  as  he 

would  yet  ftretch  the  Foreft  beyond  the  Seas, 

into  the  Me  of  Andefev,  and  make  that  alfo  f  ™" 

•  1  •       1     ^>  <£>    J   x  n         j  tons  de- 

within  the  Compafs  and  Bounds.  monftra- 

Which  when  the  Commonalty  faw,  and  tion  of  ex. 
that  they  profited  nothing  by  their  complain-  C€ffive 
ing,  and   crying  cut  of  this  Tyranny,  they  Avaricem 
appointed  to  fend  fome  number  of  themfelves 
to  London,  to  make  Supplication  to  the  Prince, 
and  fo  they  did,  choofing  out  f©r  that  pur- 
pofe  a  Dozen  Gentlemen,  and  many  more  of 
the  Commons  of  the  Country  of  Lyne,  to  deal 
for  the  whole,  who  coming  to  London^and  ex- 
hibiting a  moft  humble  fupplicationto  herMa- 
jeflyfor  Redrefs  of  their  Oppreffion,  received 
anfwer  by  the  procurement  of  my  Lord  of  Lei? 
cefterjhzt  they  fhould  have  Juftice  if  the  Com- 
monalty would  return  home  to  their  Homes, 
and  the  Gentlemen  remain  here  to  foliicite 
the  Caufe  \  which  as  icon  as  they  had  yeild- 
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ed  unto,  the  Gentlemen  were  all  taken,  and 
caft  into  Prifon,  and  there  kept  for  a  great 
fpace  \  and  afterwards  were  fent  down  to 
Ludlow  (as  the  place  molt  eminent  of  all  the 
Countrys)  thereto  wear  Paper  of  Perjury, 
and  receive  other  Punifhments  of  Infamy  for 
their  Complaining  :  Which  Punifhments, 
notwithftanding  afterwards,  upon  great  fuit 
bf  the  Parties,  and  their  Friends  were  turn- 
ed into  great  Fines  of  Money,'  which  they 
were  conftrained  to  pay  -7  and  yet  befides  to 
agree  alfo  with  my  Lord  of  Leicefter  for  their 
own  Lands,  acknowledging  them  to  be  his, 
and  fo  to  buy  them  of  him  again  :  By  Rea- 
fon  whereof  not  only  thefe  private  Gentle* 
men,  but  all  the  whole  Country  thereabouts, 
was,  and  is,  in  manner  utterly  undone. 

And  the  participation  of  this  Injury  reach- 
eth  fo  far  and  wide,  and  is  fo  general  in  thefe 
parts,  as  you  fhail  fcarce  find  a  Man  that  Co- 
meth from  that  Coaft,  who  feeleth  not  the 
fmart  thereof,  being  either  Impoverifh'd,  Beg- 
gered  or  Ruinated  thereby. 

Whereby  I  allure  you,  that  the  hatred  of 
all  that  is  fo  univerfal  and  vehement  againft 
my  Lord,  as  I  think  never  thing  created  by 
God,  was  fo  odious  to  that  Nation  as  the 
very  Name  of  my  Lord  of  Lncefter  is  \  which 
his  Lordfhip  well  knowing,  I  doubt  not,  but 
he  will  take  heed  how  he  goeth  thither  to 
dwell,  or  fend  thither  his  Pofterity.  For  his 
Poller ity  (quoth  the  Gentleman)  I  fuppofe 
he  hath  little  caufe  to  be  follicitousj  for  that 
God  himfelf  taketh  care  commonly,that  Goods 
and  Honours  fo  gotten,  and  fo  maintained 
as  his  be,  (hill  never  trouble  the  Third  Heir. 

Mar- 
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Marry,  for  himfelf  Iconfefs,  the  matter 
ftandeth  as  you  fay,  that  he  hath  Reafon  to 
forbear  that  Country,  and  to  leave  off  his 
Buildings  begun  ztDenbeigh,  as  I  hear  fay  he  « 
hath  done,  for  that  the  univerfal  Hatred  of 
a  People  is  a  perilous  matter. 

And  if  1  were  in  his  Lordfhip's  Cafe,  I 
(hould  often  think  of  the  end  of  Nero,  who 
after  all  his  Glory,  upon  the  Fury  of  the  Peo- 
ple, was  adjudged  to  have  his  Head  thruft 
into  a  Pillory,  and  fo  to  be  beaten  to  Death 
with  Rods  and  Thongs.    Or  rather,  I  fhould 
fear  the  Succefs  of  Vitellim  the  Third,  Empe- 
ror after  Nero,  who  for  his  Wickednefs  and 
Oppreffion  of  the  People,  was  taken  by  them 
at  length,  when  Fortune  began  to  fail  him, 
and  led  out  of  his  Pallace  naked,  with  Hooks 
of  Iron  fattened  in  his  Flefh,  and  fo  drawn 
through  the  City  with  Infamy,  where  laden 
in  the  Streets  with  Filth  and  Ordure  caft  up- 
on him,  and  a  Prick  put  under  his  Chin,  to  the 
end  he  (hould  not  look  down,or  hide  his  Face, 
was  brought  to    the  Bank   of  Tyber,    and 
there  after  many  Hundred  Wounds  received, 
was  caft  into  the  River. 

So  implacable  a  thing  it  is  to  incur  the  Fu- 
ry of  a  Multitude,  when  it  is  once  ftirred, 
and  hath  place  of  Revenge  *,,  and  fo  heavy  is 
the  Hand  of  God  upon  Tyrants  in  this  World, 
when  it  pleafeth  his  Divine  Majefty  to  take 
Revenge  of  the  fame.  I  have  read  in  Lean- 
der  his  Defcription  of  Italy,  how  that  in  Spo- 
leto  (if  I  be  not  deceived)  the  chief  City 
.of  the  Country  ofVmbria,  there  was  a  ftrange 
Tyrant^,  who  in  the  time  of  his  Profperity, 

coa- 


I :  qa  Secret  Memoirs. 


94 


/ 


contemned  all  Men,  and  forbeared  to  injure 
no  Man  that  came  within  his  Claws,  efteetai- 
ing  himfelf  fure  enough  for  ever,  being  called 
to  render  an  account  of  this  Life,  and  for  the 
next  he  cared  little.  But  God  upon  a  fud- 
den  turned  upfide  down  his  Felicity^  and  caft 
him  into  the  People's  Hands,  who  took  him,; 
and  bound  his  Naked  Body  upon  a  Block  iii 
the  Market-place,  with  a  Fire  and  Iron 
Tongs  by  him,  and  then  made  Proclama* 
tion,  that  feeing  this  Man  was  no  other  wife 
able  to  make  Satisfaction  for  his  publick  In- 
juries that  he  had  done,  every  private  Pcr- 
fon  annoyed  by  him,  fhould  come  in  order, 
and  with  the  hot  burning  Tongs  there  ready, 
fhould  take  of  hisFlefh  fo  much  as  was  cor- 
refpondent  to  the  Injury  received,  as  indeed 
they  did,  until  the  miferable  Man  gave  up 
the  Ghoffc,  and  after  too,  as  this  Author  wri- 
teth. 

But  to  the  pnrpofe,  feeing  my  Lord  little 
careth  for  fuch  Examples,  and  is  become  fo 
hardy  now,  as  he  maketh  no  account  to  injure 
whole  Countrys  and  Commonalities  to- 
gether, it  (hall  be  bootlefs  to  fpeak  of  his 
Proceedings  towards  particular  Men,  who 
have  not  fo  great  ftrength  to  refill  as  a  Mul- 
titude hath. 

Yet  I  can  allure  yon,  that  there  are  fo  ma* 
ny  and  fo  pitiful  things  publifhed  daily  of  his 
Tyranny  in  this  kind,  as  do  move  great  Com- 
panion towards  the  Party  that  doth  fuffer, 
and  horror  againft  him  who  fhameth  not  day- 
!y  to  offer  fuch  Injury. 

As 
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As  for  Example  :  Whofe  Heart  would  Mr.  r<> 
but  bleed  to  hear  the  Cafe  before  mentioned  £infon5s 
of  xMr.  Robinfou  of  Staffordshire,  a  Proper Stoc^ 
young  Gentleman,  and  well  giv.cn  both  in 
Religion  and  other  Vertues ;  whofe  Father 
died  at  New- haven,  in  her  Ma  jelly's  Service, 
under  this  Man's  Brother  the  Earl  of  War- 
wick,  and  recommended  at  his  Death,  this 
his  eldefl  Son  to  the  fpecial  Prote&ion  of 
Leicefter,  and  his  Brother,  whofe  Servant  al- 
fo  this  Robinfon  had  been  from  his  Youth  up- 
wards, and  fpent  the  moft  part  of  his  Living 
in  his  Service :  Yet  notwithstanding  all  this, 
when  Robinfon's  Lands  were  entangled  with 
a  Londoner  upon  Intereft,  for  his  former 
Maintainance  in  their  Service,whofe  Title  my 
Lord  -  of  Leicefiery  though  craftily,  yet  not 
covertly  under  Ferris  his  Cloak,  had  gotten 
to  himfelf,  ceafed  not  to  purfuethe  poor  Gen- 
tlemaneventoImprifonment,Arraignmentand 
Sentence  of  Death,  for  greed inefs  of  the  faid 
living,  together  with  the  vexation  of  his 
Brother-in-law,  Mr.  Harlecourt^  and  all  Hade- 
other  his  Friends,  upon  pretence  forfooth, f  court, 
that  there  was  a  Man  flain  by  Robinfotfs  Par- 
ty, in  defence  of  his  own  PolTeffion,  againft 
Leicefierh  Intruders,  that  would  by  violence 
break  into  the  fame. 

What  lhould  I  fpeak  of  others,  whereof 
there  would  be  no  end?  Asqf  his  dealings 
with  Mr.   Richard  Lee   for  his  Mannor  of  - 

Hook  Norton  (if  J  fail  not  in  the  Name)  with  **hard 
Mr.  Lowick  Grevilj  by  feeking  to  bereave  him       * 
of  all  his  Living  at  once,  if  the  drift;  had  ta-Lowicfr! 
ken  place;  WithGWf*  Whitney,  in  the  be- Grevil- 
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half  of  Sir  Henry  Leigh,  for  enforcing  hirft  to 
forego  the  Controulerfhip  of  Woodfioci,vihicti 
he  holdeth  by  Patent  from  King  Henry  the 
7th :  Which  my  Lord  Barkley,  whom  he  en- 
forceth  to  yeild  up  his  Lands  to  his  Brother 
Warwick,  which  his  Anceftors  had  held  qui-' 
etl  y,'  for  almoft  200  Years  together. 

What  fhall  I  fay  of  hisintollerableTyfan- 
#y  upon  the  laft  Bifllbp  of  Canterbury,  for 
Dr.  Julio\  fake,  and  thatin  fo  foul  a  matter  ? 
upon  Sir  John  Thrcgrriorton  whom  he  brought 
pitifully  to  his  Grave,  by  continual  vexati- 
ons, for  a  peice  off  faithful  Service,  done  by 
him  to  his  Country,  and  to  all  the  Line  of 
King  Henry  againfl:  this  Man's  Father,in  King 
Edwardh  and  Queen  Marf%  Days?  Upon 
divers  of  the  Lands  for  one  Man's  fake  of 
that  Name  before  mentioned,  that  offered  to 
take  Kjllingwonh  Caftle  ?  Upon  fome  of  the 
Gifford\  and  others  for  Throgmorton's  fake  ? 
Fbr  that  is  alfo  his  Lordftrip's  Difpolition,  for 
one  Man's  fake,  or  Caufe,  whom  he  brook- 
eth  not,  to  plague  a  whole  Generation,  that 
any  way  pertaineth,  or  is  allyed  to  the  fame : 
His  endlefs  perfecuting  of  Sir  Drew  Drury, 
and  many  other  Courtiers,  both  Men  and 
Women. 

All  thefe,  I  fay,  and  many  other,  who  daily 
fufFer  Injuries,  Rapines  and  Oppreffions  at 
his  Hands,  throughout  the  Realm,  what 
fhould  it  avail  to  name  them  in  this  place, 
feeing  neither  his  Lordfliip  careth  any  thing 
for  the  fame,  neither  the  Parties  aggrieved, 
are  like  to  obtain  any  Releafe  of  Affliftion 
thereby   but  rather  double  Opprcflion  for 

thefe 
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their  complaining.  Wherefore,  to  returri 
again,  whereat  we  began :  You  fee  by  this 
little,  who,  and  bow  great,  and  what  man- 
ner ofMan  my  Lord  of  Leicefler  is  this  Dajr 
iii  the  State  of  England,  you  fee  and  may 
gather  in  fome  part,  by  that  which  hath  beeri 
already  fpoken,  his  Wealth,  his  Strength, 
his  Cunning,  his  Difpofition. 

His  Wealth  is  exceffive  in  all  kind  of  Rich- 
es, for  a  Private  Man,  and  mull  needs  be 
much  more  than  any  body  can  likely  imagin, 
for  the  infinite  ways  he  hath  had  of  gain  fo 
many  y£ars  together  ;  his  Strength  and  Powd- 
er is  abfolute  and  itrefiff  ible,  both  in  Cham* 
ber,  Court,  Counfel  and  Country. 

His  Cunning  in  Plotting  and  Fortifying 
the  fam£,  both  by  Force  and  Fraud,  by  Mines 
and  Counter-mines,  by  Trenches,  Bulwark^ 
Flankers  and  Rampiers,  by  Friends,  Enemies, 
Allies,  Servants,  Creatures  or  Dependants', 
or  any  other  may  ferve  his  turn,  is  very  rar6 
and  lingular. 

His  difpofition  to  Cruelty,  Murthcr,  Tfea* 
Fon  and  Tyranny,  and  by  all  thefe  to  fupreant 
Sovereignty  over  others  is  moffc  evident  and 
clear. 

And  then  judge  you  whether  herMajelty 
that  now  reigneth  (whofe  Life  and  Profpe- 
rity  the  Lord  in  mefcy  long  _  prefer  vc)  hive 
not  juft  caufe  to  fear,  in  refpea  of  thefe  things 
Only  •,  if  there  were  no  other  Particulars  td 
prove  his  afpiring  inten  t. 

No  doubt  (quoth  the  Lawyer)  but  thefe 
are  great  matters  in  the  queftiori  of  fuch  a 
Qde,  as  isa:  Crown^ind  we  have  fceri  by  fcx^ 
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ample  of  the  leaft  of  thefe  Four,  which  you 
have  here  named,  or  rather  fome  little  Branch 
contained  in  any  of  them,  hath  been  fuffici- 
ent  to  have  found  juft  Sufpicion,  Diftruftor 
Jealoufie  in  the  Heads  of  moft  wife  Princes, 
towards  the  Proceedings  of  more  aflured 
Subje&s  then  my  Lord  of  Lekefier  in  Reafon 
may  be  prelum ed  to  be. 

For  that,  the  Safety  of  the  State  and  Prince 
ftandeth  not  only  in  the  readinefs  and  abili- 
ty of  refitting  open  attempts,  when  they 
fhall  fall  out,  but  alfo  (and  that  much  more 
as  Statutes  write)  in  a  certain  provident 
watchfulnefs  of  preventing  all  Poffibili- 
ties  and  Likely-hoods  of  Danger  or  Op- 
preflion :  For  that  no  Prince  commonly  will 
put  himfelf  to  the  Courtefy  of  another  Man 
be  he  never  fo  obliged,  whether  he  fhall  ob- 
tain his  Crown,  or  no,  feeing  the  caufe  of 
a  Kingdom  acknowledgeth  neither  Kindred, 
Duty,  Faith,  Friendfhip  nor  Society. 

I  know  not,  whether  I  do  expound  or  de- 
clare my  felf  well  or  no  •,  but  my  meaning  is, 
that  whereas  every  Prince  hath  Two  points 
Kr8  ofaffurance  from  his  Subjefts,  the  one  that 
he  is  faithful,  and  lacketh  Will  to  annoy 
his  Sovereign,  the  other  for  that  he  is  weak, 
and  wanteth  ability  to  do  the  fame  :  The  firft 
is  always  of  more  Importance  then  the  fecond, 
and  confequently  more  to  be  eyed  and  obfer- 
ved  in  Policy,  for  that  our  Will  may  be  chan- 
ged at  our  Pleafure  but  not  our  Ability. 

Confidering  then  upon  th3t  which  hath  been 
faid  and  fpecified  before,  how  that  my  Lord  of 
Leicefierhath  poffefTed  himfelf  of  allthe  ftrength  • 
power  and  finews  of  this  Realm,  and  hath 
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iiiade  his  Party  fo  ftrong^as  it  feemeth  not  rc- 
fiftible,  you  have  great  Reafon  to  fay,  that 
herMajeftymay  juftly  conceive  fome  doubt  $ 
for  that  if  his  Will  were  according  to  his 
Power,  moll  allured  it  is,  that  her  Majefty 
were  not  in  fafety. 

Say  not  fo  good  Sir  (faith  the  Scholar)  for 
in  fuch  a  cafe  truly  I  would  repofe  little  up- 
on his  Will^who  is  fo  many  ways  apparent  to 
be  mod  infatiable  of  Ambition :  Rather  wou'd 
I  think,  that  as  yet  his  ability  ferves  not  either 
for  Time,  Place,.Force  or  fome  other  Circu  m- 
ftance,  then  that  any  part  of  good  will  fhou'd 
want  in  him,  feeing  that  not  oniy  his  defire 
of  Sovereignty,  but  alfo  his  intent  and  at- 
tcmpts  to  afpire  to  the  fame,  is  fufficiently 
declared  by  the  very  Particulars  of  his  Pow- 
ers and  Plots  already  fet  down }  which  if  you 
have  the  patience  to  hear  a  Scholar's  Argu- 
ment, by  a  Principle  out  of  Pbilofophy  is 
thus  proved. 

For  if  it  be  true,  what  Jlriflotle  faith,  that  A  Philojo- 
there  is  no  Agent  which  worketh  not  for  fome  thicdl  Ar* 
final  end  5  as  the  Bird  buildeth  not  her  ^^gumnt 
but  to  dwell,  and  hath  her  young  ones  there •  Leke-5 
in,  and  not  only  this,  but  alfo  that  the  fame  fterW#~ 
Agent  doth  always  frame  his  work  accord-  tefnofso* 
ing   to    the  proportion   of  his    intended  vcrei£mfi 
end  ^  as  when  the  Fox  or  the  Badger  maketh 
a  wide  Earth  or  Den,   it  is  a  fign  that  he 
meaneth  to  draw  thither  great  ftore  of  Prey : 
Then  mull  we  alfo  in  Reafon  think,  that*fo 
Wife,  Politick  and  Fox-like  an  Agent  as  is 
my  Lord  of  Leicefier  himfelf,   wanteth  not 
his  end  in  thefe  Plotting*  and  Preparations 
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of  his  •,  I  mean  an  end  proportionable  in 
greatnefs  to  hisPreparations^whichendcanbe 
no  lefs,  nor  meaner  then  fnpream  Sovereign- 
ty, feeing  his  Provifion  and  Furniture  do  tend 
that  way,  and  are  in  every  point  fully  cof- 
refpondent  to  the  fame. 

XJ*         What  meaneth  his  fo  diligent  befieging  of' 
his  Prince's  Perfbn  ?  his  taking  up  the  ways 
and  paf&ges  about  her,hi$Infolency  in  Court, 
hi&  iiBgnlarity  in  Counfel,  his  violent  prepay 
I  ration  abroad,  his  enriching  of  his  Compli- 

ces, the  banding  of  his  Fa&ion  with  the  abun- 
1  dance  of  Friends  every  where  ?  What  do  thefe 

things  figalfie  I  fay,  and  fo  many  other,  as 
you  have  well  noted  and  mentioned  before^ 

y  but.onJy  his  intent  and  purpofe  of  Suprema- 
cy ?  What  did  the  fame  things  portend  in 
in  times  paft,  in  his  Father,  but  even  that 
which  they  now  portend  in  his  Son  ?  Or  how 
fliall  we  think  that  the  Son  hath  another 
meaning  in  the  very  fame  Actions,  then  his 
Father  had  before  him,  whole  fteps  he  fol- 
lowed*? 

I  remember,  that  I  have  heard  of  divers 

►   ancient  and  grave  Men  in  Cambridge^  how  that 

in  King  Edward's  days,  the  Duke  of  Nor* 

1  thumbcrUnd,  this  Man's  Father,  was   gene- 

rally thought  of  all  Men  to  mean  indeed,  as 
afterwards  he  Ihevved  ^  efpecially  when  he 
had  once  joyned  with  the  Honfe  of  Suffolk, 
ahdjjuflle  himfelf  a  Principal  of  that  Faftion 
by^Marriage  :,  but  yet  for  that  he  was  Potenf, 
and  protelted  every  where  his  great  Love, 
Duty  and  fpecial  Care,  above  all  others, 
fkat  he  bare  towards  his  Prince  and  Courr- 
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try;  no  Man  durft  accufe  him  openly,  until 
it  was  too  late  to  withftand  his  Power,  as 
commonly  it  falleth  out  in  fuch  Affairs  :  And 
the  like  is  evident  in  my  Lord  of  Leicefter's 
A&ions  (now  albeit  to  her  Ma^eftyl  doubt 
not  but  that  he  will  pretend  and  protefl;  as 
his  Father -did  to  her  Brother)  efpecially  now, 
after  bis. open  Aflbtiation  with  the  Fa&ionof 
Huntingdon,  who  no  lefs  impugneth  under 
this  Man's  Prote&ion,  the  whole  Line  of 
Henry  the  7th  for  right  of  the  Crown,  then 
the  Houfe  of  Suffolk  did  under  his  Father, 
the  particular  Progen^  of  Henry  the  8th. 

Nay  rather  much  more    (quoth  the  Gen- 
tleman) for  that  I  do  not  read  in  King  Ed- 
ward\  Reign  (when  the  matter  notwithftand- 
ing  Was  in  Plotting)  that  the  Houfe  of  Suf- 
folk durfi:  -ever  make  open  claim  to  the  next 
Succefllon }  but  now  the  Houfe  of  Hnflings\%  T^e  *?Wr 
become  fo  confident  upon  the  Strength ^nd*^*/. 
Favour  of  their  Fautors,  as  they  dare  botfaL-Qa. 
Plot,  Prafiice  and.  Pretend  all  at  once,  and  rence. 
fear  not  to  fet  out  their  Title  in  every  place 
whereat  they  came. 

And  do  they  not  fear  the  Statute  (faith  the 
Lawyer)  fo  rigorous  in  this  point,  as  it  ma- 
Veth  the  matter  Treafon  to  determine  of 
Titles. 

Nay  they  need  not  (quoth  the  Gentlemen} 
feeing  their  Party  is  fo  ftrong  and  terrible, 
as  no  Man  dare  ^ccak  them :  Seeiag  alfo 
they  know,  that  the  procurement  of  tijatSta- 
rate  was  only  to endanger,  or  ftop  the  Mouths 
•of  the  true  SucCeffors,  whilft  themfelves  in 
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the  mean  fpace  went  about  under-hand,  to 
eftablifh  their  own  Ambufrunents. 

Well  (quoth  the  Lawyer)  for  the  pretence 
of  my  Lord  of  Huntingdon  $  Title  to  the 
Crown,  I  will  not  ftand  with  you,  for  it  is 
a  matter  fufficiently  known  and  feen  through- 
out the  Realm :  As  alfo,  that  my  Lord  of 
Leicefter  is  at  this  day  a  principal  Favourer 
and  Patron  of  the  caufe,  albeit  fome  years 
paft,  he  were  an  earneft  Adverfary  and  Ene? 
my  to  the  fame. 

But  yet  I  have  heard  fome  Friends  of  his 
|n  reafoning  of  thefe  matters,  deny  ftoutly  a 
point  or  two  which  you  have  touched  here, 
and  fo  feem  to  believe  the  fame. 

And  that  is,  firft,  howfoever  my  Lord  of 
Leicefter  doth  mean  to  help  his  Friend,  when 
time  (hall  ferve  \  yet  pretendeth  he  nothing 
to  the  Crown  himfelf. 

The  Second  is,  that  whatfoever  may  be 
meant  for  the  Title,  for  comparing  of  the 
Crown,  after  her  Majefty^s  death  •,  yet  no- 
thing is  intended  during  her  Reign.     And  of 
.  both  thefe  points  they  alledge  Reafons. 
'  As  for  the  firft,  that  my  Lord  of  Leicefter 

is  very  well  known  to  have  no  Title  to  the 
Crown  himfelf,eitherby  defcent  in  Blood,Al- 
liance,  or  other  wife  :  For  the  fccond,  that  his 
Lordfhip  hath  no  caufe  to  be  a  IMalecontcnt 
in  the  prefent  Government,nor  hope  for  more 
Preferment,  if  my  Lord  of  Huntingdon  were 
King  to  morrow  next,  then  he  receiveth  now 
at  her  Majefty's  Haad,  haying  all  the  Realm 
at  his  pwa  difpofition. 
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For  the  firft  (quoth  the  Gentleman)  whether 
Iiemeaneth  the  Crown  for  himfelf,  orfor  his 
Friend  it  importeth  not  much,  feeing  both 
ways  it  is  evident  he  meaneth  to  have  all  at 
his  difpofition. 

And  albeit  now  for  the  avoiding  of  envy, 
he  gave  it  out  as  a  crafty  Fox,that  he  meaneth 
not  but  to  run  with  other  Men,  and  to  hunt 
with  Huntingdon^  and  other  Hounds  in  the 
fame  Chafe:  Yet  it  is  not  unlike,  but  he  will 
play  the  Bear,  when  he  cometh  to  the  divi- 
ding of  the  Prey,  and  will  fnatch  the  beft 
part  unto  himfelf.  4 

Yea,  and  thefe  felf  fame  Perfons  of  his 
Train  and  Fa&ion,  whom  you  call  his  Friends, 
though  in  publick  to  excufe  his  doings,  and 
to  cover  the  whole  Matter  and  Plot,  they 
muffc  and  will  deny  the  matters  to  be  fo  meant, 
yet  otherwife,they  both  think,hope  and  knowr 
the  contrary,  and  will  not  flick  in  fecret  to 
fpeak  it,  and  amongft  themfelves  it  is  their 
talk  of  Confolation.  The  Words  of  his  fpe- 
cial  Counfellor  the  Lord  North  are  known, 
which  he  uttered  to  his  trufty  Pooly9  uponTLeLor£ 
receipt  of  a  Letter  from  the  Court,  of  her  North'* 
Majefty's  Difpleafure  towards  him,  for  bywords  to 
ing  a  Witnefs  at  Lekefter's  fecond  Marriage  ^Poo5y> 
with  Dame  Lettke  (although  I  know  he  was 
not  ignorant  of  the  firft)at  Wainfiead^oi  which 
Difpleafure  this  Lord  making  far  lefs  account 
then  inreafon  he  fhould,  of  the  juft  offence 
cf  his  Sovereign,  faid,  that  for  his  own  part 
hewasrefolved  to  link  or  fwim  with  my  Lord 
of  Leicefter  -0  who  (faith  he)  if  the  Cards  may 
once  come  to  Ihuffling    (  I  will  ufe  but  hif 
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own  Words)  I  make  no  doubt  but  he  alone 
fliall  bear  away  the  Bucklers. 
The  words      The  Words  of  Sir  Thomas  Layton  to  Sir 


alfo  of  sb  jgwry  Ney^  walking  upon  the  Turrets  of 
Th omas  \Yindfor  are  known,  who  told  him  after  long 
Brothey-  /».Difcourfe  of  their  happy  conceived  Kingdom, 


"jaw  to  my  that  he  doubted  not,  but  to  fee  him  one  day 
Lor  of  hold  the  fame  Office  in  Windfor  of  my  Lord 
^eiceiter.  0f  ^eicefier^  which  now  my  Lord  did  hold  of 
the  Queen  *,  meaning  thereby  the  goodly  Of- 
fice of  Conftablefhip,  with  all  Royalties  and 
Honours  belonging  to  the  fame-,  which  now 
the  faid  Sir  Henry  exercifed  only  as  Deputy 
to  the  Earf,  which  was  plainly  to  fignifie 
that  he  doubted  not  but  to  fee  my  ^ord  of 
Leicefterone  day  King,  or  elfe'hjs  other  hope 
could  never  poffibJy  take  effect,  or  come  to 

if  Mrs!  S     ^°  t^ie  ^ame  Vomt  tended  the  Words  of 

Well,       Mrs.  Ann  Weft%  Dame  Lettice's  Sifter  unto  the 

DmeLet  Lady  Ann  Askew ,  in  the  great  Chamber,  up- 

u&Sifter.Qn  a  ^ay  when   her  Brother  Fobert  Knowles 

had  danced  difgracefully  and  fcornfully  before 

tjie  Queen,  in  pretence  of  the  French-Mer^ 

which  thing  herMajdty  believ'd  to  proceed  oi 

ill-will  in  him, both  for  the  diflikeoftheStran^ 

gers  in  Prefence,  and  for  the  Quarrel  of  his 

Sifter  Effex,  it  pleafed  her  Majefty  to  check 

him  for  the  fame  \  with  Addition  of  a  Re* 

proachful  Word  or  two,  full  well  tfeferved, 

as  though  done  for  defpight  of  the  forced  ab- 

-   fence    irom  that  place  of  Honour   of   the 

fod   old  Gentlewoman  (  1  mitigate    th§ 
prds)  his  Sifter. 

Which 
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Which  words  the  other  young  Twig  re- 
ceiving in  great  dudgion,  brake  forth  in  great 
Choller  to  her  forenamed  Companion,  and 
faid,  that  ftie  Ihould  fee  her  Sifter,upon  whom 
the  Queen  railed  (Tor  fo  it  pleafed  her  to 
term  her  Majefties  fharp  Speech)  to  lit  in  her 
Place  and  Throne,  being  much  worthier  of 
the  fame,  for  her  Qualities  and  rare  Vertues, 
than  was  the  other }  which  undutiful  Speechi 
albeit,  it  were  over-heard,  and  condemned 
of  divers  that  fate  about  them,  yetnonedurffc 
ever  report  the  fame  to  her  Majefty,  as  1  have 
heard  fundry  Courtiers  affirm,  in  refpect  of 
theRevenge  which  the  Reporters  fliould  abide 
at  my  Lord  of  Leicefiery$  Hand,  w  henfoeyer 
the  Matter  fhould  come  to  light. 

And  this  is  now  concerning  the  Opinion 
and  Secret  Speech  of  my  Lord?s  own  Friends, 
who  cannot  but  uttpr  their  Conceits  and 
Judgment  in  Time  and  Place  convenient, 
whatfoever  they  ate  willing  to  give  out  pub-> 
lickly  to  the  contrary,  for  deceiving  of  fuch 
as  will  believe  fair  painted  words,  againft 
evident  and  plain  Demonftration  of  Rea- 
fon,  I  fay  Reafon,  for  that  if  none  of  thefe 
Signs  and  Tokens  were,  none  of  thefe  Pre-. 
parations,  nor  any  of  thefe  Speeches  and 
Detections  by  his  Friends,  that  know  'his 
Heart,  fhould  be  yet  in  force  of  plain  Reafon, 
I  could  alledge  you  three  Arguments  only, 
which  to  any  Man  of  Intelligence,  would 
eafily  perfwade,  and  give  Satisfaction,  that 
my  Lord  of  Leiceficr  meaneth  firfl,  and  prin- 
cipally for  himfelf  in  this  Suit:  Which 
three  Arguments,   for  tfiat  you  feem  to  be 
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attent,  t  will  not  Hick  to  run  ovei4  in  all 

brevity. 
fbefrfi  The  firft  is,  the  very  Nature  and  Quality 
Argumm  of  Ambition  it  felf,  which  is  fuch  (as  you 
*t  L,eke-  know)  that  it  never  ftayeth,  but  pafleth  from 
wining  Degree  to  Degree,  and  the  more  itobtain- 
for  himfeif y^h  the  more  it  coveteth,  andefteemeth  it 
before  felf  both  worthy  and  able  to  obtain,  and  in 
Hunting-  our  Matter  that  now  we  handle,  even  as  in 

from  the™  Wooin&>  he  that  fueth  *P  a  LadY  f°r  another, 
mwtof  and  obtaineth  her  Good- will,    entfeth  eafily 
4nUxion.  into  a  Conceit  of  his  own  Worthinefs  there- 
by,  and  fo  commonly  into  hope  of  fpeeding 
himfelf,  while  he  fpeaketh  for  his  Friend. 

So  much  more  in  Kingdoms,  he  that  feeth 
himfelf  of  Power  able  to  put  the  Crown  upon 
another  Man's  Head,  will  quickly  fteptothe 
next  Degree,  which  is  to  fet  it  on  his  own  : 
Seeing  the  Charity  of  fuch  good  Men  is 
wont  to  be  fo  orderly,  as  according  to  the 
Precept,  it  beginneth  with  it  felf  firft. 

Again,  we  fee  that  Ambition  is  jealous," 
fufpicious  and  fearful  of  it  felf,  efpecially 
when  it  is  joyned  with  a  Confidence,  over 
charged  with  the  Guilt  of  many  Crimes, 
whereof  it  would  be  loath  to  be  accountable 
to  any  Man,  that  might  by  authority  take  a 
review  of  his  Life  and  A&ions  when  it  fhould 
pleafe  him.  In  which  kind,  feeing  my  Lord 
ofLeicefterhath  fo  much  to  increafe,  as  be- 
fore hath  been  fhewed  by  his  wicked  Doings, 
it  is  not  like,  that  ever  he  will  put  himfelf  to 
another  Man's  Gurtefie,  for  pafling  his  Credit 
in.  particular  Reckonings,  which  he  can  no 
way  anfvyer  or  fatisfiea  but  rather  will  ftand 
,  '  upon 
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upon  the  grofsSum,  and  general  quietus  eft, 
by  making  himfelf  chief  Auditor  and  Mailer 
of  all  Accounts  ;  for  his  own  part  in  this 
Life,  howfoever  he  do  in  the  next,  whereof 
fuch  Humors  have  little  Regard,  and  this  for 
the  Nature  of  Ambition  it  felf. 

The  fecond  Argument  may  be  taken  from  The  feconi 
my  Lord's  own  particular  Difpofition,  which  Argument, 
is  fuch  as  may  alfo  give  much  Light  to  the  dr*wn  . 
Matter  in  queftion,   being  a  Difpofition,    fo^^T 
wellliking  and  inclining  to  a  Kingdom,    aspanicuiar 
it  hath  been  hammering  about  the  fame  from  Difpfuioq, 
the  firft  day  that  he  came  in  Favour. 

Firffc,  By  feeking  openly  to  Marry  with 
the  Queens  Majefty  her  felf,  and  fo  draw 
the  Crown  upon  his  own  Head,  and  fo  to 
his  Pofterity. 

When  that  Attempt  took  no  place,  then 
he  gave  it  cut,  as  hath  been  (hewed  before, 
how  that  he  was  privily  -contra&ed  to  her 
Majefty,  wherein,  as  I  have  told  his  Dealing 
before  for  Satisfa&ion  of  a  Stranger,  fo  let 
him  with  Shame  and  Difhonor,  remember 
now  alfo  the  Sj5eftacle  he  fecretly  made  fof 
the  perfwading  of  a  Subjeft  and  Counfellor 
of  great  Honor  in  the  Caufe  (I  mean  the  No- 
ble Earl  of  Temhroofi)  to  the  end,  that  if  her 
Highnefs  (hould.by  any  way  have  mifcarrir 
ed,  then  he  might  have  Entituled  any  one  of 
his  own  Brood,  whereof  he  hath  ftore  in  ma- 
ny Places  (as  is  known)  to  the  Lawful  Sue- 
ceflion  of  the  Crown  under  the  Colour  of  that 
Privy  and  Secret  Marriage  with  her  Majefty? 
wherein  he  will  want  nowjtnefs  to  difpofe 
what  he  will. 

Thirdly^ 
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Thirdly,  When  he  faw  alfo  that  this  De- 
vice was  fubje&  to  Danger,  for  that  his  Pri- 
vy Qontract  might  be  denied    more  eafily, 
then  he  was  able  juftly  to  prove  the  fame  after 
fcer  Majefties  Deceafe,  he  had  a  new  fetch  to 
ftrengthen  the  Matter,  and  that  wastocaufe 
thefe  words  of  (Natural  lfluej  to  be  put  into 
the  Statute  of  Succeflion  for  the  Grown,    a- 
gainft  all  Order  and  Cuftom  of  the  Realm, 
aadagainft  the  known  common  Stile  of  the 
Law,   accuftomed  to  be  ufed  in  Statutes  of 
fuch  a  Nature,  whereby  he  might  be  able,  af- 
ter the  Death  of  Her  Majefty  to  make  Legi- 
timate ui3 to  the  Crown,  any  one  Baftardof 
his  o^yn,    by  any  of  fo  many  Hackneys  as  he 
Jceepech,  affirming  it  to  be  the  Natural  I  due 
of  her  Majefty  by  himfelf:    For  no  other 
Reafon  can  be  imagined,   why  the  ancient 
ufual  words  of  Lawful  Iflue  fhould  fo  €iin^ 
ningly  be  changed  into  Natural  IfTue, thereby 
not  only  to  indanger  a  whole  Realm  with 
i  new  Qparrels  of  Succeflion,  but  alfo  to  touch 

as  far  as  in  him  lietht  the  Royal  Honor  of 
his  Sovereign,  who  hath  beeirto  him  but  too 
Bountiful  a  Princefs. 

Fourthly,  When  after  a  time,  thefe  Fetches 
2nd  Devices  began  to  be  discovered,  he 
changed  ftraight  his  Courfe,  and  turned  to 
the  ?<*/>//?  and  Sa>m7J?  Fa&ion,  pretending  the 
Marriage  of  the  Queen  in  Prifon.  Bat  yet, 
after  this,  again,  finding  therein  not  fuch 
Succefs  as  contented  him  thoroughly,  and  ha- 
ving in  the  mean  fpace  a  new  Occafion  of- 
fered of  Bay  I,  he  betook  himfelf  Fifthly  to  the 

Party 
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Party  of  Huntingdon,  having  thereby,  no 
doubt,  as  good  meaning  to  himfelf,  as  his 
Father  by  joyning  with  Suffolk.  Marry,  yet 
of  late  he  hath  a  new  about  once  again  for 
himfelf  in  fecret,  by  treating  the  Marriage 
of  young  ArabetlA  with  his  Son,  Entituled, 
the  Lord  Denbeigh. 

So  that  by  this  we  fee  the  Difpofition  of 
this  Man,  bent  wholly  to  a  Scepter  *,  and  al- 
beit, in  right  Title,  and  Defcent  of  Blood 
fas  you  fay)  he  can  juftly  claim  neither  King- 
dom nor  Cottage,  confidering  either  the 
Bafenefs  or  Difloyalty  of  his  Anceftors,  yet 
in  refpeft  of  his  prefent  State  and  Power, 
and  of  his  Natural  Pride,  Ambition  and 
Crafty  Conveyance  received  from  his  Father, 
he  hath  learned  how  to  put  himfelf  firft  ia 
Poffeflion  of  chief  Rule  under  other  Pretences, 
and  after  to  device  upon  the  Title  at  his 
leifure. 

But  now  to  coftie  to  the  third  Argument,  The  third 
I  fay,  that  more,  and  above  all  this  the  Na-  Argument, 
ture  and  State  of  the  Matter  it  felf,  permit-  drawn. 
tethnot,   that  my  Lord  of  Leicefler  &ould^rtV 
fnean  fincerely  the  Crown  for  Huntingdon  ^^clufe 
efpecially,  feeing  there  hath  pafled  between  itfelf. 
them  fo  many  Years  of  Didike  and  Enmity, 
which,   albeit,    for  the  time,    and  prefent 
Commodity  be  covered  and  preffed  down, 
yet  by  Reafon  and  Experience,    we  know, 
that  afterwards,   when  they  {ball  deal  toge- 
ther in  Matters  of  Importance,    and  when 
Jealoufie  fhall  bejoyuedto  other  Circumftan- 
ces  of  their  Adions,  itisimpoffible  that  the 
format  Diilike  fhould  not  break  out  in  far 
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higher  degree  than  ever  before,  as  we  file  wed 
before  in  the  Examples  of  the  Reconciliation 
made  betwixt  this  Man's  Father-,  and  Edward, 
Duke  of  Somerfet,  who  bare  Rule  under  King 
Edward  the  tfth.  Both  which  Dukes  of  So- 
werfet,  after  Reconciliation  made  with  their 
old,  crafty  and  ambitious  Enemies*  were 
brought  by  the  fame  to  Deftru&ion  foon  af- 
ter. 

Wherefore,  I  doubt  not,  but  my  Lord  of 
Leicefler  will  take  good  heed  by  injoyning  by 
Reconciliation  with  Huntingdon,  after  fo  long 
a  Breach,  and  will  not  be  fo  improvident,  as 
to  make  him  his  Head,  who  now  is  but  his 
Dependant. 

He  remembreth  too  well  the  Succefs  of  the 
Lord  Stanley ,  who  helped  King  Henry  the 
7th.  to  the  Crown:  Of  the  Duke  of  Bnck- 
in^ham,  who  did  the  fame  for  Richard  the 
Third,  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  who  fet  up 
King  Edward  the  4th.  and  6f  the  three  Terries, 
who  advanced  to  the  Scepter  King  Henry  the 
4th. 

All  which  Noble-men,    upon  Occafions, 
which  after  fell  out,    were  rewarded  with 
Death  by  the  felfJame  Princes,  whom  they 
had  preferred. 
liiatcbia-       And  that  not  without  Reafon  (as  Signior 
veVs^a-  Matchiavel  affirmeth)   for  that  fuch  Princes 
'**'  afterwards  can  never  give  fufneient  Satisfacti- 

on to  fuch  Friends  for  lo  great  a  Benefit  re- 
ceived. And  confequently,  leaft  upon  Dif- 
eontent,  they  may  chance  to  do  as  much  for 
others  againft  them,as  they  have  done  for  them 
againft  others*  the  ft  reft  way  is  to  Recom- 
pense 
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pence  them  with  fuch  a  Reward  as  they  fhatt 
never  after  be  able  to  complain  of. 

Wherefore,  I  can  never  think,  that  my 
Lord  of  Lekefter  will  put  himfelf  in  danger 
of  the  like  Succefs  at  Huntingdon's  Hands,  but 
rather  will  follow  the  Plot  of  his  own  Father 
with  the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  whom,  no  doubt  he 
meant  only  to  ufe  for  a  help,  whereby  to 
place  himfelf  in  Supream  Dignity,  and  af- 
terwards whatfoever  had  befallen  to  the 
State,  the  other's  Head  would  never  have 
come  to  other  end  than  it  enjoyed.  For  if 
Queen  Mary  had  not  cut  it  off,  King  John  of 
Northumberland  would  have  done  the  fame  in 
time,  and  fo  all  Men  do  know  that  were  pri- 
vy to  any  of  his  cunning  Dealings, 

And  what  Huntingdon^  fecret  Opinion  is  of 
Leicefier  (notwithftanding  this  outward  fhew 
of  Dependance)  it  was  my  chance  to  learn 
from  the  Mouth  of  a  fpecial  Man  of  .that  ha- 
fty  King,  who  was  his  Leiger  or  Agent  in 
London  ^  at  a  time  falling  in  talk  of  his  Matter's 
Title,  declared,  that  he  had  heard  him  di- souttcufii 
vers  times  in  fecret  complain  to  his  Lady, 
Leicefter's  Sifterr  as  greatly  fearing,  that  in 
the  end  he  would  fuffer  Wrong,  and  pretend 
fome  Title  forhimfelf. 

Well  (quoth  the  Lawyer)  it  feemeth  by 
this  laft  Point,  that  thefe  two  Lords  are  cun- 
ning. Pra&itioners  in  the  Art  of  Diffimulation. 
But  for  the  former  whereof  you  fpeak,  in 
truth  I  have  heard  Men  of  good  Difcourie 
affirm,  that  the  Duke  of  Northumberland 
had  ftrangc  Devices  in  his  Head  for  deceiving 
of  Suffolk,   who  was  nothing  fo  fine  Witted 

as 
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as  himfblf;  and  for  the  bringing  the  Crdwii 
to  his  bnn  Family :  Amongft  other  Devi- 
ces, if  is  thought  that  he  had  certain  intenti- 
on to  Marry  the  Lady  Mary  himfelf,  after 
H  once  he  had  brought  her  into  his  own  Hands, 

And  bellowed  her  Majefty  that  now  ts,  Upon 

fome  one  of  his  Children,if  it  Ibould  hate  been 

|;  thought  bell  to  give  her  Life,   andfoconfe- 

II  <  quently  to  have  ftaken  off  Suffolk  and  his  Pedi- 

II  gree,  with  Gdndign  Punifhment  for  his  bold 
H                   ,            Behaviour  in  that  behalf. 
||!  Verily,  this  had  been  (quoth  the  Scholar) 
Hi                               an  excellent  Stratagem,  if  it  had  taken  place. 
H                                But,    1  pray  you,    Sir,    how  could  himfelf 

III  .  have  taken  the  Lady  Mary  to  Wife,  feeing  he 

was  at  that  time  Married  to  another. 

Oh  (quoth  the  Gentleman)  youqueftion 
(  like  a  Scholar,  as  though  my  Lord  of  LeU 
cefter  had  not  a  Wife  alive,  when  he  firit  be- 
gan toprrftend  Marriage  with  the  Queens 
Majefty,  do  you  nQt  remember  the  State  of 
King  Richard  the  Third  ^  who  at  fuch  time 
as  he  thought  belt  for  the  Eftablifhing  of  his 
Title  to  Marry  his  own  Niece,  that  after- 
wards was  Married  to  King  Henry  the  7th. 
how  he  caufed  fecretly  to  be  given  abroad, 
that  his  own  Wife  was  dead,  whom  all  the 
World  knew  then  to  be  alive,  and  in  good 
Health,  but  foon  afterwards  fhe  was  feeri 
dead  indeed.    . 

Thefe  great  Perfonages,  in  Matters  of 
fuch  Weight,  as  is  a  Kingdom,  have  Privi- 
leges tod  ifpofe  of  Womens  Bodies,  Marria- 
ges, Lives  and  Deaths,,  as  fhall  be  thought 
for  the  time  moft  convenient. 
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And  what  do  you  think,   I  pray  you  oiAntw  ^ 
this  new  Triumvirate,  fo  lately  concluded  rrrmavt^ 
about  Arabella  (for  fo  I  mult  call  the  fame  ce^r 
though  one  of  the  three  Perfons  be  no  Vir,but  Talbot 
a  Virago)  I  mean  of  the  Marriage  of  young  and  the 
Denbeigh  with  the  little  Daughter  of  Lennox,  CrU^s  r 
whereby  the  Father  inLaw,the  Grand-mother,^  rew  '■ 
and  the  Uncle  of  the  new  defigned  Queen,     V 
have  conceived  tothemfelves  a  lingular  Tri- 
umphant Reign.  But  what  do  you  think  may 
he  the  iflue  thereof?  Is  there  nothing  of  the  old 
Plot  of  Duke  John  of  JSforthtimberland  in  this  ? 
1  Marry,  Sir,   (quoth  the  Lawyer)  if  this  be 
fo,  I  dare  allure  you,  this  Sequel  is  enough 
pretended  thereby:    And,    firft,  no  doubt, 
there  goeth  a  deep  Drift  by  the  Wife  and 
Son,  againft  old  Abraham  the  Hiisband  and 
Father,    with  the  well  lined  large  Youth : 
And,    fecondly,  a  far  deeper,  by  Trufty  Ro- 
bert, againft  his  belt  Miltrefs  •,  but  deepeftof 
all  by  the  whole  Crew  againft  the  Defign- 
ments  of  the  hafty  Earl,  who  thirtieth  for  a 
Kingdom   with    plain  Intemperance,    and 
feemeth  (if  there  were  plain  dealing)  to  hope 
by  [this  good  People,  fliortly  to  quench  his 
Drought.    But  either  part,  indeed  and  truth* 
leeketh  to  deceive  others,    and  therefore  it  is 
hard  to  fay,    where  the  Game  in  fine  will 
reft. 

Well,  howfoever  that  be  (quoth  the  Gen- 
tleman) I  am  of  opinion,  that  my  Lord  of 
Leicefter  wili  ufe  both  his  Pra&ife,  and  many 
more,  for  bringing  the  Scepter  finally  to  his 
•own  Head  :  And  that  he  will  not  only  im* 
poly  Huntingdon  to  Defeat  Scotland,  and  A- 

I  rabella 
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rabella  to  defeat  Huntingdon,  but  alfo  woultf 
ufe  the  Marriage  of  the  Queen  Imprifoned^ 
to  defeat  them  both,  if  fhe  were  in  his 
Hands,  arid  any  one  of  all  three  to  pofTefs 
her  Majefly  that  now  is,  and  alfo  the  Autho- 
rity of  all  four  to  bring  it  to  himfelf,  with 
many  other  Fetches,  Flings  and  Frifcoes  pe- 
ildes,  which  fimple  Men  do  not  as  yet  con- 
ceive. 

And  howfoever,  thefe  two  joyned  Earls, 
do  feem  for  the  time  to  draw  together, 
and  to  play  booty,  yet  I  am  of  opinon,  that 
the  one  will  beguile  the  other  at  the  uplhot. 
And  Haftings,  for  ought  I  fee,  whenhecom- 
eth  to  the  Scambling,  is  like  to  have  no  better 
luck  by  the  Bear,  than  his  Anceftors  had  by 
the  Bore,  who  ufing  the  Son  and  Heir  of 
King  Henry  the  6th,  and  after  in  deftroying 
the  faithful  Friends  and  Kinfmen  of  King 
Edward  the  5th,  for  his  eafier  way  to  Ufurpa- 
tion,  made  an  end  alfo  of  him  in  the  Tower, 
at  the  very  fame  day  and  hour  that  the  other 
were  by  his  Counfel  deftroyed  in  Vomfret 
Cajlle.  So  that  where  the  Hazard  of 
the  Game  is  a  Kingdom,  there  is  neither 
faith,  neither  good  Fellowlhip,  nor  fair 
play  amongil  the  Gamefters.  And  this  fhall 
be  enough  for  this  Point,  viz.  What  good 
my  Lord  of  Leicefter  meaneth  to  himfelf,  in 
refpeft  of  Huntingdon.  Touching  the  fecond, 
whether  the  Attempts  be  purpofed  in  her 
Majeflies  days  or  no,  the  Matter  is  much  lefs 
doubtful  to  him  that  knoweth,  or  can  imagin 
what  a  Tormeut  the  delay  of  a  Kingdom,  is  ■., 
to  fuch  a  one  as  fuffereth  delaf  thereof,   and 

feareth, 
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jfeareth,  that  every  hour  may  breed  fonie  al- 
teration, to  the  prejudice  of  his  own  concei- 
ved Hopes.  We  fee  oftentimes,  .that  the 
Child  is  impatient  in  this  Matter  to  expeft 
the  natural  End  of  his  Parents  Life,  whom, 
notwithftanding  by  Nature  he  is  inforced  to  , 
love,  and  who  alfo  by  Nature  is  like  to 
leave  this  World  behind  him,  and  after 
whofe  Deceafe,  he  is  affured  to  obtain  his 
defire,  but  moft  certain  of  dangerous  event*, 
if  he  attempt  to  get  it  while  his  Parent  li- 
veth. 

Which  four  Confiderations,  are  no  doubt,! 
of  great  force  to  contain  a  Child  in  Duty, 
and  to  bridle  his  Defire,   albeit,   fometimes 
not  fufficient  to  withhold  this  greedy  Appe- 
tite of  Reigning. 

But  fhall  we  think,  where  none  of  thefe 
four  Confiderations  do  reftrain  ?  Where  the 
prefent  PofTeffion  is  no  Parent,  whofe  death 
mult  needs  bring  infinite  Difficulties  to  the 
Enterprize,  and  in  whofe  Life-time  the  Mat- 
ter is  molt-  eaiietob&atchieved  under  Colour 
and  Authority  of  the  prefent  PofTeffion?  Shall 
we  think,  that  in  fuch  a  Cafe  the  ambitious 
Man  will  over-rule  his  own  Paffion,  and 
loofe  his  Commodity  ?  As  for  that  which  is 
alledged  before  for  my  Lord  in  reafou  of  his 
Defenders,  that  his  prefent  State  is  fo  pros- 
perous, as  he  cannot  exped  better  in  the  ne^c 
change  whatsoever  it  fhould  be,  is  of  fmali 
moment  id  the  Conceit  of  the  ambitious 
Head,  whofe  Eye  and  Heart  is  aiway  > 
upon  that  which  he  hopeth  for,  and  e 
joyech  not,   a$d  not  upon    that  which  h@ 

I  z  _     airead 
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already  pofTefTeth,    be  it  never  fo  good,  efpe- 
cially  in  Matters  of  Honor   and  Authori- 
ty- 
It  is  an  infallible  Rule,   that  one  Degree 

defired,  and  not  obtained,  affii&eth  more 
than  five  Degrees  already  poffefled  can  give 
Confblation. 

The  Story  of  Duke  Haman>  confirmeth  this 
evidently,  who  being  the  greatefl  in  the 
World,  under  King  Affaems,  after  he  had 
recounted  up  all  his  Pomp,  Riches,  Glory  and 
Felicity  to  his  Friends,  yet  he  faid,  that  all 
this  was  nothing  unto  him,  until  he  could 
obtain  the  Revenge  which  he  defigned  upon 
Mardotheus  his  Enemy.  And  thereby  it  Com- 
eth ordinarily  to  pafs,  that  amongft  higheft 
in  Authority  are  found  the  greatefl  ftore  of 
Malecontents,  that  moft  do  endanger  their 
Prince  and  Country,  When  the  Perries  took 
part  with  Henry  of  Bnllwgbroifke^gamitKing 
Richard  the  Second,  their  Lawful  Sovereign, 
it  was  not  for  lack  of  Preferment,  for  they 
were  exceedingly  advanced  by  the  faid  King, 
and  poflefTed  the  three  Earldoms    of  l$or- 

ihumberland,  Worcester  and  Stafford  together, 

befides  many  other  Offices  and  Dignities  of 
Honor. 

In  like  fort,  when  the  two  fifevi Is  took  up- 
on them  to  joyn  with  Richard  of  Tork^  to  put. 
down  their  Benign  Prince,  Henry  the  Sixth, 
and  after  again  on  the  other  fide  to  put  down 
King  Henry  the  Fourth,  it  was  not  upon  want 
of  Advancement,  they  being  Earls  both  of 
Salisbury  and  Warwick^  and  Lords  of  many* 

nota- 
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notable  Places  befides  :  But  it  was  upon  a 
vain  Imagination  of  future  Fortune,  whereby 
fuch  Men  are  commonly  led,  yet  had  they 
not  any  fmellin  their  Noftrils  of  getting  the 
Kingdom  for  themfelves,  as  this  Man  hath  to 
pluck  him  forward. 

If  you  fay,  that  thefe  Men  hated  their  So* 
vereign,  and  that  thereby  they  were  led  to 
procure  his  Deflru&ion,  the  fame  I  may  aa- 
fwer  of  my  Lord  living,  though  of  all  Men 
he  hathleaftcaufe  fotodo,  yet  fuch  is  the 
Nature  of  wicked  Ingratitude,  that  where  it 
oweth  moll,  and  difdaineth  to  be  bound, 
there  every  little  Difcontentment,  turneth 
double  Obligation  into  tripple  Hatred.  This 
is  fhewed  evidently  in  the  time  of  his  little 
Difgrace,  wherein  he  did  not  only  diminifb, 
vilifie  and  abufe  amongft  hisjFriends,  the 
ineftimable  Benefits  he  hath  received  from  her 
Majefty,  but  alfoufed  to  exprobrate  his  own 
good  Services  and  Merits,  and  to  touch  her 
Highnefs,  with  want  of  Confideration  and 
Recompence  for  the  fame :  Which  Behaviour^ 
together  with  his  hafty  Preparation  to  Rebel? 
lion,'and  Aflault  of  her  Highnefs's  Royal  Per- 

i  fon  and  Dignity,  upon  fo  fmall  a  caufe  given, 
did  well  fliew  what  mind  inwardly  he  bear- 
eth  to  his  Sovereign,  and  what  her  Majefty 
may  expert,  if  by  offending  him  fhe  Ihould 
fall  within  the  compafs  of  his  furious  Paws, 
feeing  fuch  a  Smoak  of  Difdain  could  not 
proceed,  but  from  a  fierce  Furnace  of  Hatred 
within.    And  fure,  it  is  a  wonderful  matter 

^  to  confider  what  a  little  Check,  or  rather  the 
bare  Imagination  of  a  fmall  Qverthwart,  may 

I  3  work 
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wbrk  in  a  proud  ariddifdainful  Stomach.  The 
Remembrance  of  his  miffed  Marriage,  that  he 
to  much  pretended  and  defired  with  her  Ma- 
jefty,    doth  flick  deeply  in  his  Breaft,  and 
ftirreth  him  daily  to  Revenge,   as  alfo  the 
in  of  certain  Checks  and  Difgraces  re- 
ceived at  fome  times,   efpecially  that  of  his 
Marriage,    tfhich  gallcth  him  fo  much 
more    by  how  much  Fear  and  Danger  it 
ight  him  into  at  that  time,     and  did  put 
\Viddowin  fuch  openFrenzie,  as  file  ra- 
ged many  Months  after  againfther  Majefty, 
and  is  not  yet  quieted,   but  remaineth,    as  it 
were  a  fworn  Enemy,  for  that  Injury,  and 
ftandethlikea  Fiend  or  Fury  at  the  Elbow  of 
her  Amadis  to  itir  him  forwards,   when  oc^ 
cafion  fhall  ferve. 

And  what  effed  fuch  Female  Suggeilions 
Hiay  work,  when  they  find  an  Humor  proud 
pnd  plyablefor  their  pnrpofe/  you  may  re- 
rnember,  by  the  Example  of  the  Dutchefs  of 
$omerfety  who-  inforced  her  Husband  to  cut 
oSOFthe  Head  of  his  only  dear  Brother,  to  his. 
evident  Deftru&ion  for  her  Contentation, 

\Vherefore,  to  conclude  this  Matter,  with- 
out any  further  Difpute  and  Reafon,  feeing 
there  is  fo  riiuch  difcovered  in  the  Cafe,  as 
there  is  fo  great  defire  to  Reign,  fo  great 
Impatience  of  Delay,  fo  great  Hope  and  A. 
biiity  ofSuccefs,  if  it  be  attempted  under  the 
good  Fortune,  and  prefeht  Authority  of  the 
Competitors,  feeing  the  Plots  befo  well  laid, 
the  Preparations  fo  forward,  the  Favourers 
fo  furpi&ed,  the  Time  fo  propitious,   and  fo 


Secret  M  i  m  o  i  r  s.  ug 

many  other  Caufes  concurring  together,  fee- 
ing that  by  deferring  all  may  be  hazarded, 
and  by  haftening,  little  can  be  indangered, 
the  State  and  Condition  of  things  well  weigh- 
ed, finding  aifo  the  Bonds  of  Duty  fo  broken 
already  in  the  Confpirators,  the  Caufes  of 
Miflike  and  Hatred  fo  manifefl*,  and  the  So- 
licitors to  execution  fo  potent  and  diligent, 
as  Womens  Malice  and  Ambition  are  wont 
to  be,  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  they 
will  not  loofe  their  prefent  Commodity,  e* 
fpecially,  feeing  they  have  learned  by  their 
Architipe  or  Protoplot,  which  they  follow  (I 
mean  the  Confpiracy  of  Northumberland  and 
Suffolk  in  King  Edward's  Days)  that  herein 
there  was  fome  Error  committed  at  that 
time,  which  overthrew  the  whole,  and  that 
was  the  deferring  of  fome  things  until  after 
the  King's  Death,  which  fhould  have  been 
put  in  execution  before :  For,  if  in  the  time 
of  their  Plotting,  when  as  yet  their  Defign- 
ments  were  not  Publifned  to  the  World,  they 
had  under  the  Countenance  of  the  King,  got- 
ten into  their  Hands  the  two  Sifters,  and  dif- 
patched  fome  other  few  Affairs,  before  they* 
had  caufed  the  young  Prince  to  die,  no  doubt, 
but  in  Man's  Reafon  the  whole  Deilgnment 
had  taken  place  \  and  confequently,  it  is  to 
be  fuppofed,  that  thefe  Men  being  no  fools 
in  their  own  Affairs,  will  take  heed  for  falling 
into  the  like  Error  by  delay,  but  rather  will 
make  all  fure,  by  ftriking  while  the  Iron  is 
hot,  as  pur  Proverb  wanieth  them. 

I  4  It 
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It  cannot  be  denied,  in  reafon  (quoth  the 
Lawyer)  but  that  they  have  many  helps,  do- 
ing  what  they  lift  now  under  the  Pretence, 
Favour,  Countenance  and  Authority  of  her 
Majefty,  which  they  fhould  not  have  after 
her  Highnefs's  Deceafe,  but  each  Man  fhall 
remain  more  at  liberty  for  his  Supream  O- 
bedience,  by  reafon  of  the  Statute  provided 
for  uncertainty  of  the  next  Succeflbr,  and 
therefore,  I,  for  my  part,'  would  rather  coun- 
fel  them  to  make  much  of  her  Majefties 
Life,  for  after  that  they  little  know  what 
may  enfue,  orbefal  their  Defignments. 

They  will  make  the  moft  thereof  (quoth 
the  Gentleman)  for  their  own  advantage,  but 
after  that  what  is  like  to  follow  the  Exam- 
ples of  Edward  and  Richard  the  Second,  as 
alfo  Henry  and  Edward  the  6th  do  fufficient- 
ly  forewarn  us,  whofe  Lives  were  prolonged 
until  their  Deaths,  were  thought  more  pro- 
fitable unto  the  Confpirators,and  not  longer. 

And  for  the  Statute  you  fpeak  of,  procu- 
red by  themfelves  for  the  eftablifhing  the  un<* 
certainty  of  the  next  true  Succeflbr  (where- 
as all  our  former  Statutes  were  wont  to 
be  made  for  the  Declaration  and  Cer- 
tainty of  the  fame)  it  is  with  Provifo  as 
you  know,  that  it  fhall  not  endure  longer 
then  the  Life  of  her  Majefty  that  now  reign- 
eth  i  that  is  indeed.no  longer  then  until  they 
themfelves  be  ready  to  place  another;  for 
then  no  doubt,  but  we  fhall  fee  a  fair  Procla- 
mation, that  my  Lord  of  Huntingdon  is  the 
only  next  Heir,  with  a  bundle  of  Halters  to 
hang  all  fuch  as  fhall  dare  once  to  open  their 
Mouths  for  denial  of  the  fame  At 
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At  thefc  Words  the  old  Lawyer  ftepped 
back  as  fomewhataftonifhed,andbeganto  make 
CrofTes  in  the  Air  after  their  Fafhion  (where- 
at we  laughed)  and  then  faid  •,  truly  my  Ma- 
ilers, I  had  thought  that  no  Man  had  concei- 
ved fo  evil  imagination  of  the  ftatute  as  my 
felf :  But  now  I  perceive  that  not  I  alone  am 
malicious. 

For  mine  own  part,  I  muff;  confefs  unto 
you,  that  as  often  as  I  read  over  this  Statute, 
or  think  of  the  fame,  as  by  divers  occafions 
many  times  I  do,  I  feel  my  felf  much  grieved 
and  afflifted  in  mind  upon  fear,  which  I  con- 
ceive, what  may  be  the  end  of  this  Statute  to 
our  Country,  and  what  privy  meaning  the 
chief  Procurers  thereof  might  have  for  their 
own  Drifts  againft  the  Realm,  and  Life  of 
her  Majefty  that  now  reigneth. 

And  fo  much  more  it  maketh  me  to  doubt, 
for  that  in  all  Records  of  Law,  you  (hall  ne- 
ver find  to  my  remembrance,  any  one  Exam- 
ple of  fuch  a  Device  for  the  concealing  of  the 
true  Inheritor. 

But  rather  in  all  Ages,  States  and  Times, 
,  efpecially  from  Richard  the  i  ft  downwards, 
!  you  fhall  find  Statutes,  Ordinances  and  Provi- 
sions, for  Declaration  and  Manifeftation  of 
the  fame,  and  therefore  this  ftrange  and  new 
Device  rauft  needs  have  fome  ftrange  and  un- 
accuftomed  meaning,  and  God  of  his  Mercy 
grant  that  it  have  not  fome  ftrange  and  un< 
<pxpe&ed  Event. 

In  fight  of  all  Men,  this  is  already  evidentj 

uihat  never  Country  in  the  World  was  brought 

into  more  apparent  danger  of  utter  Ruin  then 

ours 
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ours  is  at  this  day,  by  pretence  of  tins  StaA 
tute. 

For  whereas  there  is  no  Gentleman  fo  mean, 
in  the  Realm,  thai  cannot  give  a  guefs  more 
or  lefs,  who  (hall  be  his  next  Heir,  and  his 
Tenants  foon  conje&ure  what  manner  of  Per- 
fon  fhall  be  their  next  Lord  :  In  the  Title  of 
our  noble  Crown  whereof  all  the  reft  depen- 
ded*}  neither  is  her  Majefty  permitted  to 
know  or  fay,  who  fhall  be  her  next  SucceiTor, 
nor  her  Subje&s  allowed  to  underftand,  or 
imagin,  who  in  Right  may  be  their  future 
Sovereign. 

An  intoilerable  injury  in  a  matter  of  fo  fin?« 
gular  importance.  For  alafs !  what  fhall  be- 
come of  this  our  Native  Country,  if  God 
fhouid  take  from  us  her  moft  excellent  Maje- 
fty, as  once  he  will,  and  fo  leave  usdeftitute 
on  the  fudden  ?  What  fhall  become  of  our 
Lives,  of  our  States,  of  our  whole  Realm  or 
Government  ?  Can  any  Man  promife  himfelf 
one  day  longer  of  Reft,Peace,  PofTeffion,  Life, 
or  Liberty  within  the  Land,,  then  God  fhall 
lend  her  Majefty  to  reign  over  us  ?  Which  al- 
beit we  do,  and  are  bound  to  with  that  it  may 
t>e  long)  yet  Reafon  telleth  us,  that  by  courfe 
of  Nature,  it  cannot  be  of  any  long  continu- 
ance, and  by  a  thoufand  Accidents  it  may* 
be  much  fhorten  And  fhall  then  our  moft 
noble  Common-wealth  and  Kingdom,  which 
is  of  Perpetuity,and  muft  continue  toourfelves 
and  our  Pofterity,  hang  only  upon  the  Life  of 
her  Highnefs  alone,  well  ftrucken  in  years, 
and  of  no  great  good  health,  robuftons  or 
itroiTg  Complexion ?  I  was  within  hearing' 

fome 


V 


Secret  Memoirs.  123 

fome  Six  or  Seven  years  ago,  when  Sir 
Chriftopher  Hatton  in  a  very  great  Aflembly, 
made  an  Eloquent  Oration  (which  after  I 
weene  was  put  in  Print)  at  the  pardoning 
and  delivering  of  him  from  the  Gallows, 
that  by  Error  (as  wasthought)had  difcharged 
his  peice  upon  her  Majefty's  Barge,  and  hurt 
certain  Perfons  in  her  Highnefs'sPrefence,and 
in  that  Oration  he  declared  and  defcribed 
very  effe&u ally  what  had  enfued  to  the  Realm, 
if  her  Highnefs  by  that,  or  any  other  means, 
fliould  have  beeji  taken  from  us. 

He  fet  forth  moft  lively  before  the  Eyes  of 
all  Men,  what  Divifion,  what  Diflention, 
what  Blood^fhed  had  enfued,  ^nd  what  fatal 
dangers  were  moft  certain  to  fall  upon  us, 
whenfoever  that  doleful  day  ftiould  happen, 
wherein  no  Manfhall  be  fureof  his  Life,  of 
his  Goods,  of  his  Wife,  of  his  Children,  no 
Man  certain  whether  to  fly,  whom  to  follow, 
or  where  to  feek  Repofeand  Prote&ion. 

And  as  all  the  hearers  there  prefent  did 
eafily  grant,  that  therein  he  faid  truth,  and 
far  lefs  than  might  have  been  faid  *n  that  be- 
half, things  ftanding  as  they  do  :  So  may  any 
one  I  know  that  heard  thefe  Words  proceed 
from  a  Counfellor,  that  had  good  cauie  to 
know  the  eftate  of  his  own  Country,  enter- 
ed into  this  cogitation,  what  Puniflimeat  they 
might  deierve  then  at  the  whole  State  and 
Commonwealths  Hands,  who  by  letting  her 
Majefty  from  Marriage,  and  then  procuring 
this.  Statute  of  diflembliag  the  next  In- 
heritor had  brought  their  Realm  into  fo  evi- 
dent and  inevitable  Dangers. 

For 
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For  every  one  well  confidered,  and  weigh- 
ed with  himfelf,  that  the  thing  which  yet  on- 
ly letted  thefe'  Dangers  and  Mifchiefs,  fet 
down  by  Sir  Cbriftopher^  muft  neceflarily  one 
day  fall  upon  us,  and  then  fay  we,  how  falleth 
it  out,  that  fo  general  a  Calamity,   as  mult 
needs  overtake  us  before  it  be  long,  and  may 
for  any  thipg  we  know  to  morrow  next,  is 
not  provided  for  as  well  as  forefeen  ?  Is  there 
no  remedy,  but  that  we  muft  wittingly  and 
willingly  run  into  our  own  Ruin,  and  for  the 
favour  or  fear  of  fome  few  afpirers,  betray 
our  Country,  and   the  Blood  of  fo  many 
thoufand  Innocents  as  live  within  the  Land  ? 
For  tell  me   (good   Sir)  I  pray  you,  if  her 
JMajefty  fhould  die  to  morrow  next  (whofe 
Life  God  long  preferve  and  blefs)  but,  if 
fhe  lhould  be  taken  from  us,  as  by  conditi- 
on of  nature  and  human  frailty  fhe  may,  what 
would  you  do  ?  Which  way  would  you  take, 
or  what  Head  or  Party  know  any  good  Sub- 
left  to  follow  in  the  Realm  ? 

I  fpeak  not  of  the  Confpirators,  for  I  know 
tliey  will  be  ready,  and  refolved  whom  to  fol- 
low, but  I  fpeak  of  the  plain,  Ample,  well 
meaning  Subjects,  who  following  now  the 
utter  Letter  of  this  fraudulent  Statute  (frau- 
dulent I  mean  in  the  fecret  conceit  of  the 
cunning  Confpirators)  fhall  be  taken  at  that 
day  upon  the  fudden,andbeingput  into  amaze 
by  the  unexpe&ed  contention  about  the 
Crown,  fhall  be  brought  into  a  thoufand 
Dangers,  both  of  Body  and  Goods,  which 
are  no w  not  thought  upon  by  them,  who  are 
molt  in  danger  of  the  fame. 

But 
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But  unto  her  Majefty,  for  whofe  Good  and 
Safety  this  Statute  is  only  pretended  to  be 
made  ^  no  doubt,  but  that  it  bringeth 
far  greater  Dangers  than  any  Device  that 
they  have  ufed  befides}  for  thereby  under 
colour  of  retraining  the  Claims  and  Titles 
of  true  Succeffbrs  (whofe  endeavours  not- 
withftanding  are  more  calm  and  moderate 
then  of  Ufurpers)  they  make  unto  themfelves 
a  mean  to  fofter  and  fet  forward  their  own 
Confpiracy,  without  controulment,  feeing 
no  Man  of  might  may  oppofe  himfelf  againlt 
them,  but  with  fufpicion,  that  he  meaneth  to 
claim  for  himfelf  j  and  fo  they  being  armed 
on  the  one  fide  with  their  Authority,  and 
Force  of  prefent  Fortune,  and  defended  on 
the  other  fide  by  the  pretence  of  the  Statute, 
they  may  fecurely  work  and  plot  at  their 
Pleafure,  as  you  have  well  proved  before  that 

'    they  do. 

And  whenfoever,  that  their  Grounds  and 
Foundations  (hall  be  ready,  it  cannot  bede- 
nied,but  that  her  Majefty's  Life  lieth  much  at 
their  Difcretion,  to  take  it  or  ufe  it  to  their 
belt  Commodity,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but 
they  will,  as  fuch  Men  are  wont  to  do  in  fuch 

I    Affairs. 

Marry,  one  thing  ftandeth  not  in  their 
powers  fo  abfolutely,  that  is,  to  prolong  her 
Majefty's  Days  or  Favours  towards*  them- 
felves at  their  pleafures,  whereof  it  is  not  un- 
like, but  they  will  have  a  due  confideration, 
leaft  perhaps  upon  any  fudden  Accident  they 

^  might  be  found  unready. 


,  / 
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They  have  good  care  thereof  I  can  allure 
you  (quoth  the  Gentleman  )  and  mean  not 
to  be  prevented  by  any  accident,  or  other 
riiifliap  whatfoever,  they  will  be  ready  for  all 
Events,  and  for  that  caufe  they  haften  fo 
much  their  Preparations  at  this  day  more 
then  ever  before,  by  fending  out, their  Spies 
and  Sollicitors  every  where,  to  prove  and 
confirm  their  Friends  by  delivering  their 
common  Watch-word,  by  complaining  on 
all  hands  of  our  P'roteftant  BiPfiops  and  Cler- 
gy, and  of  all  the  prefer*  t  ftate  of  our  irre- 
formed  Religion  (as  they  call  it)  by  ampli- 
fying only  the  danger  of  Papifb,  and  Scott  ijh 
Faftion,  by  giving  out  Openly,  that  now  her 
Majefty  is  paft  hope  of  Child-birth,  and 
confequently  feeing  God  hath  given  no  bet- 
ter fuccefs  that  way  in  Two  Women,  one  af- 
ter the  other,  it  were  not  convenient  fay  they, 
that  another  of  that  Sex  fhould  enfue  •,  which 
high  commendation  of  the  Law  Salifqiie  in 
France.,  whereby  Women  are  forbidden  to 
fucceed :  Which  Speech  though  in  Ihew  it  be 
delivered  againft  the  Queen  of  Scots,  and  other 
of  King  Henry  VII  his  Line,  that  defcend  of 
Sifters  •,  yet  all  Men  fee  it  touchsth  as  well  the 
difabling  of  her  Majefty  that  is  prefent,  as 
others  to  come,  and  fo  tendeth  dire&Iy  to 
mutation  of  theSucceflion,  the  principal  pur- 
pofe  which  I  have  declared  before. 

Here  faid  I,  for  the  reft  which  you  fpake 
of  befides  the  Watch-word,  it  is  common,, 
and  every  where  treated  in  talk  among  them  5, 
but  yet  for  the  Watch-word  it  felf,  for  that 
you  mean  it,  I  think  Sir,  many  know  it  not, 
if  I  were  the  firft  that  told  you  the  Story,  a* 
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petchance  I  was^  For  in  truth  I  came  to  it 
by  rare  hap,  as  then  I  told  you,  the  thing  ; 
being  uttered  and  expounded  by  a  Baron  of 
their  own  Fa£tton,to  another  Nobleman  of  the 
fame  Degree  and  Religion,  though  out  of  the 
fame  opinion  in  thefe  Affairs :  And  for  that 
I  am  reqtfefted  not  to  utter  the  fecond,  who» 
told  it  me  in  fecret  •,  I  muft  alfo  fpare  the 
Name  of  the  firffc,  which  otherwife  I  would 
not,  nor  the  time  and  place  where  I  uttered 
the  feme. 

You  do  well  in  that  (faid  the  Lawyer}  but 
yet  I  befeech  you  let  me  know  this  Watch- 
word, if  there  be  any  fuch,  for  my  inftrufti- 
on  and  help,  when  need  fhall  require. 

For  I  allure  you  that  this  Gentleman's  former 
Speech  of  Halters  hath  fo  terrified  me,  as  if 
any  fhould  come  and  ask  me,  or  feel  my  in- 
clination in  thefe  matters,  I  would  anfwer 
them  fully  to  their  own  content,  if  I  knew 
the  Watch-word,  whereby  to  know  them : 
For  of  all  things  I  love  no*  to  be  hanged  for 
Quarrels  of  Kingdoms. 

The  Watch-word  (faid  I)    whether  you  Scholar, 
be  fettled  or  no.     And  if  you  anfwer  yea,^/ff 
and  feem  to  underftand  the  meaning  thereof/^ 
then  are  you  known  to  be  of  that  Fa&ion, 
and  fo  to  be  accounted  and  dealt  withal  for 
things  to  come,  but  if  you  ftagger  and  doubt 
in  anfwering,  as  if  you  knew  not  perfeftly  the 
Myftery,  then  are  you  defcried  thereby,  ei- 
ther not  to  be  of  that  fide,  or  elfe  to  be  but 
a  Puny,  not  well  ioftru&ed,  and  confequent- 
i  Jy,  he  that  moveth  you   that  Queftion/  will 
■preftatly  break  off  that  Speech,  and  turn  to. 
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forae  other  talk,  until  afterwards  fome  oc- 
cafion  be  given  to  perfwade  you,  of  elfe  in- 
ftrud  you  better  in,  that  Affair. 

Marry,  the  Noble  Man  my  Lord  percei- 
ving by  the  demanding,  that  there  was  fome 
Myltef  y  iii  covert  Under  the  Queftion,  took 
hold  of  the  Words,  and  would  not  fuffer 
the  Expounder  to  flip  away  as  he  endea- 
voured, but  with  much  entreaty,  brought 
him  at  length  to  expound  the  meaning  and 
purpofe  of  the  Riddle.., 

And  this  was  the  firffc  occafion  (as  I  think) 
whereby  this  Secret  came  abroad ;  albeit  af- 
terwards at  the  publick  Communions,  which 
tvere  made  throughout  fo  many  Shires,  the 
matter  became  more  common,  efpecially  a-; 
mongft  the  Strangers  that  inhabit  as  you 
know  in  great  numbers  with  us  at  this  day  7 
all  which  (as  they  fayj  are  made  moft  allu- 
red to  this  Faftioncj  and  ready  to  affift  the 
lame  with  great  Forces  at  all  occafions. 

Good  Lord  (quoth  the  Lawyer)  how  ma- 
iiy  Secrets  and  Myfteries  be  there  abroad  iri 
the  World,  whereof  we  iimple  Men  know 
nothing,  and  fufpeft  lefs.  This  Watch- 
word fhould  1  never  have  imagined. 

And  for  the  great  and  often  Affemblies,  un- 
der pretence  of  Communions,  though  of 
themfelves,  and  Of  their  nature,  they  were 
not  accnftomed,  and  conleqtiently  Ibbjeft  to 
Sufpicion,  yet  I  never  conceived  fb  far  as 
now  I  do,  as  neither  of  the  Lodging  and  En- 
tertaining fo  many  Strangers  in  the  Realm, 
whereof  our  Artisans  do  complain  every; 
where  j   but  now  I  fee  the  caufe  thereof, 
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whicb,na  doubt  is  founded  upon  great  Reafon 
for  the  Pnrpofe.  And  by  this  alfo,  1  fee  that 
the  Hoilfeof  Huntingdon preffeth  far  forward 
to  the  Game,  and  fhouldreth  near  the  Goal 
to  lay  hands  upon  the  fame,  which*  to  tell 
youplain^  liketh  me  but  a  little,  both  in  re- 
fped  of  the  good  will  I  bear  unto  the 
whole  Line  of  King  Henry,  which  hereby 
is  like  to  be  difpoifeffed  •,  as  alfo  for  the  mifery 
which  I  fear  mufl:  neceflarily  enfue  upon  our 
Country,  if  once  the  challenge  of  Hunting* 
don  take  place  in  our  Realm. 

Which  Challenge  being  derived  from  the 
Title  of  Clarence  only  in  the  Houfe  of  Tork7 
before  the  Union  of  the  two  great  Houfes„ 
raifeth  up  again  the  old  contention  between 
the  Families  of  York  and  Lancafter,  wherein 
fo  much  Englijh  Blood  was  fpilt  in  times  paft, 
and  much  more  like  to  be  poured  out,  if  the 
fame  contention  fhould  be  fet  on  foot  again, 
feeing  that  to  the  controverfy  of  Titles  wou'd 
be  added  alfo  the  controverfy  of  Religion, 
which  of  all  their  differences  is  moil  dangerous. 

Sir  Xquoth  the  Gentleman)  now  you  touch 
a  matter  of  Confequence  indeed,  and  fuch 
as  the  very  naming  thereof  maketh  my  Heart 
to  ftiake  and  tremble  thereat. 

I  remember  well  what  Philip  de  Comines 
fetteth  down  in  his  Story  of  our  Country's 
Calamities,  by  the  contention  of  thefe  two 
Houfes,  diftinguiihed  by  the  Red  Rofe  and 
the  White*,  but  yet  both  in  their  Arms  mighc 
juftly  have  born  the  colour  of  Red,  with  at 
.fiery  Sword  in  a  black  Field,  to  fignifie  the 
abundance  of  Blood  and  Mortality  which  en«* 
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fued  in-  our  Country,  by  that  molt  woful  and 
cruel  contention.  I  will  not  Hand  here  tofct 
down  the  Particulars  obferved  and  gathered 
by  the  aforefiid'  Author,  though  a  Stranger* 
which  for  the  moll  part  he  faw  himfelf,  while 
Be  lived  about  the  Duke  of  Burgwndy,  and 
King  Lewis  of  France  of  that  time,  namely* 
the  pitiful  prefcriptions  of  divers  right  No- 
ble Men  of  our  Realm,  whobefidesall  other 
miferies  were  driven  to  beg  openly  in  Foreign 
Countrys,  and  the  like.    . 

Mine  own  obfervation  in  reading  over  out 
Countrys  Affairs,  is  fufficient  to  make  me  ab- 
hor the  memory  of  that  time,  and  to  dread 
all  oc'cafion  that  may  lead  us  to  the  like  in 
time  to  come,  feeing  that  in  my  Judgment 
neither  the  Civil  Wars  of  Marcus  and  Sylla7 
nor  of  Pompey  and  C&far  amongft  \\\V  Ro- 
mans -0  nor  yet  the.  Gttel^hians  and  Gibelline? 
amonsft  the  Italians  did  ever  work  fo  much 
woe,  as  this  did  to  our  poor  Country. 

Wherein  bv  Reafon  of  the  contention, 
were  Fought  Sixteen  or  Seventeen  pitched 
Fields  in  lefs  then  an  Hundred  years:  That 
is,  from  the  Eleventh  or  Twelfth  year  of 
King  Richard  the  Second  his  Reign,  when 
this  Controverfy  firft  began  to  bud  up,  unto 
the  Thirteenth  year  of  King  Henry  the  7th, 
at  what  time,  by  cutting  off  the  chief  Titler 
of  Hmtingmh,  Houfe,  to  wit,  young  Ed* 
ivard  Rlavtagenet,  Earl  of  Warwick,  Son  and 
Heir  to  George  Duke  of  Clarence,  the  conten- 
tion was  molt  happily  quenched  and  ended, 
wherein  fo  many  Fields  (as  I  have  faidj  were 
fonghten  between  Brethren  and  Inhabitants 
of  our  Nation.  And 
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And  therein,  and  otijerwife,  only  about 
the  fame  Quarel,  were  flain  and  murthered, 
and  made  away,  Nine  br  Ten  Kings,  and 
"Kings  Sons,  befides  above  Forty  Earls,  Mar- 
quefFes  and  Dukes  of  Name,  but  many  more 
Lords  and  Knights,  Gentlemen,  Captains  and 
Common  People  without  number,-  and  by 
particular  conjecture  Two  hundred  thoufand  i 
For  that  in  <one  Battel  fought  by  King  Ed- 
ward the  4th,  there  are  recorded  to  be  ilaia- 
on  both  parts,. Thirty  five  thoufand,  fevea 
hundred  and  eleven  Perfons,  befides  others 
Wounded  and  taken  Prifoners,  to  be  put  to 
death  afterwards  at  the  pleafure  of  the  Con- 
queror: And  at  fundry  times  after,  Ten 
thoufand  flain  at  a  Battel  ^  as  of  thofe  in  Bar- 
net  and  Tenhbtiryy  both  fought  in  one  year. 

This  fufiered  our  affli&ed  Country  irt 
thofe  days,  by  this  unfortunate  and  deadly 
Contention,  which  would  never  have  been 
ended,  but  6y  the  happy  conjunction  of  thofe 
two  Houfes  together  in,  Henry  the  7th. 

Neither  yet  re'fted  it  fo  (as  appeareth  by 
Chronicle)  until  as  1  have  faid,  the  State: 
had  cut  off  the  Iflue  Male  of  the  Duke  of 
Clarence,  who  was  caufe  of  divers  Perils  to 
Henry  the  7th,  by  whofe  Sifter  the  Faction  of 
Huntingdon,  at  this ,  day,  doth  feek  to  raiffe 
up  the  fame  contention  again,  with  far  great« 
er  danger,  both  to  the  Realm,  and  her  Ma- 
jefty  that  now  reigneth,  then  ever  before. 

And  for  the  Realm  it  is  evident,  by  tha£ 
it  giveth  room  to  Strangers,  Competitors  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lawyer,  better  able  to  main- 
tain  their  own  Title  by  the  Sword,  then  ever 
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ever    was    any     of    our    Lineage    before 
them.  •     . 

And  for  her  Majefty's  peril  prefent,  it  is 
nothing  hard  to  conje&ure,  feeing  the  fame 
Title  in  the  afcrefaid  Earl  of  Warwick,  was  fo 
dangerous  and  troublefome  to  her  Grandfat- 
her, by  whom  (he  holdeth,  as  he  was  fain 
twice  to  take  up  Armsin  defence  of  his  Right 
againft  the  faid  Title,  which  was  in  thofe 
days  preferred  and  advanced  by  the  Friends 
of  Clarence,  before  that  of  Henry :  As  alfo 
this  of  Huntingdon  at  this  day,  by  his  Facti- 
on, before  that  of  her  Majefty,  tho'  niver 
fo  unjuftly. 

Touching  Huntingdon's  Title  before  her 
Majefty's  ("quoth  the  Lawyer)  I  will  fay  no- 
thing,becaufeinReafonI  fee  not  by  what  pre- 
sence in  the  World  he  may  thruft  himfelf  fo 
far  forth,  feeing  her  Majefty  is  defcended, 
not  only  of  the  Houfe  of  Lancaster,  but  al- 
fo before  him  moft  apparently  from  the  Houfe 
of  Tork  it  felf,  as  from  the  eldeft  Daughter 
of  King  Edward  the  4th,  being  the  eldeft 
Brother  of  that  Houfe. 

Whereas  Huntingdon  claimeth  only  by  the 
Daughter  of  George  Duke  of  Clarence,  the 
younger  Brother:  But  yet  I  muft  confefs, 
that  if  the  Earl  of  IVarwicFs  Title  were  bet- 
ter then  that  of King  Henry  the  7th,  (which 
Is  moft  falfe,  though  many,  attempt  to  de- 
fend the  fame  by  Sword)  then  hath  Hunting- 
don fome  wrong  at  this  day  by  her  Majefty, 
albeit,  in  very  truth,,  the  attaint  of  fo  ma- 
ny of  his  Anceftors,  by  whom  he  claimeth,- 
would  anfwer  him  alfo  fufficiently  in  that  be- 
half 
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half,   if  his  Title  were  otherwife  allowa- 
ble. 

i  But  I  know,  befides  this,  they  have  ano- 
ther fetch  of  King  Richard  the  3d,  whereby 
he  would  needs  prove  his  elder  Brother  King 
Edward  to  be  a  Baftard,  and  confequently 
his  whole  Line,  as  well  Male  as  Female,  to 
be  void  •,  which  Device,  though  it  be  ridi-  \ 
culous,  and  was  at  that  time,  when  it  was 
firft  invented :  Yet  as  Richard  found  at  that 
time  a  Dr.  Shaw,that  fhamed  not  to  publifh  and 
defend  the  fame  at  Pad's  Crofs  in  a  Sermon : 
And  as  John  of  Northumberland,  my  Lord  of 
Leicefier\  Father,  found  out  divers  Preachers 
in  his  time,  to  fet  up  the  Houfe  of  Suffolk,  and 
to  debafe  the  Right  of  King  Henryh  Daugh- 
ter, both  in  London,  Cambridge,  Oxford,  and 
other  places -,  fo  1  doubt  not  butthefe  Mea 
would  find  out  alfo  both  Shaw's,  Sand\  and 
others,  to  fet  out  the  Title  of  Clarence,  be- 
fore the  whole  interefl:  of  King  Henry  the  7th, 
and  his  Pofterity,  if  occafion  Verves :.  Which 
is  a  point  of  importance  to  be  confidered  by 
her  Majefly  *,  albeit,  for  my  part  I  mean  not 
now  to  ftand  thereupon,  but  only  upon  that 
other  of  the  Houfe  of  Lancafter,  as  I  have 
faid. 

For,  as  that  molt  Honourable,  Lawful  and 
happy  conjunction  of  the  two  Adverfary 
Houfes,  in  King  Henry  the  7th,  and  his  Wife, 
made  an  end  of  fhedding  of  Englijh  Blood, 
within  it  felf,  and  brought  us  that  molt  de* 
fired  Peace,  which  ever  fithence  we  have  en- 
joyed by  the  F^eign  of  their  two  noble  Iflues  % 
So  the  Plot,  that  now  is  in  hand,  for  the  cut- 
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ting  off  the  refidue  of  that  Iffue-,  and  for  the 
calling  back  of  the  whole  Title  to  the  only 
Houfe  of  Tork  again,  is  like  to  plunge  us  deeper 
then  ever  the  civil  Difcord  did,and  to  make  us 
the  Bait  of  all  foreign  Princes :  Seeing  there  be 
amongft  them  at  this  day  fome  of  no  fmall 
Power,  who  pretend  to  be  the  next  Heirs 
by  the  Honfe  of  Lancafier^  and  conic:  jent- 
ly  are  not  like  to  give  over,  or  abandon  their 
own  Right,  if  once  the  Door  be- opened  to 
contention  for  the  fame,  by  difanulling  the 
Line  of  King  Henry  the  7th,  wherein  only 
the  Keys  of  all  Concord  remain  knit  together 

And  albeit,  1  know  well,  that  fucn  as  be 
of  my  Lord  of  Huntingdon's  party  will  make 
fmall  account  of  the  ^Title  of  Lancafier9  as 
lefs  rightful  a  deal  then  that  of  Tork  •,  Yet  I 
for  my  part  mean  not  greatly  to  avouch  the 
fame,  as  now  it  is  placed,  being  my  felf  no 
favourer  of  Foreign  Titles. 

So  indifferent  Men  have  to  confider,  how 
it  was  taken  in'times  paft,  and  how  it  may 
again  in  time  to  come,  if  contention  fhould 
arife. 

How  many  Noble  Perfomgesof  our  Realm 
did  offer  themfelves  to  die  in  defence  there- 
of? How  many  Oaths  and  Laws  were  given 
and  received  throughout  the  Realm,  for  main- 
taining of  the  fame,  againit  the  other  Houfe 
of  Tork  for  ever  ? 

How  many  worthy  Kings  were  Crowned, 
and  Reigned,  of  that  Houfe  and  Race  ?  to 
wit,  the  Four  moft  noble  H*nry\  one  after 
another,  the  4th,  5th,  <5th  and  7th,  who 
both    in    Number,   Government,   Sanfrity, 
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Courage,  and  Feats  of  Arms,  were  nothing 
inferior,  if  not  fuperior,  to  thofe  of  the  other 
Houfe  and  Line  of  Tork,  after  the  divifion 
between  the  Families. 

It  is  to  be  confidered  alfo,  as  a  fpecial 
iign  of  the  favour  and  affe&ion  of  our  whole 
Nation  to  that  Family,  that  Henry  Earl  of 
Richmond,  though  defcending  but  of  the  laft 
Soa  and  third  Wife  of  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke 
of  Lancafter,  was  ib  refpected  for  that  only, 
by  the  univerfal  Realm,  as  they  inclined  who- 
lly to  call  him  from  banishment,  and  to  make 
him  King,  with  the  depofition  of  Richard, 
which  then  ruled  of  the  Houfe  of  Tork,  upon, 
condition  only  that  the  faid  Henry  fhould  take 
to  Wife  a  daughter  of  the  contrary  Family :  So 
great  was  in  thofe  days  the  affe&ions  of  the 
English  Hearts,  towards  the  Line  of  Lanca(ler7 
for  the  great  worthinefs  of  fuch  Kings  as  had 
reigned  of  that  Race,  how  good  or  bad  foever 
their  Title  were, which  1  Hand  not  here  to  dif- 
courfe  at  this  time,  but  only  to  infinuate, 
what  Party  the  fame  found  in  our  Realm  in 
times^  pift,  and  confequently  how  extream 
dangerous  tire  contention  for  the  fame  may 
be  hereafter,  efpecially  feeing  th  it  at  this 
day,  the  remain  er  of  this  Title  is  pretend- 
ed to  reft  wholly  in  a  ftranger,  whofe  pow- 
er is  very  great,  which  no  Lawyers  are  wont 
to  efteem,  as  a  point  of  no  fmall  importance 
for  juftifying  any  Man's  Title  to  a  Kingdom. 

You  Lawyers  want  not  Reafon  in  that 
Sir  (quoth  I)  howfoever  you  want  Right, 
for  if  you  will  examine  the  Succeffion  of  Go- 
vernments from  the  beginning  of  the  World, 
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unto  this  day,  either  amongft  Gentile,  Jew, 
or  Christian  People,  you  fhall  find,  that  the 
Sword  hath  been  better  than  half  the  Title, 
to  get,  efiablifh,  or  maintain  a  Kingdom. 

Which  maketh  me  the  more  appaled  to 
hear  you  Difcourfe  in  fuchfort  of  new  Conr 
tentions,  and  Foreign  Titles,  accompanied 
with  fuch  Power  and  Strength  of  the  Titlers, 
which  cannot  be  but  infinitely  dangerous  and 
fatal  to  our  Realm,  if  once  it  come  to  A&i- 
on,  both  for  the  divifion  that  is  like  to  be  at 
home,  and  the  variety  of  Parties  from  a- 
broad. 

For  as  the  Prince  whom  you  fignifie,  will 
not  fail  by  all  likelyhood  to  purfue  his  Ti- 
tle, with  all  the  Forces  that  he  can  make,  if 
occaflons  were  offered,  fo  Reafon,  State  and 
Policy  will  inforce  other  Princes  adjoyning, 
to  lett  and  hinder  him  therein  what  they  can, 
and  fo  by  this  means  fhall  become  Judah  and 
Jfrael  amongft  themfelves,  one  killing  and 
vexing  the  other  with  the  Sword. 

And  to  Foreign  Princes  we  fhall  be,  as  the 
Ifland  of  Satamina  was  in  old  time  to  the  A- 
thenians  and  Megareans^znd  as  the  Ifland  Ski" 
ly  was  afterwards  to  the  Grecians, .  Cartha- 
gemans  and  Romans^  and  as  in  our  days  the 
Kingdom  of  Naples  hath  been  to  the  Spaniard, 
French-men,  Germains  and  Venetians,  that  is  a 
Bait  to  feed  upon,  and  a  Gain  to  fight  for  : 
Wherefore,  1  befeech  the  Lord  to  avert  from 
ps  all  occafions  of  fuch  Miferies. 

And,  I  pray  you,  Sir,  for  that  we  are  fal- 
len into  the  mention  of  fuch  Matters,  to  take 
fuch  pains,  as  to  open  unto  me  the  Ground 

of 
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of  thefeControverfies,  folong  quiet  now  be- 
tween Torkand  Lane  aft  er^  feeing  they  are  now 
like  to  be  raifed  again. 
I  For,  albeit,  in  general,  I  have  heard  much 
thereof,  yet  in  particular,  I  either  conceive 
not,  or  remember  not  the  Foundation  of  the 
fame,  and  much  lefs  the  State  of  their  feve- 
ral  Titles  at  this  day,  for  that  it  is  Study, 
and  not  properly  appertaining  to-  my  Pro- 
feflion. 

The  Controverfie  between  the  Houfes  of 
Tori  and  Lane  after  (quoth  the  Lawyer)  took 
its  a&ual  beginning  more  than  two  hundred 
Years  ago.  but  theOccafion,  Pretence  and 
Caufe  of  that  Quarrel,  began  in  the  Children 
of  King  Henry  the  Third,  who  died  a  hun- 
dred Years  before  that,  and  left  two  Sons, 
Edward,  who  was  King  after  him,  by  the 
Name  of  Edward  the  firft,  and  was  Grand- 
father to  Edward  the  third,  Edmund,  called 
Crook-back,  Earl  of  Lan:after,  and  beginner 
of  that  Houfe,  whofe  Inheritance,  afterward 
in  the  fourth  Defcent,  fell  upon  a  Daughter, 
Named  Blaunch,  who  was  Married  to  the 
fourth  Son  of  King  Edward  the  third,  named 
'John  of  Gaunt,  for  that  he  was  born  in  the 
City  of  Gaunt  in  Flanders :  So  that  by  this 
his  firft  Wife  he  became  Duke  of  Lancafter^ 
and  Heir  of  that  Houfe. 

And  for  that  his  Son  Henry  of  Bullingbrooi 
(afterwards  called  King  Henry  the  fourth) 
pretended  amongft  other  things,  that  Ed- 
mund Crookback,  great  Grandfather  to  Blaunch 
his  Mother,  was  the  eldeft  Soi*  of  King  Hen- 
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ry  the  third,  and  unjuftly  put  by  the  Inheri- 
tance of  the  Crown,  for  that  he  was  Crook- 
back'd  and  Deformed.  He  took  by  force  the 
Kingdom  from  Richard  the  fecond,  Nephew 
to  King  Edward  the  third,  by  his  eldeft  Son, 
and  placed  the  fame  in  the  Houfe  of  Lanca- 
fter,  where  it  remained  for  three  whole  De- 
ferents, until  afterwards  Edward,  Duke  of  York 
Defcended  of  John  of  Gamfs  younger  Bro- 
ther, making  Claim  to  the  Crown  by  the  Ti- 
tle of  hi&Grandfather,that  was  Heir  to  Lionet, 
Duke  of  Clarence,  John  of  G aunt's  elder  Bro- 
ther, took  the  fame  by  force  from  Henry  the 
6th,  oftheHoufeof  Lancafter,  and  brought 
if  back  again  to  theRoufeof  York,  where  it 
continued  with  Trouble  in  two  Kings  only, 
until  both  Houfes  were  joyned  together  in 
King  Henry  the  feventh  and  his  Noble 
Iflue. 

Hereby  we  fee,  how  the  Iflue  of  John  of 
•  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lane  after,  fourth  Son  to 
King  Edward  the  third,  pretended  Right  to 
the  Crown,  by  Edmund CroMack,  before  the 
liTue  of  all  the  other  three  Sons  of  Edward  the 
third,  albeit,  they  were  the  elder  Brothers* 
whereof  we  will  fpeak  more  hereafter. 

Now,  John  of  Gaunt,  though  he  had  many 
Children,  yet  had  he  four,  only,  by  whom 
Iflue remaineth,t wo  Sons  and  two  Daughters. 
The  firffc  Son  was  Henry  of  Bn!Ungbro0k,Dx\kz 
of  Lancafter,  who  took  the  Crown  from  King 
Richard  the  kcond,  his- Uncle's  Son  (as  hath 
been  faid)  and  firft  of  all  planted  the  lame  in 
the  Houfe  cf  Lancafter,    where  it  remained 

in 
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in  two  Defcents  after  him  ;  that  is  in  his 
Son,  Henry  the  fifth,  and  in  his  Nephew, 
Henry  the  fixth,  who  was  afterwards  deftroy- 
ed  with  Henry,  Prince  of  Wales,  his  only  Son 
and  Heir,  and  confequeiitly  all  that  Line  of 
Henry  of  Bullingbrool  extinguifhed  by  Ed~ 
ward  the  fourth,  of  theHoufeof  Tork.  The 
other  Son  of  John  of  Gaum,  was  John,  .Earl 
of  Some? Jet,  by  Katherine  Swinford,  his  third 
Wife,  which  Jobnhad  I  flue,  another  Duke  of 
Somerfet,  and  he  had  Iffue,  Margaret  his 
Daughter,  and  Heir,  who  being  Married 
with  Edmund  Under,  Earl  of  Richmond,  had 
Iffue,  Henry,  Earl  of  Richmond,  who  after 
was  named  King  Henry  thefeventh,  whofe 
Lineyetindureth.  The  two  Daughters  of 
John  of  Gaunt  were  Married  to  Portugal*  and 
Caftile,  that  is,  Philip,  bom  of  Blaunch,  HPBir 
to  Edmund  Crookback  (as  hath  been  faid)  was 
Married  to  King  John  of  Portugal,  and  the  o- 
ther  Princes,  which  have,  or  make  Title  to 
the  fame,  and  Katherine,  born  of  Conftance, 
Heir  of  Caftile,  was  Married  back  again  to 
Henry,  King  of  Caftile  m  Spain,  of  whom 
King  Phtlip  alfo  is  defcended. 

So  that  by  this  we  fee,  where  the  remainder 
oftheHoufe  of  Lane after -refleth ,  if  :ne 

of  King  henry  the  feventh  were  extinguifhed, 
and  what  Pretext  Foreign  P.inces  may  hsve 
to  fubdue  us,  if  my  Lord  of  Huntingdon?  ei- 
ther now,  or  after  her  M  Days,  will 
open  to  them  the  Door,  by  Hunting  c  the 
reft  of  King  Henry's  Line,  and  by  drawing 
back  the  Title  of  the  only  Houfe  of  York  again, 

which 
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which  he  pretendeth  to  do,  upon  this  that  j 
will  now  declare. 
fbeljfueof  King  Edward  the  Third,  albeit,  he  had 
Edward  many  Children,  yet  five  only  will  we 
^y^^fpeakofat  this  time,  whereof  three  were  el- 
the  Bfock  der  than  John  of  Gaunt,  and  one  younger. 
*    Frince.         The  firft  of  the  elder  was  named  Edward 

the  Black  Prince,  who  died  before  his  Father, 
leaving  one  only  Son,  named  Richard  the  fe- 
cond,  was  depofed  without  Iflue,  and  put  to 
death  by  his  Coufin  Germain,  Henry  Bulling- 
brook,  Duke  of  Lancafter,  Son  to  John  of 
N  Gaunt  (as  hath  been  faid)  and  there  ended  the 

Line  of  King  Edward's  firft  Son,    King  Ed- 
ward's fecond  Son  was  William  of  Hatfield^ 
i  William  wko  died  without  Iflue. 
ef  Hat-         His  third  Son  was  Lionel,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
^gl(?#        wjhpfe  only  Daughter  and  Heir,  called  Philip, 
mlTof  '  was  Carried  to  Edmund  Mortimer,    Earl  of 
Clarence-  March,  and  after  that,     Ann  the  Daughter 
4  John  of  and  Heir  of  Mortimer  was  Married  to  Richard 
Gaunt,     PUntagonet,  Duke  of  York,   Son  and  Heir  of 
Scatter  Edmmd  of  Langley,  the  firft  Du^e  of  York, 
<  Edmund  whicH  Edmund  was  the  firft  Son  of  King  Ed- 
,     4 Lang-    ward  the  third,  and  younger  Brother  to  John 
lev,  Duke  of  Gaunt,     And  this  Edmund  of  Langley  may 
$  York,  be  called  the  firft  beginner  of  the  Houfe  of 
York,  even  as  Edmund  Crookback  the  beginner 
of  the  Houfe  of  Lancafter*     This    Edmund 
Langley  then  having  a  Son,   named  Richard, 
that  Married  Ann  Mortimer,    fble  Heir  to 
Lionel,  Duke  of  Clarence,  joyned  two  Lines, 
and  two  Titles  in  one,    I  mean   the  Line  of 
Lionel,  and  the  Line  of  Edmund  Langley,  who 

w?re(as  hath  been  faid)  the  third  and  fifth 

Sons 
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Sons  of  King  Edward  the  third.  And  for  this 
caufe  the  Child  that  v/as  born  of  this  Marri- 
age, named  after  his  father  Richard  Plantage- 
net,  Duke  of  York,  feeing  himfelf  ftrong, 
and  the  firft  Line  of  King  Edward  the  third's 
eldeft  Son,  to  be  extinguilhed  in  the  death  of 
King  Richard  thefecond,  and  feeing  like  wife 
William  of  Hatfield \  the  fecond  Son,died  with- 
out Iffue,  made  demand  of  the  Crown  for 
the  Houfe  of  Tori;  by  the  Title  of  Li« 
wel,  the  third  Son  of  King  Edward  the 
third. 

And  albeit,  he  could  not  obtain  the  fame 
in  his  days,  for  that  he  was  flain  in  a  Battle 
againft  King  Henry  the  6th  at  Wakefield,  yet 
his '  Son  Edward  got  the  lame,  and  was 
called  by  the  name  of  King  Edward  the 
fourth. 

This  King  at  his  death  left  divers  Chil- The  iffue  of 
dren,  as,  namely,  Edward  the  fifth,  and  his  Edward 
Brother,  who  after  were  both  Murthered  \xxtbeiom^ 
the  Tower,  as  fhall  be  (hewed,   and  alfo  five 
Daughters,  to  wit,  Elizabeth,   Cicely,   Anne, 
Katherine    and  Bridget  -,    whereof  the  firft 
was  Married    to  King  Henry  the  feventh, 
thelaft  became  a  Nun,   and  the  other  three 
were   bellowed    upon    divers    other    Hus- 
bands. 

He  had  alfo  two  Brothers,  the  firft  was  cal- 
led, George,  Duke  of  Clarence,  who  after- 
wards upon  his  deferts  (as  is  to  be  fuppofed) 
was  put  to  death  by  Commandment  of  the. 


ng. 
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I  And  this  Maa  left  behind  him  a  Son, called 

I  Edward,  Earl  of  Warwick,  put  to  death  after- 

II  wards  without  lffue  by  King  Henry  the  fe- 
H  venth,   and  a  Daughter,    named  Margaret, 

-n.-/-ri,«M*Countefscf  Salisbury,  who  was  Married  to  a 
0/Hun-     mean  Gentleman,  named  Richard  Poole,   by 
tingdon's  whom  fhe  had  IIFtie,  Cardinal  P00/*,   whodi- 
7«/cw  ifeed  without  Marriage,  and  Henry  Poole,    who 
Ow».      was  Attainted  and  Executed  in  King  /&»rjF 
the  eighth's  time,    as  alio  her  felf  was.     And 
this  Henry  Poole  left  a  Daughter/ Married  af- 
terward tb  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  by  whom 
this  Earl  that  now  is,    maketh  Title  to  the 
Crown.    And  this  is  the  effect  of  my  Lord  of 

Huntingdon  %  Title  ? 

The  fecond  Brother  of  King  Edward  the 

fourth,  was  Richard,  Duke  of  Gloncefier,  who 

after  the  King's  death,    csufed  his  two  Sons 

-^  to  be  Murthered  in  the  Tower,  and  took  the 

Kingdom  to  himfelf,  and  afterward  he  being 
flaia  by  King  Henry  X^t  feventh  at  Bofworth- 
field,  left  no  Iflfue  behind  him. 

Wherefore  King  Henry  the  feventh  de- 
fending (as  hath  been  fhe  wed)  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lancafier  by  John  of  G ohm's  laft  Son,  and 
:  third  Wife,  and  taking  to  Wife  Lady  Eliza* 

beth,  eldefl:  Liaughter  of  King  Edward  the 
fourth  of  the  Houfe  of  Tork,  joyned  moft  hap- 
pily the  two  Families  together,  and  made  an 
end  of  all  Controtferfies  about  the  Title, 

Now  King  Henry  the  feventh  had  lilue  three 

.Children,    of    whom    remained    Pofterity: 

Firll,  Henry  the  eighth,  of  whom  defcended 

our  Sovereign  her  Majefty,  that  now  happily 

Reigaeth 
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Reign eth,  and  is  the  laffc  that  remaineth  a- 
live  of  that  firft  Line. 

Secondly,  He  had  two  Daughters,  whereof  The  Line 
the  firft,     named  Margaret?    was    Married  °f$cot- 
twice,    firft  to   James  the  fourth,   King   of  ^^  ^ 
Scotland^    from  whom  are  dire&ly  defcended  p^f^3 
the  Queen  of  Scotland?   that  now  liveth  and  to  Henry 
fter   Son.     And  King  James    being     dead^te/o 
Margaret  was  Married  again    to  Archibald  v™it>* 
Touglas,  Earl  of  Angnzfe?by  whom  fhe  had  a 
Daughter,    named  Margaret?      which  was 
Married  to  Matthew  Steward?  Earl  of  Lennox? 
whofe  Son,    Charles  Stewart  was  Married  to 
Elizabeth  Candtfi,    Daughter  to  the  prefers 
Countefs  of  Shrewsbury,  and  by  her  hath  left 
his  only  Heir,    a  little  Daughter,  named  A- 
rabella?  of  whom  you  have  had  fome  Speech 
before.      And  this   is  touching   the    Line 
of  Scotland?    defcended  from  the  firft   and 
eldeft  Daughter  of  King  Henry  the  feventh. 
The  fecond    Daughter  of   King  Henry  the  rks  Ify 
7th,  called  Mary?  was  tvvice  married  z^°^/^\y. 
firft  to  the  King  of  France?  by  whom  lhe  had  L  Maty? 
no  IfTue,    and  after    his  Death    to  Charles  fecond 
Brandon  Duke  of  Suffolk?  by  whom  (he  had  Daughter 
two  Daughters  that  is  Frances?  of  whom  my  t0  ^dnrJ 
Lord  of  Hertford's  Children  do  make  their  tj^l] 
claim  *,  and  Eleanor?  by  whom  the  Iffue  of 
the  Earl  of  Darby  pretendeth  Right,  as  fhall 
beftewed. 

For  that  Frances?  the  firft  Daughter  of 
Charles  Brandon^  by  the  Queen  of  France?  was 
married  to  the  Marquefs  of  Dor  fit?  who  after 
Charles  Brandons  death,  was  .made  Duke  of 

Suffolk^ 


444 


Secret  Me  u  o  x  r  s. 


Suffolk,  in  right  of  his  Wife,  and  was  be- 
headed in  Queen  Mary's  time  for  his  Con- 
fpiracy  with  my  Lord  of  Leicefier's  Fa- 
ther. 

the  Iflue  of  Anc*  ^e  ^ac^  ^y  ^  ^an  t^lree  Daughters, 
Frances,  that  is,  Jane  that  was  married  to  my  Lord  of 
tUefl  Leicefier's  Brother,  and  proclaimed  Queen 
Daughter  after  j^ing  Edward's  Death }  for  which  both 
to  Charles  ^  an(j  j^  Husban(i  wcre  executed. 

Katharine  the  Second  Daughter,  had  two 
Sons  yet  living,  by  the  Earl  of  Hertford;  and 
Mary  the  third  Daughter,   which  left  no 


Brandon, 
Duke  of 
Suffolk. 


Children- 


TbeJjfueof  The  other  Daughter  of  Charles  Brandon, 
Eleanor,  by  the  Queen  of  France,  called  Eleanor,  was 
^nmhw  married  to  Geor£e  Cliffcrd^xX  of Cumberland, 
o/oiarks  w^°  ^ta  Daughter  by  her,  named  Margaret, 
Brandon,  married  to  the  Earl  of  Darby,  which  yet  liveth 
and  hath  IfTue. 

And  this  is  the  Title  of  all  the  Houfe  of 
Suffolk*  defcended  from  the  Second  Daughter 
of  Henry  the  7th,  married  (as  hath  been 
fhe wed)  to  Charles  Brandon,  Duke  of  Suf- 
folk. 

And  by  this  you  fee  alfo  how  many  there 
be,  who  do  think  their  Titles  to  be  far  before 
that  of  my  Lord  of  Huntingdon's,  if  either 
Right,  Reafon,  or  Confideration  of  home 
Affairs  may  take  place  in  our  Realm:  Or, 
if  not,  yet  you  cannot  but  imagine  how  ma- 
ny great  Princes  and  Potentates  abroad  are 
like  to  joyn  and  buckle  with  Huntingdon's 
Line  for  the  Preheminence,  if  once  theMat- 
ter  fall  again  to  Contention,    by  excluding 

the 
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the  Line  of  King  Henry  the  feventh,  which 
God  forbid. 

Truly,  Sir  (quoth  I)  I  well  perceive,  that 
my  Lord's  turn  is  not  fonigh  as  I  had  thought, 
whether  he  exclude  the  Line  of  King  Henry 
or  not. 

For  if  he  exclude  that,  then  muft  he  enter 
the  Combat  ■  with  Foreign  Titles  of  the 
Houfe  of  Ldncafter  }  and  if  he  exclude  it  not^ 
than  in  all  appearaince  of  Reafon,  and  in 
Law  too,  the  Succeffion  of  the  two  Daugh- 
ters of  King  Henry  theleventh,  which  you 
diftinguifhed  by  the  two  Names  of  Scotland 
and  Suffolk,  muft  needs  be  as  clearly,  before 
him  and  his  Line*  that  defcended  only  from 
Edward  the  fourth's  Brother,  as  the  Queen's 
Title  that  now  Reigneth,  is  before  theirs. 

For,  that  both  Scotland  and  Suffolk^  and  her 
Majefty  do  hold  all  by  one  Foundation,  which 
is  the  Union  of  both  Houfes  and  Titles  to- 
gether in  King  Henry  the  feventh,  her  Ma- 
jefties  Grandfather. 

This  is  true  (quoth  the  Gentleman)  and 
evident  enough  in  every  Man's  Eye,  and 
therefore,  ho  doubt,  but  as  much  is  meant 
againft  her  Majefty,  if  occafion  ferve,  as  a* 
gainft  the  reft,  that  hold  by  the  fame  Ti- 
tle. 

Albeit*  her  Majefties  State  (the  Lord  be 
praifed)  be  fuch  at  this  time,  as  it  is  not 
fafety  to  pretend  fo  much  againft  her,  as  a- 
gainft  the  reft,  w  hatfoever  is  meant :  And 
that  in  truth  ^  more  fhould  be  meant 
againft  her  Highnefs,  than  againft  the  reft, 

L  there 
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there  is  fome  Reafon  •,  for  that  her  Majefty, 
by  her  prefenc  Poifeflion,  letteth  mare  their 
Defignments,  than  all  the  reft  together  with 
their  future  Pretences. 

But  (as  Ihavefaid)  it  is  not  Safety  for 
them,  nor  yet  good  Policy,  to  declare  open* 
ly  what  they  mean  againft  her  Majefty. 

It  is  the  bell  way  for  the  prefent  to  hew 
down  the  reft,  and  to  leave  her  Majefty 
for  the  laft  Blow  and  llpfhot  to  the  Game. 

For  which  Caufe,  they  will  feem  to  make 
great  difference  at  thfsday  between  her  Ma- 
jefties Title,  and  the  reft  that  defcended 
likewife  from  Henry  the  Seventh,  avowing 
the  one,  and  difallowing  the  other. 

Albeit,  my  Lord  of  Leicefters  Father  pre- 
ferred that  of  Suffolk,  when  time  was  before 
this  of  her  Majefties,  and  compelled  the 
whole  Realm  to  Swear  thereunto }  fuch  is 
the  variable  Policy  ot  Men  that  ferve  the 
Time,  or  rather  that  ferve  themfelves,  of  all 
Times  for  their  Purpofes. 

I  remember  (quoth  I)  that  time  of  the 
Duke,  and  was  prefent  my  felf  at  fomeof 
thofe  his  Proclamations  for  that  purpofes 
Wherein  my  Lord,  his  Son,  that  now  liveth, 
being  then  a  doer,  as  I  can  tell  he  was,  I 
marvel  how  he  can  deal  fo  contrary  now, 
preferring,  not  only  her  Majefties  before 
that  of  Suffolk  (whereof  I  wonder  the  lefs, 
becaufe  it  is  more  gainful  to  him)  but  alfo 
anotheramuch  further  offi 


But 
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But  you  have  fignified  the  Caufe,  in  that 
the  Times  are  changed,  and  other  Bargains 
are  in  hand  of  more  importance  for  him. 

Wherefore,  leaving  it  to  be  confidered  of 
others  whom  it  concerneth  ,  1  befeech  you, 
Sir,  for  that  I  know  your  Worfliip  hath  been 
much  converfant  among  their  Friends  and 
Favourers,  to  tell  me,  what  are  the  Bars  and 
Letts  which  they  do  alledge,  why  the  Hou* 
fes  of  Scotland  and  Suffolk*  defcending  of 
King  Henry  the  Seventh's  Daughters,  fhould 
not  fucceed  in  the  Grown  of  England  after 
her  Majefty,  who  endeth  the  Line*  of  the 
fame  King  by  his  Son,  for  in  my  light  the 
Matter  appeareth  very  plains 

They  want  no  Pretences  of  Bars  and  Letts 
again  ft  them  all  (quoth  the  Gentleman)  which 
I  will  lay  down  in  order,  as  I  have  heard  them 
alledge.  Firft,in  the  Line  of  Scotland  there  is 
three  Perfons,  as  you  know  that  may  pretend 
to  Right,  that  is,  the  Queen  and  her  Son,,  by 
the  firft  Marriage  of  Margaret^  and  Arabella 
by  the  fecond.  Againft  the  firfl:  Marriage 
I  hear  nothing  affirmed,  but  againft  the  two 
Perfons  proceeding  thereof,  I  heard  them 
alledge  three  ftops  7  one,  for  that  they  are 
Strangers  born  out  of  the  Land,  and  confe- 
quently  uncapable  of  Inheritance,  within 
the  fame,  another,  for  that  by  fepecial  Te- 
ftament  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  autho- 
rized by  two  feveral  Parliaments,  they  are 
excluded  :  The  third,  for  that  they  are 
Enemies  to  the  Religion  now  received  a- 
♦mongft  us,  and  therefore  to  be  debar-  > 
r^d< 
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Againft  the  fecond  Marriage  of  Margaret 
with  Archibald  Douglas,  whereof  Arabella  is 
defcended,  they  alledge,  that  the  faid  Ar- 
chibald had  a  former  Wife  at  the  time  of 
that  Marriage,  which  lived  long  after, 
,  and  fo  neither  th*t  Marriage  Lawful,  nor 
the  Iflue  Legitimate.  .  The  fame  Bar  they 
have  againft  all  the  Houfe  and  Line  of 
Suffolk. 

For,  firft,  they  fay,  that  Charles  Brandon, 
Duke  of  Suffolk,  had  a  known  Wife  alive, 
when  he  Married  Mary,  Queen  of  France, 
and  confequently,  that  neither  the  Lady 
Frances,  nor  Eleanor  born  of  that  Marri- 
age, can  be  lawfully  born  ;  and  this  is  all  I 
*  can  hear  them  fay  againft  the  Succeffion 
of  theGountefs  of  Darby,  defcendedof£/^- 
nor. 

But  againft  my  Lord  of  Hartford's  Chil- 
dren that  come  from  Frances,  the  eldeft 
Daughter,  I  hear  them  alledge  two  or  three 
Baftardifes  more,  belides  this  of  the  firft 
Marriage. 

For,  firft,  they  affirm,  that  Henry,  Mar- 
quifs  Dorfet,  when  he  Married  the  Lady 
Frances^  had  to  Wife  the  old  Earl  of  Arun- 
del Sifter,  who  lived  both  then,  and 
many  Yeart  after,  and  had  a  Provifion 
out  %of  his  Living  to  her  dying  Day, 
whereby  that  Marriage  could  no  way  be 
good. 

Secondly  ,  That  the  Lady  Catherine, 
Daughter  to  the  faid  Lady  Frances  by  the 
Marquifs,  by  whom  the  Earl  of  Hartford  had* 

his 
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his  Children,  was  Lawfully  Married  to  the 
Earl  of  Pembrook  that  now  liveth,  and  con- 
fequently  could  have  no  Lawful  Iflue  by  ano- 
ther during  his  Life, 

Thirdly,  that  the  faid  Kattierine  was  never 
Lawfully  Married  to  the  Earl  of  Hartford^ 
but  bare  him  thofe  Children  as  his  Concu- 
bine, which,  as  they  fay,  is  defined  and  re* 
giftred  in  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury^ 
Court,  upon  due  Examination,  taken  by  or- 
der of  her  Majefty  that  now  Reigneth. 
And  this  in  effe&  is  fo  much  asl  have  heard 
them  alledge  about  thefe  Affairs. 

It  is  much  (quoth  I)  that  you  have  faid, 
if  it  may  be  all  proved,  marry,  yet  by  the 
way,  I  cannot  but  fmile  to  hear  my  Lord 
of  .Leicefier  allow  of  fo  many  Baftards  now 
upon  the  Iffiie  of  the  Lady  Frances,  whom'm 
times  paft,  when  Jane  her  eldeft  Daughter 
was  Married  to  his  Brother,  he  advanced 
In  Legitimation  before  both  the  Daughters  of 
King  Henry  the  eighth. 

But  to  the  Purpofe,  I  would  gladly  know, 
what  Grounds  of  Verity  thofe  Allegations 
have,  and  how  far  in  truth  t£iey  may  (lop 
from  Inheritance,  for  indeed  I  never  hearcl 
them  fb  diftindtly  ailed  ged  before, 

Whereunto  (anfwered  the  Gentleman) 
that  our  Friend,  the  Lawyer  could  belt  re- 
fblve  that,  if  it  pleafed  him  to  fpeak  with- 
out his  Fee  •,  though  in  fome  parts  alledged, 
every  other  Man  (quoth  he)  that  knowetji 
the  State  and  Government  of  England^  may 
eafily  give  his  judgment  alfo, 
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As  in  the  Cafe  of  Baftardy,  if  the  Matter 
may  be  proved,  there  is  no  difficulty,  but 
that  no  Right  ta  Inheritance  can  juftly  be 
pretended  :  j\s  alfo  perhaps  in  the  cafe  of 
Foreign  Birth }  though  in  this  I  am  not  fa 
cunning,  yet  I  fee  by  experience,  that  Fo<- 
reigners  born  in  other  Lands,  can  hardly 
come  and  claim  Inheritance  here  in  England. 

Albeit,  to  the  contrary  I  have  heard  great 
and  long  Difputes,  but  fuch  as  indeed  paf- 
fedmy  Capacity,  and  if  it  might  pleafeour 
Friend  fcere  prefent,  to  expound  the  thing 
unto  us  more  clearly,  I  for  my  part  would 
gladly  beftow  the  hearing,  and  that  with  At- 
tention. 

To  this  (anfwered  the  Lawyer)  I  will 
gladly,  Sir,  tell  you  my  mind  in  any  thing 
it  fhall  pleafe  you  to  demand,  and  much  more 
in  this  Matter,  wherein  by  occafion  of  often 
Conference,  I  am  fomewhat  perfect 

The  Impediments  which  thefe  Men  al- 
ledge  againft  the  Succeflion  of  King  Henry 
the  Eighth's  Sifters,  are  of  two  kinds,  as 
you  fee. 

The  one  known  and  allowed  in  our  Law, 
as  you  have  well  faid,  if  it  may  be  proved, 
and  that  is  Baftardy,  whereby  they  feek  to 
difable  all  the  whole  Line  and  Race  of  'Suf- 
folk and  alfo  Arabella  of  the  fecond  and 
latter  Houfe  of  Scotland^  whereof  it  is  ta 
fmall  purpofe  to  fpeak  any  thing  here  •,  fee- 
ing the  whole  Controverfie  ftandeth  upon  a 
Matter  of  Fa£t  only,  to  be  proved  or  dis- 
proved by   Records  or    WitneJTes,    Only, 
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this  I  will  fay,  thatfomeof  thefe  Baftardies, 
before  named,  are  rife  in  many  Mens  Mouths, 
and  avowed  by  divers  that  yet  live,  but  yet 
let  other  Men  look  to  this,  who  have  moft  . 
intereft  therein,  and  may  be  moft  damnified 
by  them,  if  they  fall  not  true. 

The   other   Impediments   which  are  al-  3  impcdfr 
ledged  only  againft  the   Queen    of  Scots,™™*' 
and  her  Son,  are  in  number  three,  as  you  re-  Scotland, 
cite  them,*  that  is  Foreign  Birth. 

King  Henry* s  Teftament  and  Religion  ; 
whereof  I  am  content  to  fay  fomewhat,  fee- 
ing you  de fire  it. 

Albeit,  there  be  fo  much  already  Pub- 
liflied  in  Books  of  divers  Languages  beyond 
the  Seas  (as  I  am  informed)  concerning  this 
Matter,  as  more  cannot  be  faid  :    But  yet,  \ 

as  much  as  I  have  heard  pafs  among  Law- 
yers, my  betters  in  Conference  of  thefe  Af- 
fairs, I  will  not  lett  to  recite  unto  you, 
with  this  Provifo  and  Proteftation  always, 
that  what  I  fpeak,  I  fpeak  by  way  of  other 
Mens  Opinions,  not  meaning  my  felf  to  in- 
cur the  Statute  of  Affirming  and  Avowing 
any  Perfons  Title  to  the  Crown  whatsoe- 
ver. 

Firft,  Then  touching  Foreign  Birth. 

There  be  fome  Men  in  the  World,  that  n  -  „ 
will  fay,  that  it  is  a  common  and  general  Imepf/l 
Rule  in  our  Law,  that  no  Stranger  at  aflmemof 
may  inherit  anything  by  any  means  with-^f"^ 
in  the  Land,    which  incruth  I  take  to  be  QMh 
fpoken   without    ground   in   that   general 
Senfe;    ^orl  could  never  yet  come  to  the 
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.light  of  any  fuch  common  or  univerfal  Rule, 

KJlL r°?'  ]hat  divers  Examples  may  be  al- 
leged in  fundry  Cafes  to  the  contrary ;  and 

r/JSf  w^  Is  exprefly fet  down  in  the 

f£2?  and/!nth  year  of  King  £<W  the 

Year  of  kL^  *?mth  and  f°»rteenth 
Jtt  ^!m    g^wy  the  fourth>  k  appear- 

Land     nyr    /3t/  Stranger  may  P^hafe 

we  S  fift*  as  alf0  inherit  by his 

\Sl     r    Marry  an  Inheritrix: 

fl^Tf**  l!lis  Common  Rule  ls  t0  be  re- 
£S3?  fr°m  ,that  Generality  unto  proper 

*r  nt  S  n"  V"  WMch  Senfe>  Id0  «&J 
En, ?  J ?-r  Co,minon-Law  hath  been  of 
ancient,  and  is  at  this  day,  that  no  Perfon 

17Z  P°r?  T  °uf  the  AlIeSia^  of  the  King  of 

agawji  A.Endattd.  whofeFarhpr %nA  iu^u  8 

fcw.       ofrhP  ftmri  11    •  fld  Mother  were  not 

fliall  b? S v  g,I3nCe  at  the  time  of  hi* Bir tb» 
wilnM  rt0  have  or  demand  any  heritage 

^Pe?fon    ame  A1Ie§ianC^  °rbe«eir  »* 

And  this  Rule  of  our  Common  Law  is  aa- 

maedr:dinUtth°e  TC  fdf  fame  Word"  of  a  S^e 
2t     i he  Twenty  fifth  year  of  King  Ed- 

of  efFeft     $ Whlcf! indeed  is  the  °nJy  We 

in ,  ft'rhfrir  h5  Inher"aDce  of  Grangers, 
m  Juch  fenfe,  and  cafes  as  we  treat  of. 

Conmdryaldbo '' fih  th-6  C°mm0n  Law  *** 

Friendsy0f  the  S !?  g,CneraJ'  l«  wiHthe 
««  tne  Sqpyjft  claim  a  farm,   that 
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thereby  that  Title  is  nothing  lett  or  hindred  to*fo** 
at  all  towards  the  Crown.  *>&  *!% 

ScoHlP 
Titles 

And  that  for  divers  manifeft  and  weighty  mt  Jettei 
Reafons  whereof  the  principal  are  thefe  that  by  the 

enfue.  Maxim  in 

Firft,  it  is  a  common  and  general  Rule  of  la™amAVm 
our  Englifl)  Laws,  that  no  Rule,   Axiom  orf^f      l# 
Maxim  of  Law,  be  it  never  fo  general,  can  The'firjl 
touch   or  bind  the  Crown,  except  expref$^*/<w. 
mention  be  made  thereof. 

For  that  the  King  and  Crown  have  great 
Priviledge  or  Prerogative^  above  the  State 
and  Affairs  of  Subjefts,  and  great  Differen- 
ces allowed  in  points  of  Law. 

As  for  Example,  it  is  a  general  and  com- 
mon Rule  of  Law,  that  the  Wife,  after  the 
deceafe  of  her  Husband,  (hall  enjoy  the  thirds 
of  his  Lands  ;  but  yet,  the  Queen  fnall  not 
enjoy  the  third  part  of  the  Crown,  after 
the  deceafe  of  the  King,  as  wel^appeareth 
by  experience  and  is  to  be  feen  by  Law: 
Anno  5  and  22  of  Edward  the  third,  and 
Anno  9  and   28  of  Henry  the  fixth. 

Alfo,  it  is  a  common  Rule,  that  the  Huf- 
band  [hall  hold  his  Wives  Lands  after  her 
Death,  as  Tenant  by  Courtefy,  during  his 
Life ',  but  yet  it  holdeth  not  in  a  King- 
dom. 

In  like  manner,  it  is  a  common  and  gene- 
ral Rule,  that  if  a  Maft  die  feized  of  Land  in 
Fee  fimple,  having  Daughters,  and  no  Son, 
his  Lands  fhall  be  divided  by  equal  Porti- 
ons amongft  his  Daughters,  which  holdeth 

not 
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not  in  the  Crown,  but  rather  the  eldeft 
Daughter  inheriteth  the  whole,  as  if  fhe 
were  the  Iflue  Male. 

So  is  it  a  common  Rule  in  our  Law, 
that  the  Executors  fhall  have  all  the  Goods 
and  Chattels  of  the  Teftator :  but  yet  not  fo 
in  the  Crown. 

And  fo  in  many  other  Caufes  and  Cafes, 
which  might  be  recited,  i*  is  evident,  that 
the  Crown  hath  Priviledge  above  others, 
and  can  be  fubjeft  to  no  Rule,  be  it  never 
fo  general,  except  exprefs  mention  thereof 
be  made  in  the  fame  Law,  as  it  is  not  in 
the  former  Place  and  Statute  alledged,  but 
rather  to  the  contrary  (as  after  fhall  be 
fcewed)  there  is  exprefs  exception  of  fuch 
as  defcend  of  Royal  Blood. 


ike  second     The  Second  Reafon  is,  for  that  the  De-: 
$j*af<m>     mand  or  xitle  of  a  Crown,  cannot  in  true 
fenfe  be  comprehended  under  the  Words  of 
the  former  Statute,  forbidding  Aliens  to  de- 
mand Heritage  within  the  Allegiance  of  En- 
gland, and  that  for  two  refpe&s :  The  one 
for  that  the  Crown  it  felf  cannot  be  called 
an  heritage  of  Allegiance,  or  within  Alle- 
giance :  For  that  it  is  faolden  of  no  Supe- 
rior upon    Earth,    but   immediately   from 
Ood  himfelf:  The  Second  for  that  this  Sta- 
tute treateth  only,  and  meaneth  of  Inheri- 
tance, by  defcent  or  heir  of  the  lame. 
,    For  I  have  fhewed  before,  that  Aliens  may 
hold  Lands  by  purchafe,  within  our  Domi- 
nion, and  then  fay  they,  the  Crown  is  a  i 
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thing  incorporate,and  defcendeth  not  accord- 
ing to  the  common  courfe  of  other  private 
Inheritances,  but  goeth  by  fucceffion,  as 
other  Incorporations  do. 

In  fign  whereof  it  is  evident,  that  albeit 
the  King  be  more  favoured  in  all  his  doings, 
then  any  common  perfon  fhall  be }  yet  can- 
not be  avoided  by  Law  his  Grants,  and  Let- 
ters Patents,  by  re^fon  of  his  Non-age,  as 
other  Infants  ,  and  common  Heirs  under  age 
may  do,  but  always  be  faid  to  be  full  age, 
in  refpe&  of  his  Crown :  Even  as  a  Prior, 
Parfon,  Vicar,  Dean,  and  other  perfon  in- 
corporate fhall  be-,  which  cannot  by  any  means 
in  Law  be  faid  to  be  within  age,  in  refpeftof 
theirlncorporations  j  which  thing  maketh  an 
evident  difference  in  our  cafe  from  the  mean- 
ing of  the  former  Statute  •,  for  that  k  Prior, 
Dean,  or  Parfon,  being  Aliens,  and  no  De- 
nifons,  might  always  in  time  of  Peace  de- 
mand Lands  in  England,  in  refpeft  of  their 
Incorporations,  notwithftanding  the  Statute 
or  Common-law  againft  Aliens,  as  appear* 
eth  by  many  Book  -Cafes  yet  extant,  as 
alfo  by  the  Statute  made  in  the  time  of  King 
Richard  the  Second,  which  was  after  the  a- 
forefaid  of  King  Edward  the  Third. 

The  Third  Reafon  is,  for  that  in  the^rrfeV4 
former  Statute  it  felf  of  King  Edward  the^*3 
Third,  there  are  exprefly  exempted  from 
this  general  Rule,  Infants  du  Roy^  that  is, 
the  King's  OfF-fpring  or  Iffue,  as  the  Word 
Infant  doth  fignifte  both  in  France,  Spain^ 
Vw$ugdA  and   other  Count rys,  as  the  La- 
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tin  Word  Liberty  which  anfwereth  the  fame, 
is  taken  commonly  in  the  Civil  Law  :  Nei- 
ther may  we  reftrain  the  French  Words  of 
that  Statute,  Infants  duRoy,  that  is  the  King's 
Children,  only  of  the  firft  degree,  as  fome 
do  •,  for  that  the  barrennefs  of  our  Language 
doth  yeild,  us  no  other  word  for  the  fame  -, 
but  rather  that  thereby  is  underftood,  as  well 
the  Nephews,  and  other  Dependents  of  the 
King  or  Royal  Blood,  as  his  immediate 
Children; 

For  it  were  both  unreafonable  and  ridi- 
culous, that  King  Edward  by  this  Statute, 
would  go  about  to  difinherit  his  own  Ne- 
phews, if  he  ftiould  have  any  born  out  of 
his  own  Allegiance,  as  eafily  he  might  at 
that  time,  his  Sons  being  much  abroad  from 
England,  and  the  black  Prince,  his  eldeft 
Son,  having  two  Children  born  beyond  the 
Seas:  And  fo  confequently  it  is  apparent, 
that  this  Rule  or  Maxim  againfl:  Aliens  fet 
down,  is  no  way  to  be  ftretched  againfl:  the 
defcendeats  of  the  King,  or  of  the  Blood 
Royal. 

ibe  fourth  The  ^ ourt^  Reafon  *s*  that  the  meaning 
mfon.  of  King  Edward  (the  Children  living  at  fuch 
time  as  this  Statute  was  made)  could  not 
be,  that  any  of  their  Lineage  or  Iffue  fhould 
be  excluded  in  Law  from  inheritance  of  their 
Right  to  the  Crown  by  their  Foreign  Birth 
whercfoever. 

For  then  they  would  not  fo  much  have 
difperfed  their  own  Blood  in  other  Coun- 
tries, 
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tries,  as  they  did  by  giving  their  Daugh- 
ters to  Strangers. 

As  Lyoneli  the  King's  Third  Son,  was  The  much* 
married  in  Millan,  and  John  of  Gaunt  th£"  */ En- 
Fourth  Son,  gave  his  Two  Daughters,  Thi-  ^F 
lip  and  Kathtrine,    to  Portugal  and  Cajlile,  rckmrs. 
and  his  Neice  Joan  to  the  King   of  Scots ; 
as  alfo  Thomas  of  Woodftock,    the  youngeft 
Brother  married    his  Two  Daughters,  the 
one    to    the  King  of  Spain,   the  other  to 
the   Duke  of   Britain  :   Which    no  doubt 
they  being  wife   Princes,   and   fo  near  of 
the  Blood-royal,  would  not  have  done  it, 
if  they  had  imagined,  that  thereby  their  If- 
fue  fhould  have  loft  any  Claim  or  Title  to 
the  Crown  of  England ;  and  therefore  it  is 
moll  evident,   that  no  fuch  Bar  was  then 
extent  or  imagined. 

The  .fifth  reafon  is,  that  divers  Perfons,  W*  jf/«* 
born  out  of  all  English  Dominions  and  AU  ^eaf°n* 
legiance,  both  before  the  Conqueft,  fithence 
have  been  admitted  to  the  Succeflion  of 
our  Crown,  as  Lawful  Inheritors,  without 
any  exception  againft  them,  tor  their  Fo- 
reign Birth. 

As  before  the  Conqueft,  is  evident  in  young  Flore7* 
Edgar,  born  in  Hungary^  and  thence  called  ^fi°Ot 
home  to  inherit  the  Crown,  by  his  great  j^ 
Uncle  King  Edward  the  ConfefTor,  with  full 
confent  of  the  whole  Realm  }  the  Bilhop  of 
Worcefter,  being  fent  as  Ambafiador  to  fetch 
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him  home  with  his  Father,  named  Edward 
the  Out-law* 

And  fince  the  Conqueft,  it  appeared! 
plainly  in  King  Stephen,  and  King  Henry 
the  Second ,  both  of  them  out  of  English 
Dominions,  their  Parents  alfo  at  their  Birth, 
being  not  of  the  Allegiance,  and  yet  were 
they  both  admitted  to  the  Cro^vn:  Young 
Prince  Arthur  in  like  manner,  Duke  of 
Britain  by  his  Mother  Confiance,  that  match'd 
with  Jejfery,  King  Henry  the  Second's  Son, 
was  declared  by  King  Richard  his  Uncle, 
at  his  departure  towards  Jemfalem,  and  by 
the  whole  Realm,  for  Lawful  Heir  apparent 
to  the  Crown  of  England,  though  he  was 
born  in  Britain  out  of  Engtijh  Allegiance,' 
and  fo  he  was  taken  and  adjudged  by  all 
the  World  at  that  day. 

Albeit,  after  King  Richard's  Death,  his 
other  Uncle  John  moft  tyrannoufly,  took 
both  his  Kingdom  and  his  Life  from  him  i 
For  which  notable  injuftice,  he  was  deteft- 
ed  of  Men,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  and 
moft  apparently  fcourged  by  God,  with  grie- 
vous and  manifold  Plagues,  both  upon  him- 
felf  and  the  Realm,  that  yeilded  to  his  Ufur* 
pation. 

So  that  by  that  it  appeafeth,  what  the 
praftice  of  our  Country  hath  been  from  time 
to  time  in  this  cafe,  of  Foreign  Birth,  which 
pra&ice  is  the  belt  Interpreter  of  our  Englifh  * 
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Law,  which  dependeth  efpecially  and  moft 
of  all  upon  Cuftom  •,  nor  can  the  Adverfa- 
ries  alledge  any  one  Example  to  the  con- 
trary. 

Their  Sixth  Reafon  is  of  the  Judgment  and  rhe  sixtb 
Sentence  of  King  Henry  the  7th,  and  of  his  j^afon. 
Counfel,  who  being  together  in  Coiifulta- 
tion  at  a  certain  time  about  the  Marriage  of 
Margaret  the eldeft  Daughter^  into  Scotland^ 
fome  of  his  Counfel  moved  this  doubt,  what 
fhould  enfue,  if  by.  chance  the  King's  Iffue 
Male  fhould  fail,  and  fo  the  Succeflion  de- 
volve to  the  Heirs  of  the  faid  Margaret^ 
(  as  now  it  doth )  whereunto  that  wife 
and  -molt  prudent  Prince  made  anfwer,  that 
if  any  fuch  event  fhou'd  be,  it  could  not  be 
prejudicial  to  England,  being  the  bigger  part, 
but  rather  beneficial,  for  that  fhould  draw 
Scotland  to  England,  that  is,  the  lefTer  to 
the  more,  even  as  in  times  paft,  it  happen- 
ed in  Normandy,  Aquitane,  and  fome  other 
Provinces  :  Which  Anfwer  appeafed  all 
doubts,  and  gave  lingular  contentation  to 
thofe  of  his  Counfel,  as  Poly  dor  writeth, 
who  lived  at  that  time,  and  wrote  the  fpe- 
cial  matters  of  that  Reign,  by  the  King's 
own  inftrudtion. 

So  that  thereby  we  fee  no  queftion  made 
of  King  Henry  and  his  Gounfellors,  touching 
Foreign  Birth,  to  lett  the  Succeflion  of  the 
Lady  Margaret's  Iflue  ^  which  no  doubt 
would  never  have  been  omitted  in   that 
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Learned  AfTembly,  if  any  Law  at  that  time 
had  been  efteemed  or  imagined  to  bar  the 
feme. 

Thefe  are  Six  of  their  principalleft  Rea- 
fons,  to  prove  that  neither  by  the  Words  nor 
Meaning  of  our  Common  Laws,  nor  yet  by 
Cuftom  or  Pra&ice  of  our  Realm,  an  Alien 
may  be  debarred  from  claim  of  his  Inte- 
refl;  to  the  Grown,  when  it  falleth  to 
him  by  rightful  defcent  in  Blood  and  Suc- 
ceffioH. 


lie  Queen  But  in  the  particular  cafe  of  the  Queen  of 
of  Scots  Scott's  and  her  Son,  they  do  add  another  rea- 
fon  or  two,  thereby  to  prove  them  in  very 
deed  no  Aliens  j  not  only  in  refped  of  their 
often  and  continual  mixture  with  Englijh 
Blood  from  the  beginning  (and  efpecially 
of  late  the  Queen's  Grandmother  and  Huf- 
band  being  Enghjh,  and  fo  her  Son  begotten 
of  an  Englijh  Father)  but  alfo  for  two  other 
Caufes  and  Reafons,  which  feem  in  truth 
of  very  good  importance  too. 


and  her 
Son  no 
Alien. 


iteafen 


The  firil  is,  for  that  Scotland  by  all  En- 
glijhmtn  (howfoever  the  Scots  denie  the 
fame)  is  taken  and  holden  as  Subjed  to  En* 
gland,  by  way  of  homage,  which  ma- 
ny of  their  Kings  at  divers  times  have  ac- 
knowledged, and  confequently  the  Queen  and 
her  Son,  being  born  in  England,  are  not 
born  out  of  the  Allegiance  of  England,  and 
fo  no  Foreigners* 
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The  fecond  caufe  or  reaf  >n,  for  that  thc^/^  ^ 
fbre-nam  d  Statute  Gf  Foreigners  in  the 
25th  year  of  King  Edward  III.  isintitul'd 
of  thofe  that  are  beyond  the  Seas,  where* 
by  cannot  be  imderflood  Scotland-)  for  it 
is  a  piece  of  the  Continent  Land  within 
the  Seas,  and  whereby  alfo  cannot  be  im- 
derflood our  old  Records  in  England?  that 
talk  of  fervice  to  be  done  within  thefe 
two  Countries,  and  that  ufe  thefe  Latin 
words,  Infra  quatuor  Maria?  or  in  French, 
Deus  lez,  quatre  Ners?  that  is,  within  the 
four  Seas  ?  whereby  muft  needs  be  un* 
derftood  as  well  Scotland  as  England?  and 
that  perhaps  for  the  reafoii  beforementio- 
ned.jOf  the  fubjefticii  of  Scotland  by  way  of 
homage  to  theCrown  of  England^  refpe£fc 
whereof,  it  may  be  that  it  was  accounted 
of  old  but  one  Dominion  or  Allegiance  9 
andconfequently  no  Man  born  therein 
can  fce  counted  an  Alien  to  England.  And 
this  fhall  fuffice  for  the  firtt  point  touch- 
ing Foreigft  Nativity.  For  the  fecond 
impediment  objected,  which  is,  the  Te- 
ftament  of  Henry  VIII.  authorized  by  the 
Parliament,  whereby  they  affirm  theSuc- 
ceffion  ofScotland  not  to  be  excluded ,but  on- 
ly that  they  are  put  back  behind  the  Succe£* 
fidnoftheHoufe  oiSuffblk.  For  in  that  pre- 
tended Teftament,  which  after  fhall  be 
prov'd  to  be  none  indeed,  King  Henry  fo 
difpofeth  that  after  his  own  Children,  if 
they  fhould  chance  to  die  without  ifliie, 
the  Crown  fhould  pafs  to  the  Heirs  of 
Frances  and  Elianor  his  Neices  by  his 
youngeft  Sifter  Mary?    Queen  of  trance? 
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and  after  them  deceafing  alfo  Without 
liTue, the  Succefllon  to  return  to  the  next 
Heirs  again.  Whereby  it  is  evident,, that 
the  Succeflion  of  Margaret^  Queen  of Sntf- 
/Ws  eldeft  Sifter  is  not  excluded,  but 
thruft  back  only  from  their  due  place  and 
order  to  expeft  the  remainders,  which 
|  may  in  time  be  left  by  the  younger  ; 

whereof  in  my  opinion  doenfue  fome  con- 
siderations againft  the  prefent  Pretenders 
themielves..  Firft,  That  in  King  Henry's 
judgment,  the  former  pretended  rule  of 
Foreign  Birth  was  no  iufficient  impedi- 
ment againft  Scotland  \  for  if  it  had  been, 
no  doubt  but  that  he  would  have  nam'd 
the  fame  in  his  alledg'd  Teftament,  and 
thereby  have  utterly  excluded  that  Suc- 
ceflion, but  there  is  no  fuch  thing  in  the 
Teftament.  Secondly,  if  they  admit  this 
Teftament  which  allotteth  the  Crown  to 
Scotland  next  after  Suffolk,  which  by  all 
Mens  aflertions  is  excluded  by  Baftardy  ; 
it  muft  needs  follow,  that  Scotland  by 
their  own  judgment  is  next,  and  fo  this 
Teftament  will  make  againft  them,  as 
indeed  it  doth  in  all  points  moft  apparent- 
ly, but  only  that  it  preferreth  the  Houle 
of  Suffolk  before  the  Houfe  of  Scotland. 
And  therefore  1  think,  Sir,  that  you  mi- 
ftake  fomewhat  about  their  opinion  in 
allledging  this  Teftament .  For  if,  fup- 
pofe,  that  no  Man  of  my  Lord  Huntings 
oro's  will  alledge  or  urge  the  Teftimony 
of  this  Teftament  ,  but  rather  fome 
Friends  of  the  Houfe  of  Suffolk^  in  whofe 
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favour,  I  take  it,  that  it  was  firft  of  all 
fbrg'd. 

It  may  be  (quoth  the  Gentleman)  nor 
will  I  ftand  obftinately  in  the  contrary,  , 
for  that  it  is  ha  d  to  judge  fomethnes  of 
What  Faftion  each  one  is,  who  difcourfeth 
ofthefe  affairs.  But  yet  I  marvel  (if  is 
is  as  you  fay)  Lekefter's  Father,  aftef 
King  Edward  s  death,  made  no  mention 
thereof  in  the  favour  oi  Suffolk,  in  the 
other  Tefta  men  t  which  then  he  pro- 
ch'irfd,  and  marie  by  King  Edward  de- 
ceased, for  preferment  of  ^Suffolk  before 
his  own  Sifter.  The  Caufe  of  this  is  evi- 
dent (quoth  the  Lawyer)  that  it  made 
not  fufficiently  for  his  purpofe,  which 
wras,  to  disinherit  the  two  Daughters  of 
King  Henry  himfelf,  and  advance  the 
Houfe  of  Suffolk  above  them  both. 

A  notable  change  (quoth  the  Gentle- 
manj  that  it  be  fo  much  exalted  of  late 
by  the  Father^  above  all  Order,  Right, 
Rank  or  Degree,  fhould  now  be  fo  much 
debas'd  by  the  Son,  as  tho'  it  were  not 
worthy  to  hold  any  degree,  but  rather 
to  be  trodden  under  foot  for  plain  Baftar- 
dy.  And  you  fee  fcy  this  how  true 
it  is  which  I  told  you  before  ,  that 
the  Race  of  the  Dudleyes  are^  moft  cun- 
ning Merchants  to  make  their  gain  of 
all  things,  Men  and  Times.  And  as 
we  have  feen  now  two  Teftaments  al- 
Jedg'd,  the  one  of  the  King's  Father,  the 
other  of  the  King's  Son,  and  both  of  them 
itt  the  prejudice  of  the  Teftator's  true     . 
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Succefibrs  :  So  many  good  Subje&s  begin 
greatly  to  fear,  that  we  may  chance  ftiort- 
ly  to  lee  a  third  Teftament  of  Her  Ma- 
jefty, for  the  entitling  Huntingdon's^  and 
extirpation  of  King  Henry's  Blood,  and 
that  before  her  Majefty  can  think  of 
Sicknefs,  wherein  I  befeech  the  Lord  I  be 
not  a  Prophet.  But  now  Sir  to  the  afore- 
faid  Will  and  Teftament  of  King  Henry : 
I  have  not  often  heard  in  truth  that  the 
thing  was  counterfeit,  or  at  the  leaft,  not 
able  to  be  proved,  and  that  it  was  difco- 
vered,  reje&ed,  and  defaced  in  Queen 
Mary's  time ;  but  I  would  gladly  under- 
ftand  what  you  Lawyers  efteem  and  judge 
thereof. 

Touching  this  matter  (quoth  the  Law- 
yer) it  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  in  the 
28th  and  29th  years  of  King  Henry's  Reign, 
upon  fome  Doubt  and  Involution  which 
the  King  himfelf  fhewed  to  have  for  the 
order  of  Sueceffion  in  his  own  Children, 
as  alfb  for  taking  away  all  occafions  of 
controverfies  in  thofe  of  the  Blood,  the 
whole  Parliament  gave  authority  unto 
the  faid  King  to  debate  and  determine 
thofe  matters  himfelf,  together  with  his 
iearfied  Council  who  beft  knew  the  Laws 
of  the  Realm,  and  Titles  that  any  Man 
have  thereby  \  and  that  whatfbever  Sue- 
ceffion His  Majefty  fhould  declare  as 
moft  right  and  lawful ,  under  his  Letters 
Patents  fealed,  or  by  his  laft  Will  and 
Teftament  rightfully  made ,  and  figned 
with  his  own  Hand,  that  the  fame  lhould 
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be  received  for  good  and  lawful.  Upon 
pretence  whereof  foon  after  King  Henry 's 
death,  there  was  a  Will  fhewed,  with  the 
King's  Stamp  at  the  fame,  and  the  Names 
of  divers  Witnefles ,  wherein  as  hath  been 
laid,  the  Succeflion  of  the  Crown  after 
the  King's  own  Children,  is  affigned  to 
the  Heirs  of  Frances  and  Elianor ,  Neices 
to  the  King  by  his  younger  Sifter  \  which 
Affignation  of  the  Crown  ( being  as  it 
were  a  meer  Jeft  in  prejudice  of  the  elder 
Sifters,  who  were  omitted  in  the  fame 
Affignation,  and  their  Heirs  intitled  on- 
ly,) was  efteemed  to  be  againft  all  Reafon 
Law  and  Nature,  and  confequently  not 
thought  to  proceed  from  fo  wife  and  fage 
a  Prince  as  King  Henry  was  known  to  be  \ 
but  rather,  either  the  whole  forged,  or  at 
Jeaftwife  that  Clauie  inferted  by  other, 
and  the  King's  Stamp  fkt  unto  it  after  his 
Death,  or  when  His  Majefty  lay  now  paffc 
Underftanding.  And  hereof  there  want- 
eth  not  diyers  moft  evident  Reafons  and 
Proofs.  For  firft,  it  is  not  probable,  nor 
credible  that  King  Henry  would  ever  go 
about,  againft  all  Law  and  Reafon,  to  dis- 
inherit the  Line  of  his  eldeft  Sifter,  with- 
out  any  Profit  or  Intereft  to  himlelf,  and 
thereby  feeing  that  in  fucb  a  cafe  of  ina- 
nifeft  and  apparent  wrong  in  fo  great  a 
matter,  the  Authority  of  the  Parliament 
taketh  little  efteft  againft  the  true  and 
lawful  Inheritor,  as  well  appeared  in  the 
former  times,  and  Contentions  of  t&my 
the  Vlth,  Edward  the  IVth>  and  JRkhard 
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the  HI.  in  whofe  Reigns  the  clivers  and 
contrary  Parliaments  made  and  holden 
againft  the  next  Inheritor,  helcf  no  lon- 
ger with  any  Man,  than  until  the  other 
was  able  to  make  his  own  Party  good. 
So  likewife  in  the  Cafe  of  King  Edward 
the  III.  his  SuecefHcn  to  France  in  the 
&ight  of  his  Mother,  though  he  were  ex^ 
eluded  by  a  General  Affembly,  and  Con- 
fent  of  their  Parliaments,  yet  he  efteem- 
ed  not  his  Right  ex~'ngu;fhed  thereby, 
$ts  neither  did  other  Kmgs  of  our  Coun- 
trey  that  enfued  after  him.  And  for  our 
prefent  Cafe,  if  nothing  elfe  fhould  have 
reftrained  King  Henry  from  fuch  open  In* 
juftice  towards  his  eldeft  Sifter-  yet  this 
Cogitation  at  leaft  would  have  ftayed  , 
that  by  giving  Example  of  fupplanting 
his  eldeft  Sifter's  Line  by  vertueof  a 
Teftament ,  or  pretence  of  Parliament, 
fome  other  might  take  oecaf  on  to  dilplace 
his  Children  by  like  Pretence.  As  we  lee 
that  Duke  Dudley  d;d  foon  after  by  a  for- 
ged Teftament  of  King  Edward  the  Vlth; 
So  ready  Scholars  there  are  to  be  found, 
which  will  eafily  learn  fuch  Leflbns  of 
Iniquity.  Secondly,  there  be  m?ny  Incon- 
gruities and  Indignities  in  the  faid  preten- 
ded Will,  to  proceed  from  fo  learned  a 
Council,  and  fuch  a  Prince  as  King  Henry 
was  :  For  firft,  what  can  be  more  ridi- 
culous than  to  give  the  Crown  to  the 
Heirs  of  Frances  and  Elianor,  and  not  to 
?tny  of  themfelves  ?  Or  wherein  had  they 
offended  that  thfif  Heirs  jfaould  enjoy 
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the  Crown  in  their  Right  and  not  theni- 
felves.  What  if  King  Henry3?*  Children 
fhould  have  died  all,  whilit  the  Lady 
Frances  had  been  yet  alive  ?  Who  fhould 
have  poflefled  the  Kingdom  before  her, 
feeing  her  Line  was  next  ?  And  yet  by 
this  Teftament  fhe  could  not  pretend  her 
felf  to  obtain  it,  but  rather  having  mar- 
ried Adrian  Stookes  her  Horfe-keeper,  ihe 
muft  have  fuffered  her  Son  by  him  ( if  fhe 
had  any)  to  enjoy  the  Crown,  and  fo 
Adrian  of  Serving-Man  and  Mafler  of 
Horfes,  fhould  have  become  the  Great 
Matter  and  Prote&or  of  England.  A  lit- 
tle Abfurdity  is  that  other  Claufe  aifo, 
wherein  the  King  bindeth  his  own  Daugh- 
ters to  marry  by  confent  anddire&ion  of 
his  Council,  or  other  wife  to  lofe  the  be- 
nefit of  their  Succeflion  5  but  yet  bind* 
eth  not  his  Neices  Daughters,  to  wit, 
the  Daughters  of  Frances  and  Elianor  fif 
they  had  anyj  to  any  fuch  Condition. 
Thirdly,  there  be  divers  Caufes  and  Ar- 
guments alledged  in  Law  why  this  inten* 
dtd  Will  is  not  authentical,  if  otherwife, 
it  were  certain  that  King  Henry  had 
meant  it.  Firit,  for  that  it  is  not  agree- 
able to  the  mind  and  meaning  of  the  Par?- 
liament,  which  intended  only  to  give 
Authority  for  Declaration,  and  Explana- 
tion of  the  true  Title,  and  not  for  Dona- 
tion, and  intricating  cf  the  fame  to  the 
ruine  of  the  Realm.  Secondly,  for  that 
there  is  no  lawful  or  authentical  Copy 
extant,  but  only  a  bare  Inrollment  in  the 
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Chancery,  which  is  not  fufficient  in  fb 
weighty  an  Affair  }  no  Witnefles  of  the 
Privy  Council,  or  of  the  Nobility   to  the 
lame,  which  had  been  convenient  in  fb 
great  a  Cafe,  for  the  beft  of  the  Witnei- 
fes  therein  named  is  Sir  John  Gates,  whofe 
iiiiferabie  Death  is  well  known,  no  pub- 
lick   Notary  ,  no  Probation  of  the  Will 
before  any  Biftiop,  or  any  lawful  Court 
for  that  purpofe,  no  examination  of  Wit- 
nefles or  other  things  orderly  done,  for 
lawful  authorizing  of  this  matter.     But 
of  all  other  things  this  is  nioft  of  Impor- 
tance, ,  That  the  King  never  fet  his  own 
Hand  to  the  aforefaid  Will,  but  his  Stamp 
was  put  thereunto  by  others,  either  after 
his  death,  or  when  he  was  paft  remem- 
brance :    As   the   late  Lord  Paget  in  the 
beginning  of  Queen  Marfs  days,  being  of 
the  Privy  Council ,  firft  of  all  others  dis- 
covered the  fame  of  his  own  accord,  and 
upon  meer  motion  of  Confcience  }  con- 
feffing  before  the   whole  Council*   and 
afterwards  before  the  whole  Parliament, 
how  that  himfelf  was  privy  thereunto, 
and   partly  alfo  culpable ,  being  drawn 
thereunto  by  the  inftigation,  and  forcible 
Authority  of  others,  but  afterwards  upon 
other  more  godly  motions,  detefted  the 
device,  and  fo  of  his  own  free  Will  very 
honourably  went  and  offered  the  difco? 
very  thereof  to  the  Council,    As  alfo  did 
Sif  fdward  Montague,  Lord  Chief  Juftice, 
that  had  feeen  privy  and  prefent  at  %h§ 
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was  the  Man  that  put  the  Stamp  unto 
the  Paper  and  is  adfcribed.  Amongffc 
other  pretended  Witnefles,  confefied  the 
whole  Premifles  to  be  true,  and  purchafed 
his  Pardon  for  his  Offence  therein. 
Whereupon  Queen  Mary  and  her  Council 
prefently  caufed  the  faid  Inrollment  lying 
in  the  Chancery  to  be  cancelled,  defaced, 
and  abolifhed.  And  lithence  in  Her 
Majeity's  days  that  now  liveth,  about 
the  nth  or  nth  Year  of  her  Reign  (if  I 
count  not  amils)  by  occafion  of  a  certain 
little  Book  fpread  abroad  at  that  time 
very  fecretly,  for  the  advancing  of  the 
Houfe  of  Suffolk  by  pretence  of  this  Te- 
ftament.  I  remember  well  the  place  where* 
the  late  Duke  of  Norfolkythe  Marquifs  ot 
Winchefter  which  then  was  Treafurer,  the 
old  Earls  of  Pembroke  and  Arundel  who  are 
now  dead,  with  my  Lord  of  Pembroke  that 
yet  liveth,  as  alio  my  Lord  oi  Leicefler 
himfelf  (  if  I  be  not  deceived )  with  divers 
others,  met  together  about  this  matter,  l 
and  after  long  conference  about  the  fore- 
faid  pretended  Will,  and  many  Proofs 
and  Pveafons  laid  down  why  it  could  not 
be  true  or  authentical,  the  old  Earl  of 
Pembroke  protefting  that  he  was  with  the 
King  in  his  Chamber  from  the  firftDay 
of  his  Sicknefs,  until  his  laffc  Hour,  and 
thereby  well  allured  the  falfification 
thereof  At  lepgth  it  was  moved,  that 
from  that  place  they  fhould  go  with  the 
rsft  of  the  Nobility  and  Proclaim  the 
Queen  of  Scotland  ii^ix  apparent  ip  Cheap* 
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yW*;' wherein  my  Lord  of  Lekefier  was 
then  as  forward  (as  I  take  itj  as  any  Man 
elfe  j  howbeit  now  for  his  Profit  he  be 
turned  afide,  and  would  turn  back  again 
to  morrow  next  for  a  greater  Commodity. 
And  albeit  for  fome  Caufes  to  themfelves 
beft  known,  they  proceeded  not  to  the 
open  Publishing  of  their  determination 
at  that  time,yet  my  Lord  of  Pembroke  now 
living  can  bear  witnefs  that  thus  much  is 
true ;  and  that  his  Father  the  old  Earl 
told  him  openly  at  that  time  before  the 
other  Noblemen,  that  he  had  brought 
him  to  that  Aflembly  and  Place  to  inftrud 
him  in  that  truth,  and  to  charge  him  to 
witnefs  the  fame,  and  to  defend  it  alio 
with  his  Sword  if  need  required  after  his 
Death.  And  I  know  that  his  Lordfhip  is 
of  that  Honour  and  Ability,  that  he  can- 
not leave  offeafily  the  remembrance  ,  or 
due  regard  of  fo  worthy  an  Admonition; 
And  this  ffrall  fuffice  for  the  fecond  Impe- 
diment imagined  to  proceed  of  this  fuppo- 
fed  Teftament  of  King  Henry  the  VIII.  As 
for  the  third  Impediment  of  Religion,  it  is 
not  general  to  all,fbr  that  only  one  Perfon 
(if  I  be  not  deceived  )  of  all  the  Compe- 
titors in  KingHenrfs  Line,  can  be  touched 
with  Sufpicion  of  dificient  Religion  from 
the  prefent  State  of  England  -7  which  Per- 
fon notwithftanding  (as  it  is  well  known) 
while  fhe  was  in  Government  in  her  own 
Realm  of  Scotland,  permitted  all  Liberty 
of  Confcience,  and  free  exercife  of  Reli^ 
gion  to  thofe  of  the  contrary  Profeflion 
%nd  Opinion,  without  reftraint.    And  if 
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flie  had  not,  yet  do  1  not  fee  either  by 
prefcript  or  leave,    or  praaife  of  tbefe. 
our  times,    that   diverfity  of  Religion 
may  ftay  juft  Inheritors  from  enjoying 
their  due  pofleffons  in  any  ftate  or  de- 
cree of  private  Men,  and  much  lefs  in 
the  claim  of  a  Kingdom,    which  always 
in  this  behalf  is  preferr'd  by   pnviledge. 
This    we  fee   by    experience  in  divers 
Countries  and  parts  of  the  World  at  this 
day,    as  in  Germany,   where,  amongit  lo 
many  Princes,  and  fo  divided  in  Religion 
as  they  be,  yet  every  one  fucceedeth  to 
theEftate  where  he  hath  Right  without 
refiftance  for  his  Religion.    The  exam- 
ple alfo  of  her  Majefty  that  now  is,and  ot 
her  Sifter  before  is  obedient,    who  being 
known  to  be  of  two  different  Inclinations 
in  Religion,   and  the  whole  Realm  divi- 
ded in  opinion  for  the  fame  cauie,    yet 
both  of  them  at  their  feveral  times  with 
general  confent  of  all,  were  admitted  to 
their  feveral  Inheritances,  excepting- on- 
ly a  few  Traitors  againft  the  former, 
who  withftood  her  Right,    as  alio  in  her 
the  Right  of  her  Majefty  that  is  preient, 
and  that  not  for  Religion,   as  appears  by 
their  own  confeffion  after,  but  for  Am- 
bition and  defire  of  Reign.     Monfieur, 
the  King's  Brother,  and  Heir  of  Frmce, 
as  alfo  the  World  knoweth  it  well  ac- 
cepted, favour'd,  and  admitted  tor  buc- 
ceffion  of  that  Crown  by  all  the  Prote- 
ftants  at  this  day  in  that  Country,    not- 
withftanding    his    opinion,  in    R£h|*°* 
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known  to  be  different.  And  I  doubt  not 
but  the  King  of  Navarre^  and  Prince  of 
Conde  on  the  contrary  part  would  think 
themfelves  greatly  injured  by  the  State  ofc 
France^  (which  is  different  from  them  in 
Religion  at  this  day^)  if  after  the  death  of 
the  King  that  now  is,  and  his  Brother,, 
without  Iflue  f  if  God  fo  difpofe )  they 
fhould  be  debarr'd  from  inheriting  thp 
Crown,  under  pretence  only  of  their  Re-? 
ligion.  My  Lord  of  Huntingdon  himfelf 
alfo,  Is  he  not  known  to  be  of  a  different 
Religion  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  Eng* 
land  f  And  that  if  he  were  King  to  mor- 
row, he  would  alter  the  whole  Govern- 
anent,  under  condition  and  ftate  of  Re- 
ligion now  us'd  in  the  Realm  ?  But  as  I 
faid  in  the  beginning,  if  one  of  a  whole 
Family,  or  of  divers  Families  be  culpa- 
ble, or  to  be  touch'd  herein,  what  have! 
the  reft  offended  thereby  ?  Will  you  ex<- 
cufe  all  for  the  miflike  of  one  and  defcend 
in  order  of  the  thing.  The  King  of 
Scotland  her  Son,  that  next  enfuing  to 
King  Henrfs  Loins  after  her  Majefty 
may  be  touch'd  in  this  point,  yet  why 
ihouid  the  reft  be  damnify'd  thereby,  to 
ipeak  in  equity  why  ihouid  he  be  ihut 
out  for  his  Religion  ?  Are  not  all  the 
other  in  like  manner  Protectants,  whofe 
defcent  is  confequently  by  Nature,  Or- 
der and  Degree  ? 

For  the  young  King  of  Scots  (quoth  I) 
the  truth  is,  that  always  for  my  own»part, 
I  have  had  great  hope  and  expe&ation.  of 

him 
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Hm,  not  only  for  the  conceit  which  com- 
monly Men  have  of  fuch  Orient  Youths 
born  to  Kingdoms,  but  efpeciatty  tor  that 
I  underftood  from  time  to  time,  that  his 
Education  was  in  all  Learning,  Princely 
Exercifes-,  and  inftruaions  of  true  Reli- 
gion under  pure  and  vertuous  Men  tor 
that  purpofe ;  whereby  I  concerted  hope 
that  he  might  not  only  become  in  time, 
an  honourable  and  profitable  Neighbour 
unto  us,  for  afliirance  of  the  Gofpel  m 
thefe  parts  of  the  World  •,  but  alfo  if  Cod 
ihould  deprive  us  of  her  Majefty  without 
Ifiue,  might  be  a  means  by  his  Succemon 
to  unite  in  Concord  and  Government  the 
two  Realms  together,    which  heretofore 
hath  been  fought  by  the  price  of  many 
thoufand  Men's  Blood,  and  not  obtain  d. 
Marry  yet  now  of  late,  I  know  not  by 
what  means,   there  is  begot  in  Mens 
hearts  a  certain  mifiike  and  grudge  a- 
gainft  him,  for  that  it  is  given  out  every- 
where, that  he  is  enclin'd  to  be  a  Papiit, 
and  an  Enemy  to  her  Majefty's  proceed- 
ings, which  argues  him  verily  of  lingular 
ingratitude,  if  it  be  true,  confidermg  the 
great  helps  and  proteftions  which  he  hath 
receiv'd  from  her    Majefty   ever  fince 

he  was  born. 

And  are  you  fo  fimple  f  quoth  the  uen- 
tleman)  to  believe  every  report  that  you 
hear  of  this  matter  ?  Know  you  not  that 
it  is  expedient  for  my  Lord  ofLeicefter  and  «p 
his  Faftion,  that  this  youth  above  all 
other  be  held  in  perpetual  difgrace  with 
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her  Majefty  and  with  this  Realm  ?   You 
know  that  Richard  of  Glocefier  had  never 
been  able  to  have  ufurp'd  as  he  did,  if  he 
had  not  firft  perfwaded  King  Edward  the 
IV.  to  hate  his  own  Brother  the  Duke  of 
Clarence,  which  Duke  flood  in  the  way  be* 
tween  Richard  and  thing  he  moft  of  all 
coveted,    that  is,    the   poffibility  of  the 
Crown,  and  fo  in  this  cafe  is  there  the 
like  to  be  obferv'd.     For  truly  for  the 
young  King  of  SeWs  Religion  it  is  as  evi- 
dent to  as  many  as  have  reafon,   that  it 
can  be  no  other  of  it  felf ,  but  enclin'd  to 
the  beft,  both  in  refpeft  of  his  Education, 
Inftru&ion,  and  Converfation  with  thofe 
of  true  Religion,    as  alfo  by  his  former 
A&ions,    Edi&s,    Government  and  pri- 
vate Behaviour  he  hath  declar'd.     Marry 
thefe  Men  whofe  Profit  is   nothing  lefs  j 
than  that  he  or  any  other  of  that  Race  jj 
fhould  do  well,  do  not  ceafe  daily  by  all 
fecretways,  drifts  and  moleftations  pof- 
fible,    either  to  drive  him  off  our  Reli- 
gion, or  elfe  to  incur  the  fufpicion  there- 
of withfome  of  our  Realm,    that  other- 
wife  would  be  his  beft  Friends,  or  if  not 
this,  for  very  need  and  fear  of  his  own 
Life,    to  make  recourfe  to  fome  other 
Princes  abroad,    as  may  moft  offend  and 
miflike  this  State.     And  for  this  caufe, 
they  fubom  certain  bufy  Fellows  of  their 
own  Crew  and    Faftion ,    pertaining  to 
^     the  Miniftry  of  Scotland  (but  unworthy  of 
*^     fo  worthy  a  Calling)  to  ufe  fuch  infolence 
toward  their  King  and  Prince,    as  is  not 
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only  indecent  but  intolerable.    For  he 
may  do  nothing  but  they  will  examine 
anddifcufs  die  fame  in  open  Pulpit.     If 
he  goes  out  or  hunting  when  it  pleafeth 
them  to  call  him  to  their  Preachings  if  he 
make  but  a  Dinner  or  a  Supper,   wiien  or 
where  or  with  whom,    they  like  not }  if 
he  receive  but  a  couple  of  Horfes,   or 
other  Prefent  from  his  Friends  or  Kinf> 
men  beyond  the  Seas}  if  he  faluteth  or 
ufeth  courteoufly,  or  Man  or  Meflenger 
which  cometh  from  them  •,  (as  you  know 
Princes  of  their  Nobility  and  Ccuirtefy 
are   accuftom'd  to  do,   tho'  they  come 
from  their  Enemies,   as  often  hath  been 
feen  and  highly  commended  in  her  Ma- 
jefty  of  England)  if  he  deal  familiarly  with 
any  Ambafladour  which  liketh  them  not ; 
and  finally,  if  he  lay  or  fignify  any  one 
thing  whsttfoever  that  pleafeth  not  their 
humour,  they  will  presently,  as  feditious 
Tribunes  of  the  People,    exclaim  in  Pub- 
lick,    and  ftepping  to  the  Pulpit  (where 
the   word    of  God    ought    only    to   be 
preach'd)  will  excite  the  Commonalty  to 
difcontentation,    and  enveighing  againft 
their  Sovereign  with  fitch  bitternefs  of 
Speech,   irreverent  Terms,  and  infolent 
Controllments,    as  is  not  to  be  fpoken. 
Now  imagin  what  her  Majefty  and  great 
Council  would  do  in  England  if  fuch  pro- 
ceedings iliould  be  us'd   by  the  Clergy 
againft  them. 

No  doubt  (quoth  I)  but  that  fuch  un- 
quiet Spirits  fhould  be  punifhM  in  out 
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Realm,  and  fo  I  faid  of  late  to  their  moft 
worthy  and  reverend  Prelate  and  Primate 
the  Arch-Bifhop  of  St  Andrews  (  with 
whom  it  was  my  luck  to  come  acquainted 
\  in  London,  whither  he  was  come  by  his 
\  King's  appointment,  as  he  faid,  to  treat 
certain  Affairs  with  our  Queen  and  Coun- 
cil;) and  talking  of  this  diforder  of  his 
Miniftry  ,  he  confefs'd  the  fame  with 
much  grief  of  Mind,  and  told  me,  that 
he  had  preach'd  before  the  King  himfelf 
tletefting  and  curling  the  heads  thereof^ 
for  which  caufehe  was  become  very  odi- 
vj»  otis  unto  them,  andotherof  their  Fa&ion* 
both  in  Scotland  and  England.  But  he 
faid,  that  he  had  given  the  reafon  of  his 
doings  unto  our  Queen,  fo  meaneth  he 
lhortly  to  do  to  Monfieur  £ena  and  the 
whole  Church  of  Geneva,  by  fending  thi- 
ther the  Articles  of  his  and  their  doings, 
protefting  unto  me,  that  the  proceedings 
and  attempts  of  thefe'faftious  and  Corrupt 
Men  were  moft  fcandalotis,  feditious, 
and  perillous,  both  to  the  King^s  Perfon, 
and  to  the  Realm }  being  fufficient  in- 
deed to  alienate  the  young  Prince  from 
all  aflfe&ion  to  our  Religion,  when  he 
ihall  fee  the  chief  Profeflbrs  thereof  to 
behave  themfelvesfoundutifully  towards 
him. 

That  is  the  thing  which  thofe  Men  his 
Competitors  moft  defire,  (quoth  the  Gen- 
tleman) hoping  thereby  to  procure  him 
moft  evil  Will  and  Danger  both  at  home 
and  from  England.    For  which  caufe  alio, 
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they  have  pra&is'd  fo  many  Plots  and 
Treacheries  with  his  own  Subje&s  againft: 
him,  hoping  by  that  means  to  bring  the 
one  in  diftruft  and  hatred  with  the  other, 
and  confequently  the  King  in  danger  of 
deftra&ibn  by  his  own  Subje&s.    And  ill 
this  machination  they  have  behav'dthem- 
felves  fo  dextroufly,  fo  covertly  us'd  the 
meaning  and  contriving  thereof,*  and- fa 
cunningly  conveyed  the  execution  of  fo 
many  things,   as  it  might  indeed  feem 
apparent  to  the  young  King,  that  the  Plot 
of  Treafons  againft  his  Realm  and  Perfbn 
doth  come  from  England,  thereby  to  drive 
him  into  Jealoufy  of  our  State,    and  our 
State  of  him,  and  all  this  for  their  own 
profit }  neither  is  this  any  hew  device  of 
my  Lord  of  Leicefier,   to  draw  Men  for 
his  own  gain  into  danger  and  hatred  with 
the  State  under  other  pretences.    For  I 
would  tell  you   divers  ftories  and  ftrata~ 
gems  Of  this  running  in  this  kind,  and  the 
one  fcarce  different  from  the  other  in  de- 
vice, but  yet  all  to  one  end.    .1  have  a 
Friend  yet  living  that  was  toward  the  old 
Earl  of  Arundel,   in   good  credit ,    and 
by  that  means  had  occafion  to  deal  with 
the  late  Duke,  of  Norfolk  in  his  chiefeft  Af- 
ffairs,  before  his  Troubles.    This  Man  ia 
wont  to  report  ftrange  things  from  the 
Duke's  one  mouth  of  my  Lord  of  Lei- 
cefters  moll  treacherous  dealing  towards 
him  for  the  gaining  of  his  Blood  as  after 
appeared,  albeit  the  Duke  when  he  re- 
ported the   fame,    miftrufted   not   my 
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Lot&'s  malice  therein.   But  tbefumm  of  all 
is}thisin  effeft,    That  Lekefter  having  a 
fecrfct  defign  to  pull  3 own  the  faid  Duke, 
to  the  end,  that  he  might  have  no  Man 
above  himfeif  to  hindfer  him  in  that  wlvch 
hte  moll  defir 'd,  by  a  cunning  device  drew 
in  the  Duke  to  the  cogitation  of  that 
Marriage   with  the  Queen  of  Scotland , 
which  afterward  was  the  caufe  or  occafi- 
dtx  of  his  ruin,   and  he  behav'd  himfeif  fb 
cunningly  and  dextroufly  in  this  drifts 
by  fetting  on  the  E)uke  on  the  one  fide, 
and  intrapping  him  on  the  other,    as  few 
as  himfeif  never  play'd  his  par t  more  cun- 
ningly ;  when  he  fupp'd  with  his  Matter, 
and  fet  himfeif  fo  near    as  he  dipp'd  his 
Spoon  in  the  fame  Difh,  and  durft  before 
others  ask  who  lhould  betray  him,  mean* 
ihg that-night  to  dcyt  himfelf,as  he  fhew'd 
foon  after  Supper,  when  he  came  as  a 
Captain  with  a  Band  of  Confpirators,  and 
with  a  courteous  kifs  deliver'dhisPerfon 
into  the  hands  of  them  whom  he  well  knew 
to  thirft  after  his  Blood.The  very  like  did 
theL.  of  Lekefter  with  the  Duke  of  Norfolk 
for  the  Art  of  Treafon,  tho  in  the  Parties 
betray 'd  there  were  great  difference  of 
Innocency  ;   namely,  when  her  Majefty 
was  at  Bajiing  mHampJ!nre0  and  the  Duke 
attending  there  to  have  audience,   witk 
great  indifferenrry  in  himfeif,  to  follow  or 
leave  off  his  fuit  for  Marriage  (  for  that 
he  began  now  tofufpeft  that  her  Majefty , 
iiked  not  greatly  thereof )  my  Lord   of 
£efceftcr  cunt  to  him,   and  counselled 
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Bim  in  any  cafe  to  perfevere  ~&&d  not  re- 
lent, afiiiring  with  many  Oaths  and  Pro- 
teftatioris,   that  her  Majefty   muft   and 
Ihould  be    brought  to    allow    thereof, 
whether  Jhe  would  or  no,  and  that  him- 
felf  would  feal  that   purpofe  with   his 
Blood :  Neither  was  it  to  be  fuffered  that 
her  Majefty  fhould  have  her  will  therein  \ 
with  many  pther  Speeches  to  this  purpofe, 
which  the  Duke  repeated  again  then  pre- 
fently  to  my  faid  Friend,  with  often  lay- 
ing his  Hands  upon  his  Bofome,  and  fay- 
ing, I  have  here  which  afliireth  me  ftif- 
ficiently  of  my  Love  of  Liecefier^s  fideli- 
ty,   meaning     not    only    the    forefaid 
Speeches,    but  alfo  divers  Letters  which 
he  had  written  to  the  Duke  touching  that 
effeft,  as  likewife  he  had  done  to  lome 
other  perfons  of  more  importance  in  the 
Realm  \  which  matter  coming  afterwards 
to  light,    he  couzen'd  moft  notably  her 
Majefty,  by  fhewing  her  a  reformed  copy 
( of  the  faid  Letter,  for  the  Letter  itfelf. 
But  now  how  well  he  performed  his  pro- 
mife  in  dealing  with  her  Majefty  for  the 
Duke,  or  againft  the  Duke,  in  this  mat- 
ter,  her  Highnefs  can  beft  tell,    and  the 
event  itfelf  beft  ftxewed.    for  the  Duke 
being  admitted  foon  after  to  her  Majefty 's 
Speech  at  another  place,  and  having  re- 
ceived a  fair  other  anfwer,    than  he  had 
in  hope  conceited  upon  Lekefisrs  pro- 
xnifes,  retired  himfelf  that  night  to  Lon-  * 
«far,    where  the  fame  night  he  received 
Ltttets  both  from  Le iceftcr -and  Sir  Nkho- 
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las  Throgmorton  upon  Leicefiers  inftigation, 
(  for  they  were  at  that  time  both  Friends 
and  of  a  Fa&ion )  that  he  fhould  pre- 
fently  fly  into  Norfolk,  as  he  did,  which 
was  the  Iaft  and  final  compliment  of  all 
Leicefiers  former  devices ,  whereby  to 
plunge  his  Friend  over  the  Ears  in  fufpi- 
cion  and  difgrace,  in  fuch  fort  as  he 
fhould  never  be  able  to  draw  himfelf  out 
of  the  Ditch  again,  as  indeed  he  was 
not,  but  died  in  the  fame.  And  herein 
alfo  you  fee  the  fubtilty  of  that  Macbia~ 
vetian  flight,  which  I  mentioned  before, 
of  driving  Men  to  attempt  fomewhat, 
whereby  they  may  incur  danger,  or  re- 
main in  perpetual  fufpicion  and  difgrace. 
And  this  praftice  he  hath  long  ufed,  and 
doth  daily  againft  fuch  as  he  hath  will  to 
deftroy.  As  for  Example,  what  fay  you 
to  the  device  he  had  of  late  to  entrap  his 
well  deferving  Friend  ,  Sir  Chriftopher 
Hatton,  in  the  matter  of  Hall  the  Prieft, 
whom  he  would  have  fent  away  and  hid, 
being  touched  and  detefted  in  the  cafe  of 
Ardent ,  thereby  to  have  drawn  in  Sir 
Chrifiopher  himleif,  fas  Sir  Charles  Candijh 
can  welldeclare,  if  it  pleaie  him)'  being 
acceflory  to  this  Plot,  for  the  overthrow 
of  Sir  Chriftopher :  To  which  intent  the 
moft  Devilifh  drift  pertaineth  (L  doubt 
notj  if  the  matter  were  duly  examined, 
of  the  late  interception  of  Letters  at 
Paris,  from  one  Aldred  of  Lyous,  fchan  in 
Rome,  to  Henry  Vmpt on,  Servant  to  Sir 
Chriftopher,  which  Letters,  Sir  Chriftoper, 
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is  reported  to  be  of  fuch  Credit,  and 
efpecial  favour  at  Rome,  as  if  he  were 
the  greateft  Papift .  in  England.  What 
meaneth  alfo  thefe  late  pernicious  deal- 
ings againffc  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury ,  a. 
Man  of  the  moft  antient  and  worthieft: 
Nobility  of  our  Realm  ?  What  mean  the 
pra&ifes  which  his  neareft  both  in  Bed  and, 
Blood  againft  him  ?  Wiiat  mean  the  moft 
faife  arid  fcandalous  rumours  caft  abroad 
of  late,  of  his  difloyal  demeanour  to- 
wards her  Majefty,  and  his  Country  with 
the  great  Prifoner  committed  to  his 
charge  ?  Is  all  this  to  any  other  end, 
but  only  to  drive  him  to  fome  impati- 
ence, and  thereby  to  commit  or  fay 
fomething,  which  may  open  the  Gate  to 
his  ruin  ?  Divers  other  things  could  I 
recite  of  his  behaviour  towards  other 
Noblemen  of  the  Realm,  who  live  abroad, 
in  their  Countries,  much  injured  and 
malecontented  by  his  irifolency,  albeit 
in  refpeft  of  his  prefent  Power,  they.  . 
dare  not  complain.  And .  furely  it  is 
ftrange  to  fee,  how  little  account  he 
maketh  of  all  the  antient  Nobility  of 
our  Realm,  how  he  contemneth,  deri- 
de th%  and  debafeth  them,,  which  is  the 
fafhibn  of  all  fuch  as  mean  to  Ufurp^ 
to  the  end,  that  they  may  have  none  who 
fhall  not  acknowledge  their  firfl:  be-~ 
gining  and  advancement  from  .them- 
telves.- 
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Not  only  Ufurpers  (quoth  the  Lav* 
yer)  but  alfo  others  who  rife  and  mount 
aloft  from  bafe  Lineage,  be  ordinarily 
moft  con temptuous, contumelious  and  in- 
folent,  againft  others  of  more  Antiquity. 
And  this  was  evident  in  this  Man's  Fa- 
ther, who  being  a  Buck  of  the  firft  Head, 
(  as  you  know)  was  intolerable  contem- 
ptuous of  others,  as  appeareth  by  thofc 
whom  he  trod  down  ot  the  Nobility  in 
his  time,  as  alio  by  his  ordinary  jefts 
againft  the  Duke  ofSomerfet^  and  others. 
But  amongft  other~times,  fitting  one  day 
at  his  own  Table  fas  a  Counfellour  told 
me  that  was  prefect)  he  took  occafion  to 
talk  of  the  Earl  of  Arundel-,  whom  he 
then  had  not  only  removed  from  the 
Council,  but  alio  put  into  the  Tower  of 
London^  being  as  it  is  well  known,  the  firft 
and  chiefeft  Earl  of  this  Realm.  And 
for  that  the  faid  Earl  ihewed  himfelf 
fomewhatfad,  and  affli&ed  with  his  pre- 
sent State  (as  I  marvel  not,  feeing  him- 
I  felf  in  Prifon,  and  within  the  compafsof 

fo  fierce  a  Bears  Paws,)  it  pieafea  this 
gotidly  Quke  to  vaunt  upon  this  Earl's 
Klifery  at  his  own  Table  ;  and  asked  the 
Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  there  prefent, 
urhat  Creft  or  Cognifance  my  Lord  of 
Arundel  did  give,  and  when  everyone 
anfwered  ,  that  he  gave  the  White  Horfe^ 
I  thought  lb  f quoth  the  Duke)  and  not 
without  great  Caufe,  for  as  the  *  white 
Palfrey  when   he  ftandeth  in  the  Stable 

md  is  w?Il  provendred,  is  proyd  and  fierce 
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and  readv  to  testfb  upon  other  Horfes 
Backs,  ttil!  neighing  and  pranfing  ,  and 
troubling  all  thsc  fland  about  him  \  but 
when  he  is  once  out  of  his  hot  Stable, 
-and  deprived  a  little  of  his  Eafe  and  fat 
feeding,  every  Boy  may  ride  and  matter 
him  ar  his  Plealure  :  So  is  it  (quoth  he) 
with  my  Lord  of  Arundel,  whereat  many 
marvePed  that  were  prefent,  to  hear  ib 
infolent  a  Speech  pals  from  a  Man  of 
Judgment,  againft  a  Peer  of  the  Realm 
caft  into  Calamity. 

But  you  would  more  have  marvelled 
(  quoth  the  Gentleman)  if  you  had  feen 
that  which   I  did   afterward,  which  was 
the  moft  abjeii  amlbaifc  Behaviour  of  the 
fa'd  Duke  to   the  fame  Earl  of  jArundel^ 
at  Cambr  Jge,  and  upon  the  way  towards 
London,  when   this  Earl  was  lent  to  ap* 
prehend  ,  and  bring  him  up  as  Prifoner  5 
how  he  fell  down  on  his  Knees,  how  he 
wept,  how  he  befought  the  faid  Earl  to 
1  be  a  good  Lord  unto  him,  whom  a  little 
before  he  had  fo  much  contemned  arid 
reproached :     You  might  have  faid  that 
himfelf  might  as  well  be  compared  to  this 
white  Palfrey  as  the  other  :  Albeit  in  this 
I  will  excule  neither  of  them  both,  nor 
almoft  any   other  of  thefe  great  Men, 
who   are  fo  proud  and  infolent  in  their 
profperous  Fortunes,  as  they  are  eaiily 
led  to  contemn  any   Man,  albeit  them- 
felves  be  moft  contemptible  of  all  others^ 
whenfoever     their    Fortunes    begin   to 
change.    And  fo  will  niy  Lord  of  Ltkntvr 
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be  al fo  no  doubt  at  that  day,  though 
now  in  his  Wealth  he  triumphs  over  all, 
and  careth  not  whom  or  how  many  he 
pffend  or  injure. 

Herein  I  believe  you  C  quoth  the  Scho- 
lar )  for  we  have  had  fufficient  Trial  of 
my  Lord's  fortitude  in  Adverfity ;  his 
bafe  and  abje&  behaviour  in  his  iaft  Dif- 
grace  about  his  Marriage,  well  declareth 
what  he  would  do  in  a  matter  of  more 
Importance.  His  favouring  and  flattering 
of  them  whom  he  hath  moll  his  fervile 
Speeches',  his  feigned  and  diflembled 
Tears,  are  all  very  well  known.  Then 
Sir  Chriftopher  Hatton  muft  needs^be  enfor- 
ced to  receive  at  his  hands  the  great  and 
honourable  Office  ot  Chamberlainfhip 
9tt  Chejtefy  for  that  he  would  by  any 
means  refign  the  fame  unto  him,  whether 
he  would  or  no,  and  made  him  provide 
not  without  his  Charge,  to  receive  the 
fame,  though  his  Lordfhip  never  meant 
it,  as  after  well  appeared }  for  that  the 
$refent  Pang  being  paft,  it  liked  my  Lord 
to  iulfill  the  Italian  Proverb,  of  fuch  as 
in  Danger  make  Vows  to  Saints  Scampata 
ill  Pericl^  gahbatq  il  Santto ,  the  Danger 
cfcaped,  the  Saint  is  deceived.  Then  and 
in  that  Neceffity ,  no  Men  of  the  Realm 
were  fo  njuch  honoured,  commended  and 
ferved  by  him,  as  the  noble  Chamberlain 
Seceafed,  and  the  good  Lord  Trealurer 
living  ^  tp  whom  at  a  pertairj  time  he 
Vrote  a  Lettej:  in  $\\  Fraud  and  falfe 
iDiffiiutiiatibn,  and  caufed  the  fame  to 
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be  delivered  With  great  Cunning,  in  the 
fight  of  Her  Majefty,  and  yet  fo  as  it 
Jhewed   a  Purpoie  that  it  fhould  not  be 
feen,  to  the  end,  her  Highnefs  might  the 
rather  take  occafion  to  call  for  the  ft me 
and  read  it,  as  fhe  did  :  For  Mrs.  Frances 
Howard,    to  whom  the  Stratagem    was 
committed,  played  her  Part  clexteroufly, 
offered  to  deliver  the  fame  to  the  Lord! 
Treafurer,  near  the  Door  of  the  With- 
drawing Chamber,  he  then  coming  from 
Her  Majelty  •,  and  to  draw  the  Eye  and 
Attention  of  Her  Majefty  the  more  unto 
it,  fhe  let  fall  the  Paper  before  it  touched 
the  Lord  Treafurer's  Hands,  by  that  oc- 
casion brought  her  Highnefs  to  call   for 
the  fame;  which  after  fhe  had  read,  and 
confidered  the  Stile,  together  with  the 
Metal  and  Constitution  of  him  that  wrote 
it,  and  to  whom  it  was  fent,  Her  Maje- 
fty could  not' but. break  forth  into  Laugh, 
ter,  with  deteftation  of  fuch  abfurd  and 
abjeft-  Diffimulation,    faying  unto  my 
Lord  Treafurer  there  prefent,  My  Lord^ 
believe  him  not,  for  if  he  had  you  in  the  like 
Cafe,:  he  wtuld  play  the  Bear  with  you,  though 
At  this  prefent  he  fawn  tip  on  you  never  fo  faft. 
.  But,  now  Sir,  I  pray  you  go  forward  m 
your.  Speech  of  Scotland,  for  there   I  re- 
member you  left  oft,  when  by  occafion 
we  fell  into  thefe  Digreffions. 

Well  (quoth  the  Gentleman)  to  return      ^ 
2gain   to   Scotland  from  whence  we  have 
digrefled,  moft  certain  and  evident  it  is 
%Q  all  the  World*   that  all  the  Broils , 
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Troubles  and  Dangers  procured  to  the 
Prince  in  th^t  Country,  as  alfo  the  vex- 
ations of  them,  who  any  way  are  thought 
to  favour  that  Title  in  our  Realm ,  do 
proceed  from  the  drift  and  coni-plott  of 
thefe  Confpirators ;  which  befides  the 
great  dangers  mentioned  before,  both  do- 
jneftical  and  foreign,  temporal  and  of  Re- . 
ligion,  muft  needs  infer  great  Jeopardy 
alfo  to  Her  Majefty's  Perfon,  and  pre- 
lent  Reign  that  now  governeth,  through 
the  hope  and  heat  of  the  Afpirors  Ambi- 
tion, inflamed  and  increaied  fo  much  the  i 
more ,  by  the  nearnefs  of  their  defired 
Prey*  For  as  Soldiers  entred  into  hope 
of  a  rich  and  well  furnilht  City,  are  moft 
fierce  and  furious  when  they  have  gotten 
and  beaten  down  the  Bulwarks  rounda- 
bout }  and  as  the  greedy  Burgiarer  ,  that 
hath  pierced  and  broken  down  many  , 
Walls  to  come  to  a  Treafury,  is  lefs  pa- 
tient of  ftay,  ftop  and  delay,  when  he 
comethin  fight  of  that  which  he  defireth* 
or  perceiveth  only  fome  Partition  of 
Wainfcoat  or  the  like,  betwixt  his  Fin- 
*►  gers  and  the  Coffers  or  Money-Bags :  So 
thefe  Men  when  they  fhall  fee  the  Suc- 
fceflion  of  Scotland  extingtiilhed,  together 
with  all  Friends  and  FayQurers  thereof^ 
which  are  now  to  Her  Majefty  as  Bul- 
warks, Walls,  and  great  Obftacles  to  the 
Afpirers,  and  when  they  fhall  fee  only 
Her  Majefty's  Life  and  Perfon,  to  Hand 
betwixt  them  and  their  fiery  Defires, 
(Tor  they  make  littfc  accgunt  of  all  other 

Com- 
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Competitors  by  King  Henry's  Lint)  no 
doubt  but  it  will  be  them  a  great  prck 
and  fpur  to  difpatch  her  Majefty  alio  ; 
the  nature  of  both  Earls  being  confi- 
<Ier'd}  whereof  the  one  killed  his  own 
Wife  (as  hath  been  fhewed  beforej  only 
upon  a  little  vain  hope  of  Marrying  a 
Queen ;  and  the  other  being  fo  far  blind- 
ed, and  born  away  with  fome  furious 
fume,  and  moft  impotent  itching  humour 
of  Ambition,  and  his  own  Mother  when 
ihe  was  alive  feem'd  greatly  to  fear  his 
Bmgers,  if  once  the  matter  fhouid  come 
fo  near,  as  her  Life  had  but  only  flood 
in  the  way.  For  which  caufe  the  good 
OldCountefs  was  wont  to  pray  God  fas 
I  have  heard  divers  fay)  that  fhe  might 
dye  before  her  MaJeftv  ("which  happily 
was  granted  her  J  to  the  end,  that  ieaft  by 
ftanding  in  her  Sons  way  (whom  fhefaw 
to  her  grief  furioufly  bent  to  wear  a 
Crowns  there  might  fome  dangerous  ex- 
tremity grow  to  her  by  that  means,  and 
if  his'own  Mother  feared  this  inifchance. 
what  may  her  Majefty  at  his  hands,  and 
his  Companions  hands,  when  fhe  only 
fhall  be  the  fole  obftacle,  of  all  their 
unbridled  and  impatient  defires. 

Clear  it  is  (quoth  the  Lawyer)  that  the 
nearnefs  of  Afplrers  to  the  Crown,  en- 
dangereth  greatly  the  prefent  poiiefljon 
as  you  have  well  proved  by  reafon,  and  I 
Could  fhew  by  divers  Examples  if  need 
Were.  For  when  //.  Bvllengbrooke,  Duke  of 
Latx*fttr7  fav/  not  only  Rifhard  the  1I? 
1    ■''  with* 
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without   Ifiue,  but  alfo,  Eager  Mortimer^ 
Earl  of  March,  that  fhould  have  fucceed- 
cd  in  the  Crown,   to  be  flain  in  Ireland^ 
though  before,  as  he  thought,  he  meant, 
not  to  Ufurp,  yet  feeing  the  poflibility, 
and  near  cut  that  he  had,   was  invited 
therewith  to  lay  hands  on  his  Soveragns 
Blood  and  Dignity,   as  he  did.     The  like 
is  thought  of  Richard,  Duke  of  Gloucefter^ 
that  he  never  meant  the  Murther  of  his 
Nephews,  until  hefaw  their  Father  dead 
and  themfelves  in  his  own   Hands,    his 
Brother  alfo  Duke  of  Clarence  difpatch'd, 
and  his  only  Son  and  Heir  the  Earl   of 
Warwick  within  his  own  power.    Where- 
fore feeing  it  hath  not  pleafed  God  Al- 
lnighty,  for  caufes  to  himfelf  belt  known, 
to  leave  urito  this  noble  Realm  any  Ifluet 
by  her  moft  excellent  Majefty,  it  hath 
been  a  point  of  great  Wifdom,    in  my, 
Opinion,  and  of  great  fafety  to  her  High- 
nefles  Perfon,  State  and  Dignity,  to  pre- 
ferve    hitherto    the  Line  of    the    next 
Inheritors   by  the  Houfe  of  Scotland,  %l 
mean  both  the  Mother  and  the  Son)  whofe 
deaths  have  been  fo  diligently  fought  by 
the  other  Competitors,    and  had  been 
long  e're  this  atchiev'd,  if  her  Majefty  7s 
own  Wifdom  and  Royal  Clemency,  as  is 
thought,  h&d  not  been  placed,  principal- 
ly upon  the  confervation  thereof,  from 
time  to  time,  with  Princely  Providence, 
fo  lojug  as  it  fhall  endure,  mufl;  needs  be 
a  greet  fafety  and  Fortrefs  to  her  Majefty* 
not  only  agaktfjt  the  claimes,  aides  and 

an- 
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annoyments  of  Foreign  Princes,  who 
will  not  be  fo  forward  to  advance  Foreign 
Titles,  whilft  fo  manifeft  Heirs  remain 
at  home,  nor  yet  fo  willing  in  refpeft  of 
Policy  to  help  that  Line  to  poflelfion  of 
the  whole  Ifland,  but  alfo  againft  pra&ifes 
of  Domeftical  afperfions,  as  you  have 
Shewed  \  in  whofe  affairs,  no  doubt  but 
thefe  two  Branches  of  ScoUnd  are  great 
Blocks,  as  alfo  fpecial  Bui  works  to  her 
MajeftyY  Life,  and  Perfon,  feeing,  as  you 
fay,  thefe  Compartners  make  fo  little  of 
all  other,  of  that  Line  who  ihall  enfue 
t>y  order  of  fucceffion.  Marry  yet  ofthe 
two,  I  do  think  the  Youth  of  ScotUnd  to 
be  of  much  more  importance  to  be  made 
away,  both  for  that  he  may  have  Ifliie, 
and  is  like  in  time  to  be  of  more  ability 
for  defence  of  his  own  Inheritance }  as 
alfo  for  that  he  being  once  difpatch'd, 
his  Mother  fhould  foon  enfue  by  one 
(light  or  other,  which  they  would  devife, 
unwilling  to  her  Majefty.  Albeit  I  mufl 
needs  confefs,  that  her  Highnefs  hath 
iifed  moft  lingular  Prudence  for  the  pre- 
vention thereof,  in  placing  a  Teftament 
with  fo  noble,  ftrong  ,  and  worthy  a 
Peer  of  our  Realm ,  as  the  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury ,  whofe  Fidelity  and  Con- 
flancy  being  nothing  pliable  to  the  other 
Fa&ion,  giveththem  little  contentation. 
And  for  that  caufe  the  World  feeth  how 
many  fundry  and  divers  devices  they 
have  ufed  daily  to  flander  and  difgrace 
him,  and  thereby  to  pull  from  him  his 
committed  Charge  To 
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To  this  the  Gentleman  anfwered  no- 
thing at  all,    but  ftood  ftill  muling  with 
himfelf,  as  though  he  had  conceived  fome 
deep  matter  in  his  Head,  and  after  a  lit*. 
paufe  he  began  to  fay  as  followeth.    I 
cannot  truly  but  marvel,  when  1  compare 
ibme  things  of  this  Time  and  Govern- 
ment, with  the  doings  of  former  Princes 
Progenitors  to  her  Majefty,  namely,   of 
King  Henry  the  Vllth,  and  King  Henry  the 
VUIth,  who  had   fo  vigilant  an  Eye  to 
the  collateral  Line  of  King  Edward  the 
IVth,  by  his  Brother  of  Clarence^  as  they 
thought  it  necefiary,  not  only  to  prevent 
all  evident  dangers  that  might  enfue  that 
way,    but  even  the  poflibilities  of  all- 
peril.    As  may  well  appear  by  the  Ex- 
ecution of  Edward^  Earl  of  Warwick  Son 
and   Heir  to  the  faid  Duke  of  Clarence, 
and  of  Margaret  his  Sifter,    Countefs  or 
Salisbury^  with  the  Lord  Henry  Montagw 
her  Son,  by  whofe  Daughter  the  Earl  of 
Huntington  now  claimeth.  All  which  were 
Executed  for  avoiding  of  inconvenienciesf 
and  that  at  fuch  times  when  no  eminent 
danger  could  be  much  doubted  by   that 
Line,  efpecially  by  the  latter.    And  yet 
now  when  one  of  the  fame  Houfe  and 
Line:  of  more  Ability   and  Ambition  , 
than  ever  any  of  his  Anceftors   were, 
xnaketh  open  Title   and   Claim  to  the 
Crown,  with  Plots,  Packs  and  Preparati- 
ons in  moft  manifeft  Ufurpation,  againft 
all  Order,  all  Law,  all  rightfuf  Succeffionf 
and  againft  a  ipecial  Statue  provided  in 

that 
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that  behalf,   yet  is  he  permitted,  bora  r 
out,  favourea,  and  friended  therein,  and 
no  Man  fo  hardy  in  defence  of  her  Ma- 
jefty  and  Realm  to  control  him  for  thfe 
fame.    It  may  be  that  her  Majefty   is 
brought  into  the   fame  opinion  of  my 
Lord  of  Huntington\  Fidelity,    as  Julius, 
Ctfar    was  of  Marcus  Brutus^    his  deareft 
obliged  Friend  ,    of    whofe     ambitious 
practices  and  afpiring,    when  Cafar  was 
advertifed  by  .  his  careful  Friend  ,   an* 
fwer'd,   That  he  well  knew  Brutus  to  ht 
Ambitious^  but  I  am  pure  (quoth  hz)   that 
Brutus  will  never  attempt  any  thing  for  the 
Empire,  while  Qefar  livet  ^   and    after  my 
death ,  let  him  {hift  for  the  fame  among  others 
as  he  can.    But  what  infued  ?  Surely  1  am 
loath  to  teU  the  event  for  annimations 
falfe,  but  yet  all  the  world  knoweth,  that 
before  many   Months  pafied,  this  moft 
noble  and  clement   Emperor  was  moft 
pittifully  Murthered  by  the  fame  Brutus 
and  his  Partners  in  the  publick  Senate, 
when  he  ieaft  of  all  fufpefted  fuch  Trea- 
fort.    So  dangerous  a  thing  it  is  to  be  fe- 
cure  in  a  matter  of  fo  great  fequel,  or  to 
truft  them  with  a  Mans  life,  who  may 
pretend  preferment  or  intereft  by  his 
death-     Wherefore,  would  God  her  Ma- 
jefty in  this  cafe  might  be   induced  to 
have  fuch  a  due  care  and  regard  of  her 
own  State   and    Royal   Pefbn,    as    the 
weighty  moment  of  the  matter  requir* 
cth,  which  containeth  the  blifs  and  ca* 

lamity  of  fo  noble  and  worthy  a  Kingdom 

as 
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I  as  this  is.    I  know  right  well,    that  mo'flE 

I  excellent  natures  are  always  fartheft  off 

■  from  difference  in  fuch  people  as  profefs 
H  Love,  and  are  moil  bound  by  duty,  and 
H  foit  is  evident  in  her  Majefty.     But   yet 

II  furely  this  confidence,  ib  commendable 
H  in  other  Men,  is  lcarce  allowable  oft 
B  times  in  Princes,  for  that  it  goeth  ac- 
|jf  I  companied  with  fo  great  peril,  as  is  in- 
|jj      *  evit?bie  to  him  that   will    not    fufpeft, 

I  principally  when  dangers  are  foretold  or 

■  prefaged,  as  commonly  by  Gods  appoint- 
H  ment  they  are,  for  the  fpecial  hand  he 
H  holdeth  over  Princes  affairs,  or  when 
If  there  is  probable  conje£hue,    or  juft  lur-» 

II  mifeofthefame.  We  know  that  thefore- 
II  nam'd  Emperor  Ccefar,  had  not  only  the 
||  warning  given  him  of  the  inclination  and 
||  intent  of  Brutus  to  Usurpation,  but  even 
II  the  very  day  when  he  was  going  towards 
||  the  very  place  of  his  appointed  deftiny5 
||  there  was  given   up  into  his  hands  a  de- 

■  te&ion  of  thewholeTreafon,  with  requefl 
[I  to  read  the  fame  prefently,  which  he  up- 
||  on  confidence  omitted  to  do.  We  read 
H  alio  of  Alexander  the  Great,  how  he  was 
||  t  not  only  forbidden  by  a  Learned  Man  to 
H  enter  into  Babilon  whither  he  was  then  go- 
K  ing,  for  that   there  was  Treafon   meant 

■  agccinft  him  in  the  fame  place,  but  alio 
It  that  he  was  foretold  of  Ampater's  mif- 
ii  chievous  .meaning  againft  him  in  parties 
H  lar.     But  the  young  Prince  having  fb  well 

■  deferv'd  force  of  Amipater,  could  not  be 
H  brought  to  diftruft  the  Man  that  was  ib 

near 
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near  unto  him  ,  and  by  that  means  was 
poyfon'd  at  a  Banquet  by  three  Sons  of 
Antifater  that  were  moft  of  credit  and  con- 
fidence in  the  King's  Chamber 

Here  truly  my  Heart  did  fbmewhat 
tremble  with  fear,  horror  and  deteftadorl 
of  fuch  events,  and  I  laid  unto  the  Gen- 
tleman, I  befeech  ybil,  Sir,  to  talk  no 
more  of  thole  matters,  for  I  cannot  well 
abide  to  hear  them  narn'd,  hop:ng  in  my  4^ 
Lord,  there  is  no  caufe  nor  ev^r  mall  to 
doubt  the  like  in  England,  efpect?Uy 
from  thefeMen  who  are  fo  much  bound  en 
to  Her  Majefty,  and  fo  forward  in  feek- 
ing  and  purfuing  of  all  fuch  as  may  be 
thought  to  be  dangerous  to  Her  Majefty's 
Perfon,  as  by  fundry  late  executions  we 
havefeen,  and  by  thepunifhment  every 
Way  of  Papifts  we  may  perceive. 

True  it  is  (quoth  the  Gentleman)  that 
Juftice  hath  been  executed  upon  divers  of 
late,  which  contenteth  me  greatly,  for 
the  terror  or  reftraint  of  others,  of  what 
Seft  or  Religion  foever  they  be,  and  it  is 
moft  neceflary  doubtlefs  for  the  reprefUng 
of  Parties,  that  great  vigilancy  be  ufed  jr% 
in  that  behalf.  But  when  1  confider  that 
only  one  kind  of  Men  are  touched  herein, 
and  that  all  fpeech,  regard,  doubt,  di- 
ftruft  and  watch  is  of  them  alone,  with- 
out refleftion  of  the  Eye  to  any  other 
Mens  doings  and  defignments  :  When  I 
fee  the  double  diligence,  and  vehemeney 
of  certain  Inftruments  which  I  like  not, 
bent  wholly  to  raife  wonder  and  admira- 
tion to  the  People,  fear,  terror  and  at- 

O  tention 
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feution  to  the  doings,  fayings  or  mean* 
ings  of  one  part,  or  Fa&ion  alone,  and  of 
that,  namely,  and  only  with  thefe  Con- 
fpirators  efteem'd  for  moft  dangerous 
and  oppofite  to  themfelves.  I  am,  be- 
lieve me,often  tempted  to  fufpeft  Frauds 
and  falfe  meafures,  and  that  thefe  Men 
deal  as  Wolves  in  other  Countries  are 
wont  to  do  by  nature,  which  going  toge- 
ther in  great  numbers  to  aflail  a  Flock  of 
Sheep  by  night,  do  let  fome  one  or  two 
of  their  Company  upon  the  Wind-fide  of 
the  Fold  afar  off,  who  partly  by  their 
fcent  and  other  bruftlings,  which  of  pur— 
pofe  they  make,  do  draw  the  Dogs  and 
and  Shepherd  to  purfuethem  alone,  whilft 
the  other  do  enter  and  flay  the  whole 
Flock }  or  as  Rebels  that  meaning  to 
furprize  a  Town,  to  turn  away  the  In- 
habitants from  confideration  of  the  dan- 
ger, and  from  defence  of  that  place,where 
they  intend  to  enter,  do  fet  on  fire  fome 
other  part  of  the  Town  further  off,  and 
do  found  a  falfe  Alarm  atfome  Gate  where 
is  meant  leaft  danger  }  which  Art  was 
us'd  cunningly  by  Richard  Duke  of  York  in 
the  time  of  K.  Henry  the  VI.  when  he,  to 
cover  his  own  intent,  brought  all  the 
Realm  in  doubt  of  the  doings  of  Edmund, 
Duke  of  Somerfet\  Enemy  \  but  John  of 
Northumberland,  Father  to  my  Lord  of  Lei* 
cefier,  us'd  the  fame  Art  much  more 
skilfully,when  he  put  all  England  in  amaze, 
and  mufing  of  the  Prote&or  and  his 
Friends,   as  tho'  nothing  could  be  fafe 

about 
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about  the  young  King  until  they  were 
furpriz'd,  and  confequently  all  brought 
into  his  own  Authority  without  obftacle. 
I  fpeak  not  this  to  cxcufe  Papifts,  or  to 
wifh  them  any  waysfpar'd,  wherein  they 
do  offend,  but  only  to  figniiy  that  in  a 
Country  where  fo  potent  aFaftionbe,  it 
.is  not  iafe  to  fufFer  the  one  to  make  it 
felffo  puiflant  by  purfuitof  the  other,  as 
afterward  the  Prince  muft  remain  at  the 
devotion  of  the  Stranger,  but  rather  as  hi 
a  Body  molefted,  and  troubl'd  with  con- 
trary humours,  if  all  cannot  be  purged, 
the  beft  Phyfick  is,  -without  all  doubt,  to 
reduce  and  hold  them  at  fudi  an  equality  ^ 
as  deftrnftion  may  not  be  fear'd  of  the 
predominant. 

To  this  the  Lawyer  laughing  reply'd, 
yea,  marry  Sir,  1  would  to  God  your  opi- 
nion might  prevail    in  this   matter,   for 
then  fhould  we  be   in  other  terms  than 
now  we  are.    I  was  not  long  fitheiice  in 
Company  of  a  certain,   honourable   Lady 
of  the  Court,  who  after  fomefpeech  pafs'd 
by  Gentlemen  that  were  prefent,  of  fome 
apprehended,    fome  executed,   and  fuch 
like  Affairs,  broke  into  a  great  complaint 
of  the  prefent  times,   and  therewith  I  a£- 
fure  you,  mov'd  all  the  Hearers  to  grief, 
(as  we  Men  you  know  are  potent  in  flir- 
ting of  affeftions)  and  caus'd  them  all  to 
•wifti  that  her  Majeffcy  had  been  nigh  to 
have  heard  her  words.     I  do  well  remem- 
ber (quoth  fhej  the  firft  dozen  -years  of 
hgx  Hignefs's  Reign,   how  happy,  hotf 

O  2  plea- 
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pleafant  and  quiet  they  were,  with  all 
manner  of  comfort  and  confolation.  There 
was  no  mention  then  of  Fa&ions  in  Re- 
ligion ,  neither  was  any  Man  much 
noted  or  recited  for  that  caufe,  if  other- 
wife  his  converfation  were  civil  and  cour- 
teous :  Nofufpicion  of  Treafons,  no  talk 
of  Blood/hed,  no  complaint  of  Troubles, 
Miferies  or  Vexations,  all  was  Peace,  all 
was  Love,  all  was  Joy,  all  was  Delight  \ 
her  Majefty,  I  am  fure,  took  more  re- 
creation at  that  time  in  one  day,  than  fhe 
doth  now  in  a  whole  week,  and  we  that 
ferved  her  Highnefs,  enjoy'd  more  con- 
tentation  in  a  week,  than  we  can  now  in 
divers  years.  For  now  there  are  fo  many 
fufpicions  every  where  for  this  thing,  and 
that  as  we  cannot  tell  whom  to  trqft,  fo 
many  melancholy  in  the  Court,  that  feem 
xnalecontented,  fo  many  complaining  and 
fuing  for  their  Friends  that  are  in  trouble, 
other  flip  over  the  Sea  and  retire  them- 
felves  upon  the  fnddain,  fo  many  tales 
brought  up  of  this  or  tha£  danger,  of  this 
Man  fufpe&ed,  of  that  Man  lent  for  up  j 
and  fuch  like  unpleafent  and  unfavory 
ftuffi  as  can  never  almoft  be  merry  one 
whole  day  together.  Wherefore,  (quoth 
this  Lady)  we,  that  are  of  her  Majefty  ?s 
Train  and  efpecial  Service,  do  not  only 
Xf*  feel  thefe  things  in  our  felves,  but  much 
more  in  the  grief  ofherMajefty,whom  we 
fee  daily  molefled  herewith,  being  one  of 
beft  Natures  I  am  fure,  that  ever  noble 
Princefs  was  endued  withal }  we  cannot 

but 
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but  moan  to  behold  Contentions  fo  far 
forth  advanced  as  they  are,  and  we  could 
wifh  moil  heartily  ,  that  for  the  time  to 
come,  thefe    matters    might   pafs    with 
fuch  Peace,  Friendfhip  and  Tranquility, 
as  they  do  in  other  Countries,  where  dif- 
ference in    Religion    breaketh   not  the 
Band  of  good  Fellowfhip,   or   Fidelity* 
and  this  in  a  Imiling  manner  fhe  fpake  of^ 
asking  Pardon  of  the  Company  ,  if  fhe 
had  fpoken  over  boldly  her  Opinion  like 
a  Woman,     To  whom  anfwered  a  Cour- 
tier  that  fate  next  her,  Madam,  Your 
Ladyfhip   hath  laid  nothing   in  this  Be- 
half, that  is  not  daily  debated   amongft 
us  in  our  common  Speech  in  Court,  as 
you  know  \   Your  Defire  alfo  herein  is  a 
publick  defire  if  it  might  be  brought  to 
pafs*,  for  there  is  no  Man  fo  fimple  that 
feeth  not  how  perillous  thefe  Contenti- 
ons and  Divifions  amongft  us  may  be  in 
the  end.    And  I  have  heard  divers  Gen- 
tlemen that   are   learned ,   difcourfe  at 
large  upon  the  Argument,  alledging  old 
Examples  of  the  Athenians^  Lacedemonians^ 
Carthagenians^  and  Romans  •,  who  received 
notable  Dangers,  and  Deftru&ion  alfo  in 
the  end  by  their  Divifions  and  Faftions 
among  themfelves ,    and  fpecially  from 
their  own  Cities  and  Countries,  who  up- 
on Factions  lived  abroad  with  Foreigners, 
to  carry  home  the  Flame  of  War  upon 
their  own  Countries.     The  like  they  alfo 
Ihewed  by  the  long  experience  of  all  the 
great  Cities  and  States  oi  Italy ^  which  by 

O  3  their 
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their  Fa&ions  and  Divifions,  vre?c  in 
continual  Garboyl,  Bloodfhed  and  Mife- 
ry  :  Whereof  our  own  Country  hath 
tailed  alfo  her  part,  by  the  odious  Con- 
tention between  the  Houfe  of  Ltwcafter 
and  Tor\\  wherein  it  is  marvllous  to. 
confider*  what  Troubles,  a  fewMen  of* 
ten  times  departing  out  of  the  Realm, 
-were  able  to  work  by  the  part  of  their 
Fadtion,  remaining  at  home  (which  com- 
monly increafeth  towards  them  that  are 
fibfentj  and  by  the  readineis  of  foreign. 
Princes  to  receive  alio,  and  comfort  iuch 
as  are  d^contented  in  another  State,  to 
the  end,  that  by  their  means,  they  may 
hold  an  Oar  in  their  Neighbour's  Boat, 
•with  Princes  that  be  nigh  Borderers,do  al- 
ways ,  above  all  other  things  moffc  covet 
and  defire.  This  was  the  Courtiers  Speech 
and  Reafon,  whereby  I  perceived,  that 
as  well  amongft  the  Court,  as  amcpgft  us 
abroad  in  the  Realm,  and  Countrey,  the 
prefent  Inconvenience,  and  dangerous 
Sequel  of  this  our  Home-diflention  is 
cfpied,  and  confequently  nioft  Englifii 
Jiearts,  inclined  to  wifli  the  Remedy  and 
Prevention  thereof,  by  fome  reafonable 
Moderation  and  Re-union  amongft  our 
felves.  For  that  the  Profecution  or  thofe 
pifferences  too  extreamly  ,  cannot  but 
after  many  Wounds  and  Exulcerations, 
bring  matters  finally  to  Rage,  Fury  and 
moft  deadly  Defperation.  Whereas  on 
%\\k  other  fide,  if  any  fweet  Qualification, 
idrfmall  Toigratioa*  amongft  u$  were  ad- 
M  '■      »    '  mitted, 
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mitted,  there  is  no  doubt  but  th^t  Af- 
fairs would  pafs  in  our  Realm,  with  more 
Quietnefs,  Safety  and  publick  Weal,  of 
the  fame,  than  it  is  like  it  will  do  long  i 
and  Men  would  eafily  be  brought,  that 
have  Englijh  Bowels,  to  joyn  in  the  Pre-% 
fervation  of  their  Countrey,  from  Ruine, 
Bloudfhed,  and  foreign  Oppreffion,  which 
Divisions  and  Fa&ions  are  wont  to  pro- 
cure* 

I  am  fure  of  your  Opinion   (quoth  the 
Gentleman)  in  that,  for  I  have  feen  the 
Experience  thereof,  and    all  the   World 
beholdeth  the  fame  at  this  Day  :    In  all 
the   Countries   of  Germany,  Poloma    and 
Hungary,  where  a  little  fearing  of  the  one 
with    the  other  hath  wrought  them  much 
eafe,   and    continued     them   in    Peace , 
whereof  all  Europe  befldes  hath  x4dmira<- 
tion   and  Envy.     The  firft  douzen  Years 
alfo  of  Her  Majefty's  Reign,  whereof  the 
Lady  of  the  Court  difcourfed  before,  can 
well  be  a  Witnefs  of  the  fame,  where  in 
the  commiferation    and  lenity   that  was       ) 
ufed  towards  thofe  of  the   weaker  fort, 
with  a  certain  fweet  diligence  for  their 
gaining  by  good  means,  was  the  caufe  of 
much  Peace,  Contentation  and  other  Be- 
nefit to  the  whole  Body.  We  fee  in  Franca      ** 
that  by  over  much  preffing  of  one  part 
only,  a  Fire  was  kindled  not  many  years 
ago,  like  to  have  confumed  anddeftroyed 
the  whole,  had  not  a  neceflary   mollifica-*'  Mod/fi- 
tion  been  ufed,  and  thought  upon  by  the**"*** 
wifeft  of  the  King's  Council,  full  contrary 
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to  the  Will  and  Inclination  of  fame  great 
Perfonages,  who  meant  perhaps  to  have 
gained   more  by  the  other  :     And  fincc 
that  time  we  fee,  what  Peace,  Wealth> 
and  Re- union  hath  enfued  in  that  Coun- 
trey,  that  was  fo  broken,  diflevered  and 
wafted  before  :     And  all  this  by  yielding 
a  little  in   that  thing,  which  no  Force 
can  mafter,  but  uxulcerate  rather,  and 
make  worfe,  1  mean  the  Confcience,  and 
Judgment  of  Men  in  matters  of  Religion. 
The  like  alfo  I  could  name  you  in  Flanders^ 
where  (after  all  thefe  Broils  of  fo  many 
Years,  caufed  prncipally  by  too   much 
flriving  in  fuch  Affairs  at  the  beginning) 
albeit  the  King  be  never  fo  ffcraight-laced 
in  yielding  to  publick  Liberty,  and  free 
Exercife  on  both  parts,  yet  is  he  defcend- 
ed  to  this  at  length,  and  that  upon  force 
of  Realon,  to   abflain  from  the  purfuit 
and  fearch  of  other  Men's  Confciences, 
jiot  only  in  the  Towns  which  upon  Com- 
pofition  he  receiveth,  but  alfo  where  he 
hath  recovered  by  Force,  as  he  hath  in 
*Tournay,  and  other  Places  \    where  I  am 
informed,  that  no  Man  is  fearched,  de- 
manded, or  molefted  for  his  Opinion  or 
Confcience  •,  nor  any  A&cf  Papiftry,  or 
contrary  Religion ,     required   at   their 
hands,  but  are  permitted  to  live  quietly 
to  God   and    themfelves   in    their  own 
Houfes,  fo  that  they  perform,  other  wife 
that  outward  Obedience,  and  Duties  to* 
ward  t  eir  Prince  and  Countrey    which  . 

they  fhould  do.    Which  onJy  Qualifipa- 
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cation,  Toleration v  and  Moderation  in 
our  Realm  (if  I  be  not  deceived  with 
many  more  of  my  mind,)  would  content 
all  Divifions,  Fa&ions ,  and  Parties  a- 
mongft  us,  for  their  continuance  in  Peace  \ 
be  they  Papifls,  Puritans,  Familiars,  otorTami* 
whatfoever  nice  difference  or  Se&ion  be-#/?* 
fides,  and  would  be  fufticient  to  re  ain 
all  Parties  within  a  temporal  Obedience 
to  the  Magistrate  and  Government,  for 
confervatiori  of  their  Country  ,  which 
were  of  no  fmall  importance  to  the  con* 
tentation  of  Her  Majefty,  and  Weal  pub- 
lick  of  the  whole  Kingdom.  But  what 
fhould  I  talk  of  this  thing ,  which  is  fb 
contrary  to  the  Defires  and  Defignments 
of  our  puifiant  Confpirators  ?  What 
fhould  Cicero  the  Senator,  ufe  Perlwaii- 
ons  to  Captain  Catalines  and  his  Crew, 
that  Quietnefs  and  Order  were  better 
than  Hurleyburlies  ?  Is  it  poffible  that 
our  Afpirers  will  ever  permit  any  fuch 
Thing,  Caufe  or  Matter  to  be  treated  in 
our  State,  as  may  tend  to  the  Stability 
of  Her  Majefty  ?s  prefent  Government, 
No  furely,  it  ftandeth  nothing  with  their 
Wifdom  and  Policy,  efpecially  at  this  in- 
ftant,  when  they  have  fuch  opportunity 
of  following  their  own  A&ions  in  Her 
Majefty's  Name,  under  the  Vizard  and 
Pretext  of  her  Defence ,  and  Safety,  ha- 
ving fcrewed  in  every  Man's  Head  both 
abroad  and  at  home  ,  from  Scotland^  Flan- 
ker s^  Spain  and  Ireland^  fo  many   intended 

Murthers,  anji  others  fo  many  contrived 

and 


2<>4  Secret  Memoirs. 

arid  conceived  Milchiefs,  as  my  Lord  of 
Leicefter  affureth  himfelf  that  the  trou- 
bled Water  cannot  be  clear  again  in  a 
ihort  fpace,  nor,  his  Baits  nor  his  Lines 
laid  therein  eafily  efp:ed;but  rather  that 
hereby,  e'relong  he  will  catch  the  Fifh  he 

\       gapeth  fo  greedily  after ,  and  in  the  mean 
timer  for  the  puriir'ng  of  thefe  Crimes, 
and  other  that  he  will  daily  find  out, 
himfelf  mull  remain  perpetual  Pi&ator. 
But  what  meaneth  this  fo  much  inculca- 
ting ^of    Troubles ,     Treafons ,    Mur- 
thers,  and  Invafions?    Hike  not  furely 
tjiofe  ominous  Speeches,  and  as  I  am  out 
of  doubt ,  that  Lelcefier  ,  the  Caller  of 
thefe  Shadows',  doth  look  to  play  his  part 
firftin  thefe  troublefome  Affairs  :    So  do 
I  heartily  fear  that  unlefs  the  Tyranny 
of  this  Leiceftrian  Fury  be  fpeedily  flop- 
ped, that  fuch  Mifery  to  Prince  and  Peo- 
ple ("which  the  Lord  for  his  Mercies  fake 
turn  from  us)  as  never  greater  fell  be- 
fore  to   our   miferable  Country,   is  far 
nearer  hand  than  is  expe&ed  or  fufpe&ed. 
And  for  prevention  of  thefe   Calamities* 
I, plainly   tell  you    my   Opinion  (good 
Friends  J    and  therefore  to  draw  to  an 
end  of  this  our  Conference,  (for  it  wax* 
eth  late)  I  would   think  it  the  moll   ne- 
ceflary  Point  of  all,  for  Her  Majeily  to 

y^>  call  his  Lordfhip  to  account  amongft  o- 
thers,  and  to  fee  what  other  Men  could 
fay  againll  him  at  length,  after  fo  many 
years  of  his  fole  accufing  and  purfuing 
others.  I  know  and  am  very  well  aflured, 
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that  no  one  Aft  wlv'ch  Her  Majefty  hath 
done  fince  her  coming  to  the  Crown. (as. 
She  hath  done  many  moft  highly  to  he 
commended)    nor  any  that  likely  Her 
Majefty  may   do  hereafter ,    can  be  of 
lriore  utility  to  her  feif,  or  to  her  Realm, 
or  more  grateful  to  her  faithful  and  zea- 
lous  Subjects,  than  this  noble  Aft  of  Ju- 
stice would  be,  for  Trial  of  this  Man's 
Deferts  towards  his   Country.     I  fay   it 
would  be  profitable  to  Her  Majefty  and 
the  Realm,  not  only    in  refpeft  of  the 
many  Dangers  before  mentioned  which 
are  like  to  enfup  moft    certainly   if  his 
Courfes  be  permitted  ftill  }  but  alfo  for 
that   Her  Majefty   fhall  by   this  deliver 
her  felf  from  that  general  Grudge,  and 
Grief  of  Mind,- with  great  dillike,  which 
many  Subjects    otherwife    moft  faithful 
have  conceived  againft  the  exceffive  Fa- 
vour  fhewed  to  this  Man  fo  many  Years 
without  Defert  or  Reafon.     Which  Fa«- 
vour  he  having  fliewed,    and  ufed  to  the 
hurt,  annoyance,  and  cpprefTion  of  infi- 
nite feveral  Perfons,  and  the  whole  Com- 
monwealth, as  hath  been  fstid,  the  Grief 
thereof  doth  redound-commonly  in  iuch 
pafes,    not  only  upon  the  Perfon   delin- 
quent alone,  but  alio  upon  the  Sovereign,     ^ 
by  whofe  Favour  and  Authority   he  of- 
fered! fuch    Injuries  ,     though  never  fo 
much  againft  the  others  Intent,  Will,  De- 
|iringf  and  Meaning.  And  hereof  we  have 
Examples  of  lupdry  Princes  in  all  Ages, 
jmd  Countries,  whofe  exorbitant  Favour 

to 
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to  fome  wicked  Subjeft  that  abufed  the 
lame,  hath  been  the  caufe  of  great  danger 
and  ruine,the  fins  of  the  Favourites  being 
returned  and  reveng'd  upon  the  Favourer* 
As  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Grecians  is  decla- 
red by  the  occafion  of  this  pittiful  Mur- 
ther  of  that  "wife  and  vi&onous  Prince, 
Philip   of  Macedon,   who  albeit  he  were 
well  afiur'd  to  have  given  no  offence  of 
himfelf  to  any  of  his  Subje&s,  and  con- 
fequently  fearing  nothing,  but  converfed 
openly  and  confidently    amongft  them, 
yet  for  that  he  had  favoured  too  much  one 
Duke  Attains^  a  proud  and  infolent  Cour- 
tier, and  had  born  him  out  in  certain  of 
his  wickednefs,    or  at  leaft  not  punifh'd 
them  after  they  were  dete&ed  and  com- 
plained   upon,    the  Parties  griev'd,   ac- 
counting the  Crime   more  proper,    and 
heinous  on  the  part  of  him,  who  by  office 
fhoul  do  Juftice,  and  proteft  others,  than 
of  the  Perpetrator,  who  followed  his  own 
paffion  ahd  fenfuality^    let  pafs  Attains, 
and  made  their  revenge  upon  the  Blood 
and  Life  of  the  King  himfelf,  by  one  Tau~ 
fonias  fuborn'd  for  that  purpofe   on  the 
Marriageday  of  the  King^s  own  Daughter. 
Great  ftore  of  like  examples  might  be  re- 
peated out  of  the  Stories  of  other  Coun- 
tries, nothing  being  more  ufual  or  fre- 
quent amongft  all  Nations  than  the  affii- 
ftions  of  Realms  and  Kingdoms,  and  the 
overthrow  of  great  Princes  and  Poten- 
tates themfelves  by  thtir   too  much  af- 
fe&ion  towards  fome  unworthy  particu- 
lar 
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!af  perfons.  A  thing  indeed  fo  common 
and  ordinary,  as  it  may  well  feem  to  be 
the  fpecialleft  rock  of  all  other  whereat 
Kings  and  Princes  do  make  their  Ship- 
wreck. For  if  we  look  into  the  States 
and  Monarthies  of  all  Christendom,  and 
confider  the  mines  that  have  been  of  any 
Prince  or  Ruler  in  the  fame,  we  fhall  find 
this  point  to  have  been  a  great  and  prin- 
cipal caufe  thereof.  And  in  our  own. 
State  and  Country,  the  matter  is  too  to 
evident }  for  whereas  ilnce  the  Conqueft 
we  number  principally  their  juft  and  law- 
ful Kings  which  have  come  to  confufion. 
by  alienation  of  their  Subjefts  (that  is 
Edward  the  II.  Richard  the  II.  and  Henry 
the  VI. )  this  only  point  of  too  much  fa- 
vour towards  wicked  perfons,  was  the 
caufe  of  deftraftion  in  all  three.  As  in 
the  firft,  the  exprefllve  favour  towards 
*  feterGavefton,  and  two  of  the  Spencers  ^commonly 
and  in  the  fecond,  the  extraordinary  and  Peires. 
indifnary ,  and  in  difcreet  affe&ion  to- 
wards Robert  Dere,  Earl  of  Oxford,  and 
Marquefs  of  Dublin,  and  Thomas  Mowbray , 
two  moft  turbulent  and  wicked  Men 
that  fet  themfelves  againft  his  own 
Uncles  and  theNobility  }  the  third  being 
a  fimple  and  holy  Man,  albeit  no  great 
exorbitant  afFe&ion  was  feen  towards  any, 
yet  his  Wife,  Queen  Margaret's,  too  much 
favour  and  cridit  to  the  Marquis  of  Suf- 
folk that  after  was  made  Duke,  by  whofe 
inftind  and  wicked  Counfel  fhe  made 
away  firft  the  noble  Duke  of  Gloucefter, 

and 
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and  afterwards  committed  many  other 
things  in  great  prejudice  to  the  Realm* 
and  fuffer'd  the  fame  moft  impious  and 
wicked  Duke  to  range  and  make  havock 

!  of  all  forts  of  Subje&s   at  his  pleafure, 

much  after  the  fafhioft  of  the  Earl  of  Lei- 
cefter  now  tho?  not  fet  in  fo  high  and  ex- 
tream  a  degree.    This  I  fay  was  the  prin- 

I  cipal  arid  original  caufe  both  before  God 

and  Man,   (  as  Potidore  well  noteth  of  all 

J  the    calamity  and    extream    defolation 

which  after  enfued  both   to  the   King* 

[  Queen  and  their  only  Child,    with  the 

titter  extirpation  of  their  Family,  J  and 
fo  likewife  now  to  fpeak  in  our  particular 
cale,  if  there  be  any  grudge  or  grief  at 
this  day  any  diflike,  any  repining,  com- 
plaint or  murmur  againft  her  Majefty's 
Government,  in  the  hearts  of  her  true 
and  faithful  Subje&s,  who  wiili  amend- 
ment of  that  which  is  amifs,  and  not  the 
overthrow  of  that  which  is  well,  fas  I 
know  it  were  no  wifdom  to  imagin  there 
were  none  at  all)  I  dare  avouch  upon  Con- 
ference, that  either  all  or  the  greateit 
&  part  proceedeth  from  this  Man,  who  by 
the  favour  of  her  Majefty  fo  affli&eth  her 
People  as  never  did  before,  either  Gave- 
fton,  Spencer^  JDere^  Mowbray^  or  any  other 
mifchievous  Tyrant,  that  abufeth  moll 
his  Prince's  favour  within  the  Realm  of 
England^  whereby  it  is  evident  how  pro- 
fitable a  thing  it  would  be  to  the  whole 
Realm  in  Common,  how  honourable  to 
her  Majefty,  and  how  grateful  to  all  her 

SubjeSs 
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Subje&s,  if  this  Man  at  length  might  be 
caird  to  his  account. 

Sir,  (quoth "the  Lawyer)  you  alledge 
great  Treafon,  and  verily  I  am  of  opini- 
on, that  if  her  Majefty  did  know  hut  the 
tenth  part  of  this  which  you  have  here 
ipoken,  as  alio  her  good  Subje&s  defires 
and  complaint  in  this  behalf,  fhe  would 
well  .(hew  that  her  Highnefs  fear'd  not  to 
permit  Juftice  to  pafs  upon  Lekefter,  or 
any  other  within  her  Realm,  for  fatis- 
faftion  of  her  People,  howfoever  other- 
wife  of  her  own  mild  dilpofition,  or  good 
affedion  towards  the  perfon,  fhe  have 
born  with  him  hitherto  ,  for  fo  we  fee 
that  wife  Princes  can  do  at  times  conve- 
nient, for  Peace,  Tranquility  and  pub- 
lick  Weale,  tho  contrary  to  their  own 
particular  and  peculiar  Inclination.  And 
to  go  no  farther  than  to  the  laft  example 
named  and  alledged  by  your  felf  before, 
tho  Queen  Margaret,  the  Wife  of  King 
Henry  the  VI.  had  favoured  moft  unfortu- 
nately many  years  together  William  de  la 
Toole ,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  whereby  he  com- 
mitted many  foul  outrages,  and  affiifted 
the  Realm  by  fundry  means  \  yet  fhe  be- 
ing a  Woman  of  great  prudence,  when 
ihe  faw  the  whole  Commonalty  demand 
Juitice  upon  him  for  his  demerits,  albeit 
ihe  liked  and  loved  the  Man  ftill,  yet  for  *$% 
fatisfa&ion  of  the  People  upon  fo  general 
a  complaint,  ihe  was  contented  firft  to 
commit  him  to  Prifon,    and  afterwards  to  ' 

banifh  him  the  Realm-    But  the  Provi- 

♦  dence 
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dence  of  God  would  not  let  him  fb  efcape, 

for  he  being  encountred  and  taken  upon'   %. 

the  Sea  in  his  paflage,   he  was  beheaded 

in  the  Ship,  and  fo  received  fome  part  of    | 

condigne  punifhment ,   for  his  wicked,    i 

loofe,    licentious  Life.    And  to  feek  tio     1 

more  examples  in  this  cafe,  we  know  into     * 

what  favour  and  fpecial  grace  Sir£.ZW/ey,     | 

my  Lord  of  LeicefterJs  good  Grandfather, 

was  crept  with  King  Henry  the  Vll.  in  the      \ 

latter  end  of  his  Reism,  and  what  intole- 

rable  wickedneis  and  mifchief  he  wrought 

againft  the  whole  Realm,  and  againft  in-      j 

finite  in  particular  perfons  of  the  fame, 

by  the   prowlings  opprefTions  which  he 

prafbTed,  whereby,  tho  the  King  received 

great  Temporal  Commodity  at  that  time, 

fas  her  Majefty  doth  nothing  at  all  by  the 

prefent  extortions  of  his  Nephew)  yet 

for    juftice    fake  and    meer      Compaf- 

fion  towards  his  afflifted  Subje&s,    that 

complain?d  grievoudy  of  his  Iniquity, that 

liioft  virtuous  and  wife   Pr.  King  Henryy 

was  content  to  put  from  him  this  lewd 

Inftrument,   and    diveljfh   Sugpeftor    of 

new  exa&ions,   whom  his  Son  Henry  that 

fucceeded  in  theCrown,  caufed  prefently, 

before  all  other  bulinefles,   to  be  called 

publickly  to  account,   and  for  his  defer ts 

to  lofe  his  Head  }    fo  as  the  intereft  of  a 

whole  Realm  or  Common  Caufe,  of  many 

taketh  place  .•  The  private  favour  of  any 

cannot  ftay  a  wife  and  godly  Prince,    fuch 

as  all  the  World  knoweth  her  Majefty  to 

be,  from  permitting  Juftice  to  have  her 

free  paflage. 

Truly 
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Truly  it  ftiould  (quoth  the  Gentleman) 
for  to  that  end  were  Princes  firft  ele&ed, 
and  upon  that  confideration  do  Subje&s 
pay  them  both  Tribute  and  Obedience, 
to  be  defended  by  them  from  Injuries  and 
OpprefJions,  and  to  fee  Laws  executed, 
and  Juftice  exerciied,  upon  and  towards 
all  Men  with  indifferency.  And  as  for 
our  particular  cafe  of  my  Lord  of  Leicefter* 
I  do  not  fee  i  n  Right  and  Equity,  how 
her  Majefty  may  deny  this  lawful  Defire 
and  Petition  of  her  People.  For  if  her 
Highnefs  do  permit  and  command  the 
Laws  duly  to  pafs  upon  Theives  and  Mur- 
therers  without  exception,  and  that  for 
one  faft  only,  as  by  experince  we  fee, 
how  then  can  it  be  deny'd  in  this  Man, 
who  in  both  kinds  hath  committed  more  e- 
normiou  s  a&s  than  may  well  be  recounted . 
As  in  the  firft  of  Theft,  not  only  by 
fpoiling  and  opprefling  of  infinite  private 
Men,  but  alfo  whole  Towns  and  Villages, 
Corporations  and  Countries,  by  Robbing 
the  Realm  by  inordinate  Licences,  by  de- 
ceiving the  Crown,  by  raking,  changing 
and  imbezling  the  Lands,  in  abufing  the 
Prince  and  Soveraign,  in  felling  her  fa-  ^ 
vour  both  at  home  and  abroad,  with 
taking  Bribes  for  matter  of  Juftice,  Grace, 
Requeft,Supplication,or  whatver  fuit  elfe 
that  dependeth  upon  the  Court,  or  of  the 
Princes  Favour  or  Authority,  with  put- 
ting to  fale  and  making  open  Market  of 
whatfover  her  Majefty  can  give,  do  or 
procure,  be  it  Spiritual  or  Temporal  :  In 

P  which 
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which  fort  of  Trafick ,  he  commiteth 
more  Theft  in  one  day,  than  all  the  > 
Way-keepers,  Cut-purfes,  Cozeners,  Py- 
rats,  Burglaries,  or  other  of  that  Art  in 
a  whole  year  within  the  Realm.  And  as 
for  the  fecond,  which  is  Murther,  you 
have  heard  fomewhat  faid  before  and  pro- 
ved, but  yet  nothing  to  that  which  is 
thought  to  have  been  in  fecret  commited 
upon  divers  occaiions,  at  divers  times,  in 
fundry  Perfons  of  different  Calling  in  both 
Sexes,  by  moft  variable  means  of  Killing, 
Poyfoning,  Charming,  Enchanting,  Co- 
niving,  and  the  like,  according  to  the 
diverfity  of  Men,  Places,  Opportunities 
and  Inftruments  for  the  fame.  By  all 
which  means,"  I  think  he  hath  more  Blood 
lying  upon  his  Head  at  this  day  crying 
for  vengeance  againft  him  at  Gods  hands 
and  her  Majefty's,  than  ever  had  private 
Man  in  our  Country  before,  were  he 
never  fo  wicked.  Whereunto  now  if  we 
add  his  other  good  behaviour,  as  his  in- 
tolerable Licentioufnefs,  in  all  filthy  kind 
and  manner  of  carnality,  with  all  forts 
of  Wives,  Friends  and  Kinfwomen }  if 
we  add  his  injuries  and  difhonours  done 
hereby  to  infinite }  if  we  add  his  Treafbns, 
Treacheries  and  Confpiracies  about  the 
Crown,  his  difloyal  behaviour  and  hatred 
againft  her  Majefty,  his  ordinary  lying, 
and  common  perjuring  himfelf  in  all  mat- 
ters for  his  gain,  both  great  and  fmall, 
his  Rapes  and  moft  violent  Extortions 
&  upon  the  Poor,  his  abufing  of  the  Parlia- 
ment 


Secret  Memoirs.  115 

ment,  and  other  places  of  Juftice,   with 
the  Nobility  and  whole  Commonalty  be- 
fides.    If  we  add   alfo  his  open   injuries 
which  he  offereth  daily  to  Religion,andthe 
Minifters  thereof,  by  Tything  them  and 
turning  all   to   his  own  gain,    together 
with  his  manifeft  and  known  Tyranny 
praftifed     towards     all    Eftates    abroad 
throughout  all  Shires  of  the  Kingdom  : 
His  difpoiling  of  both  Univerfities,  and 
difcouraging   of    infinite    notable   Wits 
there,  for  feekingperfe&ion  of  Knowledge 
and  Learning,  which  otherwife  were  like 
to   become  notable,    efpecially  in  God^s 
word,    which  giveth  life  unto  the  Soul  -, 
by  defrauding  them  of  the  price  and   re- 
ward propos'd  for  their  Travel  in    that 
kind,   through  his  unfatiable  lymonatical 
contra&s  :  If  I  fay  we  fhould  lay  together 
all  thefe  enormities  before  her  Majefty, 
andthqufands  more  in  particular,    which 
might,    and   would   be  gathered,  if  this 
day  of  Tryal  were   but  in  hope   to    be 
granted,    1  do  not  fee  in  Equity  and  Rea- 
fon,  how  her  Highnefs  fitting  in  Throne, 
and   at  the    Royal  Stern,    as  fhe  doth  j 
could  deny  her  Subje&s  this  moft  lawful 
requeft,    confidering  that  every   one  of 
thefe   crimes  a  part  requireth  Juftice  of 
his  own  nature,    and  much  more  altoge- 
ther,   ought  to  obtain   the   fame  at  the 
hands  of  any  good  and  godly  Magiftrate 
in  the  World.     No  doubt  (quoth  I)  ^but 
that  thefe    confiderations  ,    muft  needs 
.Weigh  much  with  any  zealous  Prince,  and 

P  1  mucii 
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much  more  with  her  excellent  Majefty, 
whofe  tender  Heart  towards  her  Realm 
and  Subje&s,  is  very  well  known  to  all 
Men.    It   is  not  to  be  thought   alfo  but        { 
that  her  Highnefs  hath  her   intelligence       * 
of  divers  of  thefe  matters  alledged,   tho 
not  perhaps  of  all.     But  what  would  you 
have  her  Majefty  do  ?  Perhaps  the  con- 
futation of  this  affair,  is  not  what  were        $ 
convenient,  but  is  expedient,    not  what        ^ 
ought    to  be  done  in  Juftice,   but  what 
may    be  done  in  Safety.     You  have  de-        i 
fcrib'd  my  Lord  before  to  be  a  great  Man,        ! 
itrongly    furnifhed  and  fortified  for  all 
events,  what  if  it  be  not  convenient  to        j 

bark  at  the  Bear  that  is  fb  well . 

I  fpeak  unto  you  but  that  which  1  hear 
in  Cambrlge  and  other  places ,    where  I 
have  paffed,  where  every  Mans  opinion        j 
is,  that  her  Majefty  ftandeth  not  in  free        j 
choiee  to  do  what  her  felf  beft  lifteth  in 
that  cafe  at  this  day. 

I  know  (  faid  the  Gentleman  )  that  * 
LeiceftePs  Friends  give  out  every  where, 
&  that  her  Majefty  now  is  their  good  Lords 
Prifoner,  and  that  fhe  will,  and  muft  be 
direfted  by  him  for  the  time  to  come,  ex- 
cept fhe  will  do  worfe  }  which  thing  his 
Lordfhip  is  very  well  contented  fhould  be 
fpread  abroad  and  believed  ,  for  two 
caufes  *,  the  one  to  hold  the  people  there- 
by more  in  awe  of  himfelf  than  of  their 
Soveraign  ',  and  fecondly,  to  draw  her 
Majefty  indeed  by  degrees  to  fear  him.  j 
]For   considering  vith  himfelf  what  he 

,    hath 
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hath  done,    and  that  it  is  iripoffible  in 
truth  that  ever  her  Majefty  fhould  love 
him  again,    or  trull  him  after  fo  many 
Treacheries  ,    as  he   well  knoweth  are 
come  to  her  Majefty's  underftanding,  but 
by    terror   and   opinion  of  his  puiflant 
greatnefs,    whereby   he  would  hold  her 
Highnefs  and  the  Realm  in  Thraldom,  as 
his  Father   did  in  his  time  before   him, 
and  then  for  that  he   well   remembreth 
the  true  faying  of  Cicero  in  his  Offices  : 
Mdus  cuftos  diuturnitatis  metus  ,  he    muffc 
provide  fhortly  that  thofe  that  fear  him, 
be  not  able  to  hurt  him,  and  confequent- 
ly  you  know  what   mitft  follow,   by  the 
example  of  King  Edward,     who  feared 
Duke  Dudley  extreamly,  for  that  he  had 
cutoff  his  two  Unkles  Heads,  and  the    , 
Duke   took  order  that  he  fhould  never 
live  to  revenge  the  fame.     For   it  is  a 
fettled  rule  of  Machiavel  obferved  by  the 
Dudley's,  that  where  you  have  done  once 
great  injury ,there  muftyou  never  forgive. 
But  I  will  tell  yop  my  Friends,  and  I  will 
tell  you  no  untruth,  for  that  I  know  what 
1  fpeak  herein,  and  am  privy  to  the  Eftate 
of  my  Lord  in  this  behalf,   and  of  Mens 
opinions  and  affeftions  towards  him  with- 
in the  Realm  :,  moft  certain  it  is  that  he  is 
ftrong  by  the  prefent  favour  of  the  Prince, 
inrefpeft  whereof  he  is  admitted  alfo  for 
chief  Patron    of  the  Huntingdon  Faftion, 
tho'  neither  lov'd,    nor  greatly  trufted 
for  the  fame,    but  let   her  Majefty  once 
turn  her  Countenance  alide  from  him  in 
f  good 
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^ood  eafneft,  and  fpeak  but  the  word  ofily  that 
juftice  fhall  take  place  againft  him,  and  I  will 
undertake,  with  gaging  both  my  Lift,  and  lit- 
tle Land  that  God  hath  given  me,  that  without 
Stir  or  Trouble,  or  any  Danger  in  the  World, 
the  Bear  fhall  be  taken  at  Her  Majefty's  Hand, 
and  fall  chained  to  a  Stake,  with  Muzzel,  Cord, 
Collar,  Ring,  and  all  things  neceffary ,  fo  that 
Her  Majefty  fhall  bait  him  at  her  Pleafure, 
without  all  danger  of  biting,  breaking  loofe,  or 
any  other  Inconvenience  whatfoever.    For  you 

&  muft  not  think  that  this  Man  fcoldeth  any  thing 
abroad  in  the  Realm,  but  by  violence ,  and  that 
only  upon  HerMajefty's  Favour,  and  Counte- 
nance towards  him :  He  hath  not  any  thing  of 
his  own,  either  from  his  Anceftors  or  of  himfelf 
to  ftay  upon :  In  Men's  Hearts  and  Conceits ,  he 
hath  not  ancient  Nobility  as  others  of  our  Realm 
have,  whereby  Men's  Affe&ions  are  greatly 
moved  •,  his  Father  John  Dudley  was  the  firft 
Noble  of  his  Line,  who  raifed  and  made  him- 
felf big  by  fupplanting  of  others,  and  by  fetting 
Debate  amongft  the  Nobility :  As  alfo  his  Grand- 
father Edmund  a  moft  wicked  Promoter,  and 
wretched  Pettifogger,  enriched  himfelf  by  o- 
ther  Men's  Ruines,  both  of  them  condemned 
Traytors,  tho'  different  in  Quality,  the  one  be- 
ing a  Cozener,  and  the  other  a  Tyrant,  and  both 
of  their  vices  conjoined,  condoled  and  compri- 
fed,  with  many  more  Additions  in  this  Man  for 

/  Beaft  rather)  which  is  Robert  the  Third  of  their 
Kindred  and  Kind  ^  fo  that  from  his  Anceftors 
this  Lord  receiveth  neither  Honour  nor  Honefty, 
but  only  Succeffion  of  Treafon  and  Infamy.  And 
yet  in  himfelf  hath  he  much  lefs  of  good  where- 
with to  procure  to  himfelf  Love  or  Credit 
amongft  Men,  than  thefe  Anceftors  of, his 
had,  he  being  a  Man  wholly  abandoned  of  hu- 
mane Vertue,  and  deyoted  to  Wickednefs,  which 
L  maketh 
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make th  Men  odious  both  to  God  and  Man.  In  his 
Father  no  doubt  there  were  to  be  feen  many  ex- 
cellent good  Parts,  if  they  had  been  joined  with 
Faith,  Honefty,  Moderation  and  Loyalty,  for 
all  the  World  knoweth  that  he  was  very  wife, 
valiant,  magnanimous,  liberal,  and  affured  friend- 
ly where  he  once  promifed  •,  of  all  which  vertues, 
my  Lord  his  Son  hath  neither  fhew  not  fhadow, 
but  only  a  certain  falfe  Reprefentation  of  the 
former  \  being  crafty  and  fubtil  to  deceive,  and 
ingenious  to  Wickednefs  *,  and  as  for  Valour,  he 
hath  as  much  as  a  Moufe,  his  Magnanimity ,  is 
bafe  Sordity,  his  Liberality  Rapine,  his  Friend- 
ship plain  Fraud ,  holding  only  for  his  Gain  and 
not  otherwife,  though  it  were  bound  with  a 
thoufand  Oaths,  of  which  he  maketh  as  great 
account,  as  Hens  do  of  cackling,  but  only  for 
his  Commodity  •,  ufing  them  efpecially  in  great- 
eft  number,  when  he  meaneth  to  deceive  \  name- 
ly, if  he  fwear  folemnly  by  his  George^  or  by 
the  Eternal  Gody  then  be  fure  it  is  a  falfe  Lie, 
for  thefe  are  Obfervations  in  the  Court,  and 
fometimes  in   his  Lodging :     In  like  caie  his 
manner  is  to  take  up  and  fwear  by  the  Bibley 
whereby  a  Gentleman  of  good  account ,  and 
one  that  feemed  to  follow  him  fas  many  do  that 
like  him  but  a  little )  protefted'to  me  of  his  know- 
ledge, that  in  a  very  fhort  fpace  he  obferved  him 
wittingly  and  willingly  to  be  forfworn  Sixteen 
times.    This  Man  therefore  fc  contemptible  by 
his  Anceftors,  fo  odible  of  himfelf,  fo  plunged, 
overwhelmed,  and  defamed  in  all  vice,  lo  envied 
in  the  Court,  fb  detefted  in  the  Country,  and 
not  trufted  of  his  own  deareft  Friends,  nay, 
(  which  I  am  privy  toj  fo  mifliked  and  hated  of 
his  own  Servants  about  him,  for  his  beaftly  Life, 
Niggardize  and  Atheifin,fbeing!never  yet  feen  to 
fey  one  private  Prayer  within  his  Chamber  in 
his  Life)  as  they  defign  nothing  fomuch  in  the 
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